
EXACTLY OPPO-

Johnnie’s Creamery, Sacramento Street, 1950sAfrican Americans in Berkeley’s History and Legacy, opening May 15, 2021, is part two of a three-part 
series of exhibits. The inaugural 2019 exhibit featured four Black families of Berkeley with some having 
roots in the city going back to the late 1800s. This rich and deep history called for a second and third year 
of archival research, oral histories and dynamic, graphic presentation. 

This year’s exhibit will focus on businesses and professionals, politics, education, social organizations, 
and religious institutions. The once thriving Black business corridor along Sacramento Street and other 
locations will be made visible again through a map and photographs in the gallery and an interactive 
digital map online.                              (continued on paage 3) 
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Eco-Berkeley
By Charles Wollenberg

Berkeley has a long history of environmental activism. The city’s environmentalists have not only taken 
important local action, but have also made significant contributions to the development of the national and 
international environmental movement. This remarkably productive history is the subject of  the Berkeley 
Historical Society and Museum’s next exhibit, Eco-Berkeley: A Legacy of  Environmental Activism, 
running October 22, 2022 through April 8, 2023.

The exhibit provides a timeline stretching back to the Berkeley residents who worked with John Muir to form 
the Sierra Club in 1892. The timeline also covers examples of early twentieth-century activism, including the 
establishment of the East Bay Regional Park District in 1934.

(continued on page 3)

Last chance to see African Americans in 
Berkeley: Art, Entertainment, Literature, 
Sports is Saturday, October 8. The museum 
will be closed for installation of Eco-Berkeley  
October 9–21. Join us on Friday, October 21, 
4 to 6 pm, to celebrate the opening of the new 
exhibit. There will be a short program in the 
Green Room at 5:15 featuring a talk by Ken 
Brower about his father, David Brower. 
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berkeLey historicAL society President’s Message
If you are a Berkeley resident, I hope you will vote for Measure L. It 
includes important efforts to create more affordable housing, repair 
streets, improve safety, and finally address the deferred maintenance and 
seismic needs of historic City buildings. The average cost per household 
will be less than a dollar a day. If the measure passes, we can start seriously 
developing plans for today’s Berkeley Historical Society to morph into a 
larger, more exciting, up-to-date “Museum of Berkeley” in the Maudelle 
Shirek Building, the landmarked former City Hall. 

The planning process for revitalization of the Civic Center area, including 
changes to the park, the Shirek Building, and transforming the Veterans 
Building into a center for the arts, is starting up again, and you are invited 
to participate. The planning team includes Eleanor Hollander of the City’s 
Office of Economic Development, Liam Garland and Elmar Kapfer of 
Public Works, and Susi Marzuola of Siegel and Strain Architects. They 
are planning two “Public Working Sessions,” one on October 26 and the 
second in January. We will keep you posted if you are on our email list. 
(See also berkeleycccc.org.)

To seek inspiration for our future vision, some of us have made field trips 
to the Santa Cruz Museum of Art and History, the Oakland Museum of 
California, the Richmond Museum of History, the San Ramon Valley 
Museum, the Wells Fargo History Museum, San Francisco Historical 
Society, California Historical Society, and others. 

Achieving the new vision will, of course, take money! Even if the bond 
measure fails, we want to generate enough public excitement that some 
generous individuals, businesses and foundations will become our 
partners in creating the Museum of Berkeley. To kick off our Vision Fund, 
we are planning a special event on November 12, 4 to 6 p.m. Save the date!

Can you join our corps of volunteers? See page 9.

Ann Harlow

Amelia Muñiz
Sydney Nguyen
Clio Petty
Betsy Powell
Pamela Rouse
Byron Rumford III
Marty Schiffenbauer
Harvey Smith
Tina Jones Williams

Left: Ann “driving” stagecoach, Wells 
Fargo Museum. Right: At San Francisco 
Historical Society museum, viewing 
collection with lender and BHSM board 
member Ed Herny. Karen Chapman, 
Tom Edwards and George Petty also 
participated in this field trip (photos by 
George Petty).
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(Eco-Berkeley - continued from page 1)

Reminiscences of  “Maybeck Country”
By Lloyd Linford

Part 3 in a series describing walks with a longtime resident, the late Robin Pennell.

