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“Building Bridges, Not Walls” 
From Curator Harvey Smith’s Remarks at the Exhibit Opening

November 11, 2018

I’d like to explain how, for me, this project got started. When the old eastern span of the Bay Bridge was being 
dismantled, the Bay Bridge Steel Program offered parts of the bridge to artists to create public art projects. What I 
wanted was to get a lot of that steel and use it to construct a New Deal Museum. All I lacked was a plot of land and 
millions of dollars, so I decided to create some exhibits that would interpret fully the bridges and their legacy. 

The exhibit that resulted has a clear narrative thread, which I hope you enjoy and take the time to follow. Doing 
research I discovered that some of the key designers of the bridges were immigrants and many of the men who built 
the original bridges were the children of immigrants. The new eastern span of the Bay Bridge was built by a diverse 
work force that included women.                

When the two great bridges spanning the bay were completed, a World’s Fair on Treasure Island was held to celebrate 
these engineering marvels. This fair was very different than its counterpart in New York City, which glorified the 
technological advances of the time. Our Bay Area fair, the Pageant of the Pacific, was a bringing together of the 
international cultures of North and South, East and West.  That effort came to a sad end with the beginning of World 
War II, but at the conclusion of conflict, San Francisco hosted the founding conference of the United Nations.

(continued on page 3)

View of a portion of the exhibit, including steel rivets from the old eastern span of the 
Bay Bridge, photos, art and poetry. 
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Dear BHS members and friends,

Little did we know when we opened our Building Bridges, Not Walls 
exhibit that President Trump’s insistence on a border wall would lead to 
an extended government shutdown by year end. Nor did we realize that 
Harvey Smith’s opening remarks in this issue had appeared on the front 
page of the Berkeley Times in December. Presumably not all our readers 
catch the Times, so it bears repeating.

Also appearing in the local news lately is the opening of discussions, 
once again, about the future of Berkeley’s “Old City Hall,” aka the 
Maudelle Shirek Building. Currently, it is all but vacant in the daytime 
and used as a bad-weather homeless shelter at night. The City Council 
has stopped holding its meetings there, but we hope it will someday 
return to being a center of civic activity and pride. 

On November 8, 2016, Berkeley voters passed Measure T1 with 86.5% 
“yes” votes.  The measure authorized the City to sell $100 million of 
General Obligation Bonds to repair, renovate, replace, or reconstruct the 
City’s aging infrastructure and facilities. After six months of community 
input, in June 2017 the City Council approved a list of proposed T1 
Phase 1 projects. You are probably aware of some of the projects already 
underway in parks, senior centers, streets, and more.

Some of the bond money is to be used to begin planning for future 
projects beyond the scope of T1. This includes $150,000 each allocated 
for “conceptual design” of improvements that will “maximize 
community benefit” of the Veterans Building, our current home, and 
Old City Hall, which could possibly become our future home. Both 
are historic landmark buildings with many beautiful design features, 
but both were declared seismically unsafe years ago. They continue to 
deteriorate gradually while the City considers what to do. We all know 
it will be very costly to seismically retrofit and renovate these buildings, 
but what’s the alternative—demolition by neglect? 

I believe a city the size of Berkeley can and will find a way to restore and 
enhance its Civic Center complex to once again be an important source 
of community pride—a place for community gatherings and individual 
and family exploration of what has made Berkeley Berkeley. It will take 
a combination of funding sources, but much smaller cities have shown 
that they can create and maintain history museums in historic landmark 
buildings that are made seismically sound and accessible to all. If this 
makes sense to you, please speak up on behalf of the Berkeley Historical 
Society and the restoration of both Old City Hall and the Veterans 
Memorial Building—to City leaders, your friends and neighbors, the 
media, public meetings, you name it.