As the unique value of Maybeck homes dawned on their inhabitants, an ongoing controversy developed between 
preservationists, who want to keep things as they are, and others who believe the houses should change and evolve. The 
Berkeley Architectural Heritage Association (BAHA) is an active and articulate advocate of the former position, and at 
times its members have sought stronger protection of the historical homes in our neighborhood. Residents asserting 
the contrasting view that these houses must evolve to suit the needs of those who live in them have included Jacomena 
Maybeck and Robin’s mother, Ruth Pennell. “Jackie and my mother really opposed making this block, this whole area, 
into a historical district; once you do that you’d have to go through a committee to make the kind of changes Jackie 
and Wallen were doing at 2751.”  Jane Edgington, who for many years lived across the street from Jackie’s house, took 
the opposite side of the argument, and became an active champion of the preservationists. What probably serves the 
neighborhood best is a dialogue between the two positions. 

The Wallen and Jacomena Maybeck House

From our perch on the corner, Robin and I can look back at what I consider to be the most beautiful house in the 
world—my house!  2751 BVW is sometimes called the “High House,” because it roosts on the upslope of the hill and 
rises three stories tall on the street side (but just one on the back). When Pam and I lived in the Cottage in the 1970s, 
Jacomena [Maybeck] lived at 2751 and often invited us to cross the street for lunch or dinner. We’d dine at the picnic 
table in the dining area, where Jackie served an early type of small-plate cuisine. The meals consisted entirely of left-
overs, and this was so consistent that I wondered what these small plates were leftovers from. Ben, Jackie’s father-in-
law, designed High House for her and Wallen and the twins in 1933; it was made for a family. An upstairs deck has an 
arched window curiously placed at floor level, allowing one to look down into the little bedroom a floor below. The 
idea was that [Jackie’s twin daughters], waking from their nap or getting into mischief, could be observed by someone 
drinking coffee (or whatever) from the deck. 

But the exhibit focuses on the evolution of the modern environmental movement since the 1950s. David Brower, a lifetime 
Berkeley resident, was a crucial figure in that story. As leader of the Sierra Club, Friends of the Earth, and Earth Island 
Institute, he played a major role in the transformation of the often elitist and occasionally racist old conservation movement 
into a powerful progressive force in modern life.

Sylvia McLaughlin, Kay Kerr, and Esther Gulick, three formidable Berkeley women, were also important participants in the 
story, creating the Save the Bay movement in 1961. It was one of the most successful environmental campaigns in American 
history, dramatically changing the relationship between San Francisco Bay and its surrounding human communities. Save 
the Bay was also one of the first examples of an environmental organization that concentrated on the complex ecology of 
densely populated metropolitan regions, rather than the traditional emphasis on rural lands and wild places.  

Berkeley residents Richard Register and Carl Anthony were two other important change agents. Register was an early 
urban ecologist, starting the Berkeley-based Ecocity movement that advocated rebuilding cities on an environmentally 
sustainable basis. Anthony was one of the most prominent pioneers of the environmental justice movement, combining 
environmental activism with a commitment to social justice in organizations like Urban Habitat, also founded in Berkeley.

For a half century, the Berkeley Ecology Center has been a hub of environmental activity. It has successfully advocated 
for important city initiatives, including the establishment of community-wide recycling. Berkeley was the first city in the 
nation to outlaw styrofoam containers in restaurants and natural gas appliances in new homes. In recent years, the city has 
embarked on ambitious efforts to eliminate greenhouse gas emissions as part of the campaign to combat the existential 
threat of climate change. 