Thank you,
Ann Harlow, President
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The United Nations was planned by Franklin Roosevelt, but unfortunately he died a few months before the conference. 
However, he articulated its principles in January 1944 with his Second Bill of Rights speech. These economic rights 
included employment, housing, education and health care. These concepts were carried forward by Eleanor Roosevelt 
in her work on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

The City of Berkeley has taken this to heart over the years with its many sanctuary resolutions. Our city recognizes 
both international and U.S. laws pertaining to refugees and asylum seekers. Our resolutions are statements of the 
moral values we hold dear as a community and statements of the actions we will implement to uphold them. As the 
first sanctuary city in the U.S., Berkeley has become a beacon and inspiration for other communities to take action. 
Humanistic values and determined action are what can see us through dark times.

Berkeley has played a role in the literal building of bridges. Charles Derleth and Scottish immigrant Andrew Lawson 
were both UC Berkeley professors who contributed their talents to the building of the Golden Gate and Bay bridges. 
Fred Divita, the child of immigrants, was a UC Berkeley graduate. Ernest L Ransome, an English immigrant and 
construction innovator, was commemorated by the architects of Berkeley High School. T.Y. Lin, a Chinese immigrant 
and UC professor, was a consultant on the new Bay Bridge span. Eleanor Wise, Miss Berkeley, helped cut the ribbon 
at the opening of the original Bay Bridge, a New Deal project. That event occurred today, November 11th, 82 years 
ago. Berkeley resident Emmy Lou Packard assisted Diego Rivera on his Treasure Island mural. Little known fact – 
Rivera stayed in Berkeley for a short time in the Packard family cottage. The United Nations Charter was printed at 
UC Press and taken to San Francisco to be signed by the delegates.

World peace was on the minds of those who gathered in San Francisco in 1945. Today we celebrate Veterans Day, 
but the original holiday, Armistice Day, was established not only to commemorate those who served but primarily 
to perpetuate peace. We seemed to have forgotten that intention, and, in fact, our nation’s care for veterans seems 
essentially to rest on platitudes.

Likewise, as a nation we have forgotten that government works. The great bridges of the Bay Area are only two 
examples of tens of thousands of infrastructure and public development projects that put millions to work during the 
New Deal. Look around Berkeley and the Bay Area today, and we see lots of development pushed forward by a tech 
industry that offshores its profits and doesn’t pay its taxes, making it difficult to do publicly funded projects. Private 
development is financed by an array of REITs and LLCs that shield the identity of investors. Who is driving the 
changes in our community – Russian oligarchs, drug money launderers, or just greedy corporations? Berkeley should 
never, never forget the seven Irish students killed in the balcony collapse, which clearly illustrated that unfettered 
greed is a corporate strategy and negligence is an operational tactic.

And, Berkeley should save the shellmound!

I’d like to recognize this exhibit’s amazing group of Berkeley artists, photographers and poets who apply their 
considerable talents to critical social issues. Artists include Carol Denney, Doug Minkler, Jos Sances, Juana Alicia, 
Robbin Légère Henderson, Sharon Siskin and Carla Woodworth. Photographers include David Bacon, Ken Light, 
Richard Misrach, Ray Holbert and our sole San Franciscan, Joe Blum. Poets include Alan Bern, Claire Ortalda, Floyd 
Salas, John Curl, Leila Rae, Rafael Jesús González and Summer Brenner. Thanks to my co-curator Phyllis Gale and to 
John Aronovici, the holder of all the keys at the Berkeley Historical Society. Thanks also to Susan Goldstein and the 
staff of the History Center at the San Francisco Public Library and to Zach Stewart of the Canessa Gallery in North 
Beach.

Enjoy the exhibit, but come back again and bring friends and family. History informs our present outlook and the 
actions so much needed to push forward the building of bridges, not walls.

Harvey Smith, author of  Berkeley and the New Deal (Arcadia, 2014),  is active in the National New Deal Preservation 
Association and California’s Living New Deal Project.

(Building Bridges - continued from page 1)
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Sanctuary for Everyone
How Berkeley’s Prior History Continues to Inform Today

By Phyllis Gale

Sanctuary in Berkeley was born of the moral outrage of the anti-Vietnam War peace movement (including US Navy 
sailors) in the 1970s and carries through to supporting multi-faceted issues today such as immigration, marijuana, 
United Against Hate and conscientious objectors – to name a few.  This article focuses on the Berkeley High School 
walkout on September 15, 2017 in support of today’s Dreamers (participants in the DACA – Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals – program), some of whom are their classmates. They were inspired by an earlier 2008 event in 
which students at Berkeley High peacefully walked out and formed a human chain with their fellow classmates united 
against Immigration and Customs Enforcement arrests involving a local family. Led again by the Chicano Latino 
United Voices (CLUV) student group in 2017, students worked with school administrators, the school district and 
others to organize a peaceful protest.  

      Photo by Mollie Bero, Berkeley High parent.

Berkeley High students formed a circle around the entire campus (2 blocks long) by linking arms and chanting – 
demonstrating their unity with today’s Dreamers. (The center link, with hands raised, is Micaela Vargas, a BHS 
student volunteer, making history.) 

As President Trump continues the discussion of rescinding former President Obama’s policies to protect the Dreamers, 
anxiety increases among these young people regarding their future. The City of Berkeley responded by reaffirming 
its support of Dreamers, while both the Berkeley School District and the University of California, Berkeley affirmed 
their support of safe schools and support of the Dreamers who attend their schools. Their resolutions, policies and 
articles can be found at berkeley.edu and berkeleyschools.net. 

Reference:  Orenstein, “With ‘human chain,’ Berkeley High shows unity on DACA,” Berkeleyside, September 15, 2017.



Lydia Sturtevant: Berkeley’s Opera Singer
By Willard M. Oliver

 

While researching the biography August Vollmer: The Father of American Policing, I learned much about Vollmer’s 
first wife: Berkeley’s very own opera singer, Lydia Sturtevant.  As I began researching her background in 2008, I 
discovered several pictures of Lydia online on a family blog.  Cross-checking the information on the website, I knew 
it had to be her, so I posted a message in the hopes I could obtain the photos for publication in the book.    

A number of years passed before Belle Vengco, a grand-niece of Lydia, happened to be on the family blog and saw 
my posted message.  She contacted me and explained that no one was keeping up with the blog and she had little 
information about her great aunt.  She did tell me that her cousin had the photos and she would try to obtain high- 
resolution copies.  While waiting for the photos, I began researching Lydia’s background.

Lydia came from a long line of Sturtevants who had made their way to America in one of the follow-on ships after 
the Mayflower.1  Her father, Charles Whitmore Sturtevant, was born in Boston (MA) on June 19, 1846, and attended 
college before enlisting during the Civil War.2  Due to his education, he received a commission during the war and 
was promoted to First Lieutenant.3  After the war ended, Charles began a career with the U.S. Consul in Havana, 
Cuba, and, after meeting the love of his life and learning Spanish, he married Lenora Valdes in 1868.4  They soon had 
a boy, George (1870), and a girl, Angeline (1874), who was often referred to as “Anjie” or “Nan.”  In 1875, Charles 
took a position in San Francisco as the editor of a Spanish newspaper, and the following year, Lydia was born.5  

Lydia made frequent trips to Cuba with her family, learning to speak Spanish fluently.  At a very young age, she 
developed a talent for singing, once remarking she had begun to sing “almost before I knew how to talk.”6  In her 
early teens, she was asked to sing the song “Ben Bolt” in a San Francisco production of Trilby.  In 1892, the family 
moved across the Bay to Berkeley, and she soon met Gus Vollmer on a playground.  Although she liked Gus, he was 
already dating a girl by the name of Pat Fell who, one day, became his second wife.  

In the fall of 1893, Lydia was sent to Italy to perfect her singing voice and learn Italian.  After a year, she moved to 
Germany to further her education and learn another language.  In 1896, she debuted with the Milan Opera Company 
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Left: Lydia Sturtevant in Gluck’s opera 
Orpheus, most likely from her performance 
at the Greek Theatre in Berkeley. 