(continued on page 4)
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(Maybeck - continued from page 3)

Jackie and Wallen and the babies started out here, but then moved to Marin County. As a new mother, she needed 
space from her in-laws. “You know, this was a very in-grown family,” she writes in her memoir, People and Places, 
“everybody depending on each other, seeing each other all the time, carrying around each other’s packages. So we 
decided, let’s go and stay somewhere else for a while.” Annie and Ben [the senior Maybecks] took up residence at 
2751—with a temporary interruption caused by another fire. 

As the story about this fire goes, Annie had been frying something on the stove top 
(there are several versions of what she was frying; Jackie says in her book that it was 
potatoes, but I prefer the one that says it was donuts), when she suddenly remembered 
her presence was expected at a meeting. She dropped what she was doing and ran off, 
leaving the frying pan on high. The whole upstairs, the main staircase, and the main 
entry hall, were soon ablaze.  A neighborhood boy fortunately saw the conflagration 
and called the Fire Department; and the boy was none other than 12-year-old Robin 
Pennell. 

By the time firemen had extinguished the blaze, the roof, ceiling and many wall 
panels were burned beyond repair, and the maple floor and many of the timbers were 
deeply charred. Once again the Maybecks had lost their home and possessions to 
fire, and Ben—now aged 78—had even better reason to pack up and move than he’d 
had in 1923. A more conventional or less robust man would have done that.  Instead, 
Annie and Ben seemed intrigued by the pattern left after the charred surfaces had 
been scraped off. By using a combination of hand sanding to free the timbers from 
their charcoal cocoon and experimenting with such new materials as plywood and 

Masonite to restore the ceiling and wall panels, a unique house emerged from the ashes.

When Wallen and the girls returned from the War, they took possession of the house from Ben and Annie, and a new 
era had begun. Jackie, now the mother of young adult women, indulged her interest in ceramics by taking classes 
at the College of Arts and Crafts. She met painters and sculptors, including David Park, Richard Diebenkorn and 
Nathan Oliveira.  Annie Maybeck, “Little Grannie,” died in 1956; and Ben, by now old and more feeble, moved back 
to High House. A drafting board was set up in the living room and Mr. Maybeck set to work on a modest project:  A 
re-design of the City of San Francisco. A few weeks before his death, Ben moved from the High House to the Cottage, 
where he died, at the age of 96.

After Ben’s death, Wallen and Jackie designed and built “Buckeye” at the top of Maybeck Twin Drive (a house with 
two addresses, #8 MTD and 2885 BVW). Buckeye is now owned by architect Tom Powers and his wife, Tracy Pitt. 

Shockingly, Wallen died of a heart attack at age 64, in 1962.  Jackie stayed at 2751, and went on to live there for 34 
more years, occasionally renting rooms to interesting UC students. She was the heart and soul of the street, if not the 
neighborhood. Everyone revered her. We met her when she was in her 70s, and she was a robust and vital woman 
who had great style and charm. We so loved living in the Cottage that we got married in the garden there. We decided 
we needed to own a home of our own and moved away, but we’d bring our boys up for lunch, and Jackie would 
sometimes come down the hill to visit us. Among her many gifts, she possessed one that most older people long for: 
young people were drawn to her and wished to be in her life. She died at home at age 95, in 1996.

By the time we got back to Maybeck Country, Pam and I and our venerable parrot, Pepe, had been away for almost 
40 years. Being able to return has meant the world to us.  The psychologist Jerome Brunner has written that the self is 
a perpetually rewritten story; and when we were lucky enough to buy 2751 BVW, our story expanded to include the 
fact that we live in a work of art. That’s true of many of us lucky souls who live in Maybeck Country.