Right: Lydia as Nancy in Martha. Photos 
courtesy of Belle Vengco and her family.
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in the lead role in Verdi’s Il Trovatore.  She was soon performing world-wide with various opera companies, mostly 
in lead roles, and would do so for the next 10 years.   

After her father died on October 9, 1906, Lydia returned home to take care of her mother, who had been ill for some time. 
Lydia remained in Berkeley, opening a singing studio at 2168 Shattuck Avenue.9 In July of 1908, while vacationing at 
Camp Vacation, she almost drowned swimming in the Russian River.  Fortunately, Vollmer was vacationing with her 
and he successfully rescued her. Not only did he save her life, he also married her on May 31, 1911.

Their marriage, however, had no storybook ending.  Lydia was primarily focused on her voice lesson studio and 
appearing in local opera productions, while Vollmer was focused on improving the Berkeley Police Department.  The 
two grew apart and, by 1915, Vollmer moved out, taking up residence at the Elks Club at 2018 Allston Way.  They 
were quietly divorced on October 8, 1920. Lydia continued giving voice lessons from her studio, but she also took 
over as the manager and director of Berkeley local radio station KRE. Lydia never remarried and died on July 26, 
1938.

The Vollmer biography was published in early 2017, and, unfortunately, I was unable to include a photo of Lydia 
in the book.  Recently, however, Belle contacted me wanting to know if I was still interested in the photos, which 
I was excited to see.  She told me that she had been asked by her family to take up the mantle of researching the 
family history, and she wanted to know more about Lydia, starting with where she was buried.  She was able to track 
down the funeral parlor where her memorial was held, and from there, the cemetery where her ashes were interred.  
When contacting them, however, she discovered that her sister Angeline had taken possession of her ashes in 1939.  
Angeline then moved to Hawaii, where she lived until 1953.  It is believed her ashes were brought back to Oakland, 
but Belle has been unable to track them down.  If anyone happens to know anything more about Lydia Sturtevant or 
where her ashes are interred, please e-mail Belle Vengco at bvengco@mac.com.
 
Willard M. Oliver is a professor of criminal justice at Sam Houston State University and is the author of August 
Vollmer: The Father of American Policing (Carolina Academic Press, 2017). 

Notes
1.  Ancestry.com; Anderson, Robert C. The Great Migration Begins: Immigrants to New England, 1620-1633. Boston: New 
England Genealogical Society, 2012.

2.  See Ancestry.com for Public Photo, Massachusetts State Census, 1855, and U.S. Census 1850.  

3.  Historical Data Systems. U.S. Civil War Soldier Records and Profiles. Provo: Historical Data Systems.

4.  The Berkeley Gazette, October 10, 1929.

5.  The Berkeley Gazette, October 10, 1929.

6.  The Berkeley Gazette, October 10, 1929.

7.  The Berkeley Gazette, October 10, 1929.

8.  The Berkeley Gazette, October 9, 1906; California Death Index, 1905-1939; The San Francisco Chronicle, December 25, 
1906.

9.  The Berkeley Gazette, June 15, 1918; July 27, 1918.

10.  Oakland Tribune, July 26, 1908; The San Francisco Chronicle, July 29, 1908.

11.  The San Francisco Call, June 1, 1911. 

12.  Oakland Tribune, October 8, 1920.
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Researching Berkeley Houses: Part 2
By Fred Etzel

The Berkeley Architectural Heritage Association (BAHA), located in the McCreary-Greer House at 2318 Durant 
Avenue, is open for research on Thursday afternoons from 2:00 to 6:00 PM.  BAHA’s extensive records include the 
Donogh Real Estate Files (Donogh Files).  The Donogh Files were originated and maintained by Berkeley realtor 
A. (Andrew) Ormsby Donogh, Jr. (1895-1985).  Donogh sold residential real estate in Berkeley from 1939 into the 
1970s from his office at locations in downtown Berkeley on Bancroft and Shattuck Avenues.  His father, A. Ormsby 
Donogh, Sr., and two younger twin brothers, Stanley and Standish, worked in retail.  All four are shown above in front 
of what came to be known as the Donogh Building at Shattuck and Bancroft Avenues. 