(continued on page 5)

2751’s living room converted to 
Mr. Maybeck’s workroom 



The de Angulo and Larry Blake Houses

Back in the 1970s, we were slightly acquainted with another notable character in the neighborhood, Gui de Angulo. 
Ms. de Angulo grew up and then lived in the home built by her parents, Jaime and Nancy, which stands directly 
behind the High House. According to Gui’s book about the family, The Old Coyote of Big Sur, her mother bought the 
lot and reputedly commissioned Maybeck to design a cottage for her—but the two seem to have been a bad match 
from the beginning. Gui writes that her mother didn’t want big windows; that Maybeck required her to agree that 
any house built on the site would not be white, and that the occupants would not engage in the on-premises sale of 
alcoholic beverages. The de Angulos and the architect parted company well before the house (which has periodically 
been painted white) was finished. While the couple may have abided by the provision not to sell alcohol out the back 
door, they and their guests consumed prodigious quantities of it, according to Gui. “Now, Nancy, Gui’s mother,” Robin 
tells me, “was a beautiful woman who came from some prominent Eastern family and had gone to one of the Sister 
colleges.”  Her life on Nut Hill was quite different.

Robin says of Gui’s father, Jaime, “I would definitely say he has to go in the 
wonderfully eccentric column. He belonged to an aristocratic Spanish family, 
or had some connection with it. Here was a guy who had an MD and I think 
he also had a doctorate in anthropology. His son, Alvar, was already doing 
original physics when he was 12 years old, and was a great kid. Jaime knew 
something like 20 Indian dialects; he spent a lot of time in the Southwest 
and would sometimes bring Indians up here to the house. I believe there’s 
something in Jacomena’s little red book, The Family View, about them.  

It must have been pretty annoying because there’d be a lot of drinking going on 
and sometimes an Indian or a de Angulo would roll down the slope, ending up 
at the back of High House. 

“Oh boy, the things that happened up here! The whole family was pretty relaxed 
about clothing—you’d see this little girl, Gui, wandering around without any 
clothes on until she was pretty far along, maybe 9 years old,” Robin says. Jaime 
had a ranch in Big Sur when Highway 1 was a dirt road. Henry Miller was a 
good friend of his. “Jaime was staying on the ranch down there and he and 
Alvar had come in to Carmel to pick up supplies. The story was, Jaime’d had a 
few drinks and on the way back he went over the side and down two or three hundred feet crashing down the headland. 
They were both pinned in the wreckage of the car and couldn’t get to one another.  Here was a man who had a medical 
degree and was a doctor and the whole of the night and the next day had to “watch his son gradually bleed to death.”

A cold breeze sends a chill through me, making me wish I’d worn an extra layer on this gray morning. We’ve made 
it to the corner of MTD and BVW. Looking up at the majestic house around the corner at 2753 BVW, I ask Robin if 
he knows anything about it. “It was built for the Episcopal Bishop Thomas, notable in the neighborhood for making 
wine in his garage,” Robin says. I think the house looks like a wood-shingled Roman villa. Originally about half its 
current size, “The northern wing and a bridge linking the two sections of the house were added 25 or 30 years ago and 
the whole place was raised 4 or 5 feet at the same time,” according to Robin. The owners then were John and Evelyn 
Rantzman. We Valois-Linfords call it the Blake House because when we rented the Cottage, this house was occupied 
by Larry Blake, the noted Berkeley restaurateur, and his wife. 

(to be continued in future issues)

(Maybeck - continued from page 4)

Dr. Jaime de Angulo
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(continued on page 7)

Treasured Videos of  Jacomena Maybeck and Florence Jury
By Pam Valois

 

After we bought a house of our own, she’d visit us and then send a note afterwards: “Thanks for the coffee on the patio 
and berry soup. If you ever want me to help pour a piece of sidewalk with you, I could bring tools and a bucket etc., 
not hard to do – a few good hours.”

Years later, we bought her home which she called “High House.” We’ve lived here for nine years and still envision her 
in front of the huge fireplace stoking a fire made of brush from the hillside, or at the head of the table, writing notes 
about the weather, comparing them to the year before.

So imagine the thrill I felt when I discovered two videotaped interviews of Jackie in the Berkeley Historical Society 
archives! In “The Four-Year Stretch,”  here she was, talking with her best friend Flo Jury. They’d written a little book 
together about their years at Cal, and talked about everything from the 1923 fire to life in the boarding houses.  You’ll 
get a good sense of their friendship as well as how different they were from each other. Jackie talks about life at Cal: 
“It was a very rich experience—all these eager young people thrown together and getting emotional and intellectual 
experience of what’s going on in the world—it’s all coming at you like a great tidal wave.”

Jackie and Flo talked every morning by phone. They often took breakfast together in downtown Berkeley, or 
accompanied each other to their book club or to church. When I knew them, they were then both widows and counted 
on each other’s company and support. 

Although the interview, conducted by Ellen Drori, took place in 1989, many of their concerns are similar to those we 
deal with now. In the  interview, Jackie remarked, “You have to be a many-faceted person to live in Berkeley—there are 
demands from all sides—getting new people involved with saving creeks, landmarking buildings, schools, housing. All 
these new things are always happening. Our town is turning over into a nursery for college students and we’re being 
driven off Shattuck Ave!” 
  

In a second video, “Life on the Hill,” also conducted by Ellen Drori in 1989, Jackie talks about the early Maybeck 
compound created after the 1923 fire burned Bernard Maybeck’s grand home to the ground. You’ll see glimpses of the 
Cottage, the Cubby House, the Studio, and Jackie’s family home, High House.  “The rooms just happened on their own 
account—they just grew—they’re very natural and they are all different.” The houses were small and rustic, but Jackie 
reminds us that they loved living close to nature, with sleeping porches and handmade furniture. Ellen asks Jackie 
what her life was like in those days, and Jackie responds that her life went in cycles, as she spent much of the early days 
at her parents’ ranch west of Ukiah. “That’s probably where I learned to make do—if you wanted a chair, you built it, if 
you wanted a house you built it. I learned from my own family and from the Maybecks that work is the most fun you 
can have! Pleasure is work. But real work is more pleasure. It’s hard to explain.” Jackie talks about her relationship with 
Bernard: “I was a young bride and I wasn’t the best cook. Ben said, ‘When you make coffee for someone, put in some 
coffee!’ It was years later that I realized what a treasure he was.”

         Pam Valois & Jacomena Maybeck, 1985

The last time I saw Jacomena Maybeck was in 1995. Her bed had been brought 
upstairs and placed next to her beloved grand fireplace at 2751 Buena Vista 
Way. She greeted visitors coming to say goodbye, as she seemed to know that 
she was dying. Jackie was a close friend – I’d known her since renting her 
Maybeck Cottage in the late seventies. She had helped me in those difficult 
early years of childrearing, and later, in my pursuit of photography. But now 
she was leaving us.

My husband and I missed Jackie. She’d encouraged us to get married 
right there on the Cottage lawn in 1978, never mentioning her own past 
ambivalence about the institution.  We savored spontaneous dinners with 
her and her cats, and  made plum jam together. 
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(continued on page 7)

These two videos are just a small part of the riches you’ll find in the BHSM archives. The two videos discussed here 
are among more than a dozen interview videos on the Society’s YouTube channel. There are over 100 oral histories 
available. Some may be read online via the Society’s website, others in person at the History Center.
 

Pam Valois is the author of Blooming in Winter: The Story of a Remarkable Twentieth-Century Woman, a biography of 
Jacomena Maybeck (daughter-in-law of architect Bernard Maybeck), for sale at our museum. Join us on Zoom on October 
13 at 7 pm, when Pam will present the two Jacomena Maybeck videos.
 

Coming Soon: Updated History of  the 
Berkeley Fire Department

We are about to publish an expanded, third edition of the Tempered by 
Fire booklet first published in 2005. It extends the history of firefighting 
in Berkeley to the present and provides cautionary tales as the city 
approaches the centennial of the disastrous 1923 Fire, a major urban/
wildland fire that destroyed much of North Berkeley. 