The Donogh Files consist of an estimated 40,000 individual cards for each of the residential properties then in 
Berkeley.  Each 3” x 6” card was printed with rows and columns, and Donogh and his staff typed and hand-wrote 
information on the front side of each pre-printed individual file card.  This information included: owner, address, 
phone number, stories, rooms, sales price, listing date, and related facts.  Beginning in 1939, Donogh and presumably 
his staff took photographs of many Berkeley properties, primarily in Downtown, South Campus, and Elmwood, but 
also in other parts of Berkeley.  When he took photographs, Donogh affixed a small envelope to the other side of the 
card.  Folded in this envelope is a 3” x 6” typed sheet of paper with additional information on one side of the sheet 
and a copy of a black and white photograph of the property on the other side of the sheet.

When the Donogh family donated the Donogh Files to BAHA circa 1977, the individual cards were stored in 50 
white cardboard boxes measuring 16” x 6 ½” x 19 ½.”  Anthony Bruce, executive director of BAHA and curator of 
the Donogh Files, stored these boxes within the “conservatory” room of the McCreary-Greer House.  The boxes are 
arranged alphabetically by street name.  Within each box, the individual files cards are arranged numerically by street.  
The Donogh Files, containing information on individual houses unavailable from other sources, are brittle with age 
and require careful handling.  Relying on volunteers, they are in the process of being put into digital format. (Sources: 
Anthony Bruce, Carrie Olsen and Daniella Thompson, BAHA, with additional assistance from Michael Griffith, 
Oakland History Room).

City Directories were created for local salesmen, merchants, and others interested in contacting residents of an 
area.  The Berkeley Historical Society (BHS) owns a copy of Kelts’ Geographical Directory, Oakland and East Bay 
Cities, March 1936.  Kelts’ pages are unnumbered and the Directory covers Oakland, Berkeley, Alameda, Piedmont, 
El Cerrito, Albany, Emeryville and San Leandro.  The Directory lists the cities alphabetically and, for each city, the 
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Directory lists all businesses and residents having telephone service in the order of their street address.  The named 
streets are arranged in alphabetical order, followed by numbered streets in numerical order.  Each listing gives the 
resident’s name, telephone exchange abbreviation and the telephone number of the resident.  Kelts’ allows one to 
identify the residents living on a particular block.

BHS also has Pacific Telephone Street Address Telephone Directories, also known as reverse directories, for Oakland, 
Alameda, Berkeley and San Leandro for February 1950 and for certain years starting in 1964 through 1984.  These 
Directories are arranged by street address and list the name and phone number of residents on the street receiving tele-
phone service.  As with Kelts, the Street Address Telephone Directories identify the residents living on a given block.

For the United States Census, federal government employees went door to door recording residents’ answers to 
detailed questions on Census Enumeration sheets.  The number and subject matter of the questions varied from census 
year to census year.  For example, in 1930, Census enumerators asked for the first time whether the family had a 
radio.  The History Room of the Berkeley Public Library (open by appointment) has the Berkeley portion of the US 
Censuses on microfilm for the 1910, 1920, 1930 and 1940 years, plus hard copies for 1870, 1880 and 1900 (the 1890 
census was unfortunately destroyed for most of the country including Berkeley).  The 1930 Census Enumeration 
Sheet information available at the Central Library allows one to construct a socio-economic profile of each household 
on a given street block. 