In 1915, Berkeley became the first fully mechanized fire department west 
of the Mississippi under the leadership of the first fire chief, James Kenney. 
In addition, it was the second fire department in the country to adopt the 
two-platoon, or two-shift, system. Kenney’s successor, G. Sidney Rose, 
was one of the first chiefs in the country to purchase an inhalator for use 
by a rescue squad, and this was later used on fire engines.

Author Linda Rosen, a former Berkeley Historical Society president, 
has worked closely with Berkeley Fire Department officials, who have 
contributed their photographs and recollections of the 1991 fire and more 
recent Berkeley fires and wildland fires. The book includes new photos of 
the 1923 fire. It also covers ways to stay safe during a wildland/urban fire. 
Tempered by Fire traces the development of the Berkeley Fire Department into an award-winning first-class institution. 

(Valois - continued from page 6)
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Dues & Membership Categories to Change January 1, 2023

After research and study, the Historical Society Board of Directors has chosen to adopt a 
new schedule of membership dues rates and categories.  They are as follows:

$35 Individual; $45 Family; $75 Contributor; $100 Sponsor; $250 Benefactor; 
$750 Life; $20 Student/Low Income.

             Renewing and new members will need to select among these starting January 1.

How about becoming a new Life Member now?
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Florita Cook: Philip K. Dick’s First Editor
      By Fred Etzel

Philip K. Dick’s career as a writer began at an early age. From the eighth grade at Garfield Junior High to his sophomore 
year at Berkeley High School, he submitted short stories and poems to the Young Authors’ Club column of the Berkeley 
Daily Gazette. Florita Cook, who signed her column as “Aunt Flo,” edited the Young Authors’ Club column.  Berkeley 
children joined the Gazette’s writing club as “Little Authors,” Juniors” or “Seniors,” according to grade level. Aunt Flo 
reviewed their stories, poems, book reviews and essays, awarding them “credits” that the young authors could redeem 
for prizes such as books and stationery.

Cook lived in Piedmont with her husband and their daughter.  She took her role as editor seriously, and her comments 
on the stories and poems are candid and constructive; she included them in her column, along with the number of 
“credits” she awarded. 

Dick had a total of sixteen short stories and poems published in the Gazette from 1942 to 1944.  Cook especially 
praised Dick’s short science-fiction story, published on May 8, 1944, entitled “The Slave Race.”  The story tells of 
humans creating a slave race that eventually destroys humankind and begins thinking of creating its own slave race. 
Aunt Flo commented, “Here is something ‘different’ for us to ponder. It is refreshing to receive contributions which 
so obviously reflect that the author has contemplated an idea, pursued its possibilities then sat down to express it. An 
essay such as this is an excellent brain exercise.” She awarded it six credits. 

As Dick’s first editor, Florita Cook played a formative role in the growth and development of an author who would 
write 44 novels and 121 short stories. Today his works are internationally recognized as classics of science fiction and 
mainstream literature; many have been made into movies.  

Dick died in 1982 in Santa Ana, California, at the age of 53, due to complications from a stroke.  Florita Cook died in 
1977 in Santa Barbara. She lived to see the 1962 publication of Dick’s breakthrough novel The Man in the High Castle, 
but not the 2015 Amazon production of a multi-season television adaptation based on this novel.   

In 2014, Frank T. Hollander, a former software engineer living in Bellevue, Washington, edited, self-published, signed 
and numbered 100 copies of a 94-page book entitled “Young Authors’ Club: The Wartime Adolescent Writings of Philip 
K. Dick.” Hollander wrote an introduction to the book, which contains Dick’s 16 short stories and poems published 
in the Young Authors’ column in the Berkeley Daily Gazette. Copy #25 is in the History Room of the Berkeley Central 
Library on Kittredge Street, and the Berkeley Historical Society library now has a photocopy.

Phillip K. Dick, circa 1950  
(License: Alamy Inc.)

Florita Cook (“Aunt Flo”), 
from Berkeley Daily Gazette, 
courtesy of Frank Hollander

Title page of Young Authors’ Club: 
Wartime Adolescent Writings of 
Philip K. Dick

(continued on page 10)
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Sources:
Maureen Foster wrote a two-part article on Philip K. Dick’s life in Berkeley, published in the Summer/Fall 2008 and Winter 2009 
issues of the Berkeley Historical Society Newsletter.
Hollander, Frank T., Young Authors’ Club: Wartime Adolescent Writings of Philip K. Dick, 2014 and telephone conversation with 
the author on August 3, 2022.
Sutin, Lawrence, Divine Invasions: A Life of Philip K. Dick, 1989.
Parsons, Gary, 2013, Berkeley Historical Plaque Project, Dick, Philip K., Writer.
Spencer, Elizabeth (Tama), Genealogical Research.
Findley, James (Jef), Librarian II, Curator of Berkeley History Room, Berkeley Public Library.

(Florita - continued from page 9)

What’s Happening in the Archives
By Bill Roberts

New collections include papers of dance teacher Dart Tinkham, papers of Friends of Strawberry Creek, files of events 
and programs of the Downtown Berkeley Association, a photo album of the William Shore family, ca. 1920-1940, and 
materials relating to the Furuzawa family, which started the East Bay Nursery and was interned during WWII. From 
Willard Middle School we received a number of photographs of the graduating classes, and from various sources 
student writings and yearbooks of Willard, Emerson and Malcolm X schools.

We had a number of volunteers this spring and summer who worked on various large and small collections that we 
have had for a number of years: Clio Petty pushed through the large collection on Susan Groves’ establishment of 
a women’s studies program in the Berkeley schools. Zannelle Iwen took good care of some long neglected family 
collections (James E. Shafer family, Streightif family, Lucy Fahey collection) and the Ozzie Osborne collection. Pamela 
Rouse immediately inventoried a multi-carton collection of materials from the Downtown Berkeley Association, and 
she transferred to the Archives from our People File some collections that warranted more extensive description 
and cataloging (Peralta Family and Albert Dressler materials). She also straightened out some inconsistencies in our 
Organizations File. 

New books in our library include a wonderful biography of Julia Morgan by Victoria Kastner, a beautiful centennial 
history of the Claremont Book Club, and a publication of The Invisible becomes Visible, on Edythe Boone and the 
creation of the street mural on Ashby Avenue. Chez Panisse donated two glasses and a poster celebrating the restaurant’s 
50th anniversary. We continue to catalog previously uncatalogued items in our photograph collection, and also to 
photograph items in our objects collection with a view to providing visual access to these for the public through our 
cataloging system on CatalogIt Hub.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Looking for an opportunity to learn more about Berkeley’s history? Interested in helping 
the Historical Society achieve its goals? Want to meet some other enthusiastic volunteers? 

Wondering what to do with that spare time?
A few of the opportunities with BHSM are:

Be a docent   -   Assist in the archives   -   Help install a new exhibit    
Help with marketing and fundraising   -   Lead a history walk

Just call 510-848-0181 or e-mail info@berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org
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Margot Lind, longtime BHSM board member and volunteer in various capacities, died July 12 of kidney failure. 
Margot was a devoted mother and grandmother who was beloved by many friends who shared her passion for local 
history and historical preservation. A celebration of her life will be held at our site on Sunday, October 23, 2–4 pm 
(RSVP by October 7 to Elizabeth55@gmail.com).

Here are memories of Margot from Linda Rosen…

I knew Margot before our Berkeley Historical Society days, when she wrote for Parents Press. She was the ultimate 
volunteer. Margot was optimistic and had such a warm smile. We would laugh together. We were going to change the 
world—and our generation did—at least for many years. 