Firsthand memories, recalled stories, and, in fortunate instances, photographs of longtime neighborhood residents are 
an excellent source of information about Berkeley neighborhoods and individual houses.  For example, shown above 
are two photographs of 512 Neilson Street.  Based on the City of Berkeley Building Permit records and the Sanborn 
Map for the 500 Block, the building permit for 512 Neilson Street was issued on May 25, 1926 and the final electrical 
permit was issued on September 14, 1926.  In both photographs, the lot adjacent to 512 Neilson on its north side is 
vacant.  This suggests the two photographs were taken on or about September 14, 1926, shortly after 512 Neilson 
Street was constructed and sold.

These photographs were discovered in the attic of 512 Neilson Street in 1969 by its present owner, Ann Murphy, 
and are shown with her permission.  Using information from the 1930 Census Enumeration sheets, I was able to 
determine that the people in the lower photograph are Stephen Quale, Jr., age 53, and his wife Marie, age 34.  They 
owned 512 Neilson Street, which in 1930 was valued at $6,500.  Stephen was a superintendent for a road construction 
company and Marie was the proprietor of a millinery shop.  The sapling planted in front of the house is now a mature 
London Plane Tree.  (The two women and the man in the left photograph are presumably friends of the Quales.  Their 
identities require further research.)  Signs in both photographs are real estate sales signs, suggesting 512 Neilson had 
recently been purchased by the Quales.  The name “Long” is in one of the signs.  In the time period during which the 
500 block was built, i.e. 1926-27, Roy O. Long was a prominent figure in Berkeley real estate and land development 
with an office at 2114 Shattuck Avenue.

In addition to the four sources briefly described above, BHS and BAHA have more resources that can contribute to 
our understanding and appreciation of Berkeley’s houses.

The Quale family home at 512 Neilson Street, circa 1930. Photos courtesy of Ann Murphy.
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An interesting find in some old City of Berkeley ledger volumes was a set of several large sheets documenting the 
opening of nine Berkeley streets in 1906, showing the properties affected and the compensation given to the owners. 

We received a set of programs from the Cinema-Guild Theatre on Telegraph Avenue covering the period 1957 to 
1968. Pauline Kael served as manager there from 1955 to 1960, and the capsule movie reviews she wrote there helped 
launch her career as one of America’s most influential film critics. 

Linda Maio presented to us some files from her tenure on the City Council upon her retirement from that position.

The closing of Pacific Steel Casting Company led to our acquisition of some artifacts from the company and a few 
photographs.

As usual, we received several batches of miscellaneous documents and pictures from our ever-generous board member 
Ed Herny.

We could use more help with cataloguing our acquisitions. If you are a detail-oriented person interested in Berkeley 
history and have a few hours a month you could contribute, please contact me, wroberts1939@yahoo.com. I am 
usually at the History Center on Fridays.

 – Bill Roberts

Archives Report

Interior of the shop of Herman Muller, violin maker and 
repairer, at 1709 Milvia Street, about 1911. Gift of Ed Herny. 
BHS # 223-192-12863.

City of Berkeley award to Pacific Steel Casting, 
1996. BHS # 2018.058.

Errata: 
The photograph of the Schools for the Deaf and Blind 
on page 1 of the Fall 2018 newsletter was labeled as 
the schools’ original building, but that was incorrect. At 
right is the image that should have been there.

Also, that issue was labeled “Volume 37 Number 3” but 
should have been “Volume 36 Number 4.”

We apologize for any confusion that may have arisen.
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Finally, our new outdoor banner! (The old one had lost 
its bright yellow background.) Final inspection by the 
installer and John Aronovici, History Center manager, 
in November.

MISSING VOLUMES NEEDED FOR BERKELEY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY LIBRARY

THE HISTORICAL SOCIEY HAS A COLLECTION OF ALL 
BUT THE LISTED YEARS OF THE BERKELEY HIGH SCHOOL 

YEARBOOK “OLLA PODRIDA”

1994  1996  1997  1999  2012
If you have any of these you could donate, 
please contact BHS at 510-848-0181. We 

would be happy to pay the shipping cost, or 
you could bring them to the museum.