Margot was an excellent writer and editor. She managed the office for Parents Press, volunteered at the Berkeley Free 
Clinic, and then served on the board of the Berkeley Historical Society for many years. She was on the board when I 
was president from 1999-2001. Then she became co-president with Carl Wikander from 2007-2010. Margot worked 
on several exhibits, and once saved the day: we inherited the “Berkeley’s Ethnic Heritage” exhibit one month before 
it was to open. Nothing had been done. Margot stayed level-headed. We worked with the committee, and everyone 
pitched in to write essays and gather photographs. Margot wrote several essays, everything came together, and I was 
so grateful. Margot was also office manager for a tech company for years.

Margot will be remembered for her beautiful generous spirit, dedication to others, and her sense of humor.

and from Carl Wikander…

Margot and I spent many Saturdays as docents in the history museum. As we solved many of the world’s problems, I 
came to see Margot’s social conscience as the bedrock of her values. Her empathy with those in need was expressed in 
many ways. I was touched especially by Margot’s adoption of older cats, those the least likely to find homes or star in 
YouTube videos. There was nothing at all chi-chi about Margot.



We were also saddened to hear of the recent death of Peggy Grunland, widow of Paul Grunland. They hosted many 
a gathering of BHSM volunteers at their home on Woodmont, and Paul led many history walks. Paul died in 2018 at 
age 93 and Peggy lived to 98.

       In Memoriam: Margot Lind



PAYMENT INFORMATION:   Total amount $________  □ Cash   □ Check (payable to BHS)  □ Credit card       

I agree to the one time only charge of  $ ________  to my credit card payable to the Berkeley Historical Society 
for membership dues and/or other donations. A receipt will be emailed. Credit card information will be destroyed 
once payment is validated. More information on the BHS credit card authorization policy and privacy policy is 
at www.berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org/privacy_policy.html. 

Signature ________________________________________  Date ________________

 Expiration      Security       Cardholder
     date             code            zipcode

    Mastercard
      Visa
      Discover
      Amex                  Name on card                                                           Card number                                        

MAIL PAYMENT TO: Berkeley Historical Society, P.O. Box 1190, Berkeley, CA 94701
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If you received this newsletter by mail, please check your mailing label, and if your membership has expired, 
we hope to hear from you soon! If you are not yet a member or your membership has lapsed, please consider 
joining the Berkeley Historical Society & Museum! Note: Rates will increase as of January 1, 2023, so save 
money by joining or upgrading now! Membership dues are the primary support for our many activities. 
Members receive the quarterly newsletter, discounts on our walking tours and book purchases, special 
invitations, and priority reservations for walking tours. All dues and donations are tax deductible as provided 
by law. BHSM is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, federal tax ID # 94-2619129. We are always looking for new members, 
so we invite you to share your newsletter with friends who might be interested in Berkeley history, or bring a 
friend to visit the History Center.

Support the Berkeley Historical Society & Museum

Name(s)________________________________ Phone________________ Email___________________________

Mailing Address____________________________________ City________________ State____ ZIP___________

□ MEMBERSHIP  I would like to support BHSM through a one-year membership:  □ NEW    □ RENEWAL

         □ Individual $25       □ Family $30      □ Contributor $50   □ Sponsor $100 

                                  □ Life Member $500          □ Student/Low Income  $15                                          

□ I would like to give a Gift of Membership to ____________________________________ (Please include 
separate form or piece of paper with recipient name(s), address, phone number, and email.) 

□  DONATION  I would like to support BHSM through a gift: 

  □ To the General Operating Fund  $______         □ To the Louis Stein Endowment Fund  $______ 

            □ I have historic materials I may be interested in donating (or lending for scanning); please contact me.      
            Notes:

        __________________________________________________________________________________________         

□  VOLUNTEER  I am interested in volunteering at the Berkeley Historical Society.  Please contact me. 
Notes: 

         __________________________________________________________________________________________      



The Solano Stroll
Returns

George Petty driving a 1927 Model T with passengers John Aronovici, Ann Harlow and Karen Chapman. Petty family 
members walking alongside during the “micro-parade.” Photo by Rebecca Petty.

     George Petty, John Aronovici and John Underhill at our 2022 booth. Photo by Pam Valois.