Thank You to Our 2018
Benefactors!

Sponsor/Business ($100+)
Berkeley Chamber of Commerce, George Conklin, 
George Crowe, Douglas Daniels, Phil Darnall, 
Robert Fabry, Susan Flagg, Bruce A. Fodiman, 
Councilmember Sophie Hahn, Darby Johnston, 
Judith Kysh, Mike & Becky Meehan, Mara Melandry, 
Eileen Murphy, Jana Olson, Judy & Fred Porta, 
Richard Rahm, Kent Rasmussen & Celia Ramsay, 
Spenger’s Fresh Fish Grotto, Christine Sunderland, 
Thornwall Properties, Inc., Kristi Wessenberg, G. 
Michael Yovino-Young.

Life Members
Bruce Africa, Susan Austin, Nancy & Peter Bickel, 
Mary Cardwell, Mark & Nelly Coplan, Patricia 
DeVito, Tom Edwards, David Eifer, Steve Greenberg, 
Ann Harlow, George Petty, Linda & Steve Rosen, 
Susan Schwartz, Bret & Rachel Taber, Ann Tussing, 
Valerie Yasukochi, Burlington Willes.

Thank you also to everyone who made contributions in 
memory of Shelley Rideout and Paul Grunland, to all who 
donated materials to our Archives, and anyone else we 
may have omitted here!



Myra Simmons, Black Suffragist
1881-1965

By Phyllis Gale

Myra Simmons, of 1627 Hearst Avenue in Berkeley, was a young 
black woman who actively participated in the 1911 Woman 
Suffrage Movement. She founded the Alameda County Colored 
Center of the California Civic League in 1910 and served as 
president through the election and into mid-1914.

She also presided over the Colored Equal Suffrage League, 
based in Oakland, participating in rallies alongside the Oakland 
Suffrage Amendment League. Under Simmons’s direction, the 
Colored Equal Suffrage League held meetings at churches such 
as the Cooper African Methodist Episcopal Church of Oakland 
as well as the North Oakland Baptist Church. 

On Election Day, October 10, 1911, precinct captain Myra 
Simmons led two other black women, Louise Delitti and Melba 
Stafford, as they picketed Precinct 5, Ward 6, from 6 am until 6          San Francisco Call, October 9, 1911
pm. According to Simmons, this was the only precinct in Alameda County represented by black women. 

Shortly after women gained the right to vote in California through this election, Simmons disbanded the Colored 
Equal Suffrage League and reorganized it into a study club focusing on educating black women on civics and the 
voting process.  These women went on to denounce segregation in California schools and to support the appointment 
of black officials in government.  According to the 1912 California Voter Registrations (California State Library), 
Myra Simmons registered to vote as a Socialist.

(Phyllis Gale plans to write about one Berkeley suffragist per newsletter through 2020, the anniversary of the 
Nineteenth Amendment. You are welcome to send her suggestions via membership@berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org.)
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Bay Area Book Festival 2019
Saturday, May 4 and Sunday, May 5 from 11 am to 5 pm each day

This year, we will be inside the Berkeley History Center to sell books and  host signing events with our Berkeley 
history authors. Mark your calendars and plan to be part of the festivities!

If you are an author who would like to sell and/or sign your books at the festival and your book meets the criteria of 
being a nonfiction book on Berkeley or East Bay history or a fictional book that uses Berkeley as an historic backdrop, 
please contact us immediately at info@berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org. Please put Book Fest at the beginning of the 
subject line.  

The deadline to let us know is February 28, 2019.  You will be contacted by mid-March to let you know if you have 
been selected.

If you like reading, the Bay Area Book Festival, taking place outdoors and indoors throughout downtown Berkeley, 
is an event not to be missed. See www.baybookfest.org for more information, and we hope you will drop in to see us 
and meet authors at the History Center during the weekend.
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Name(s) _____________________________________  Mailing address ___________________________________________
City _______________  State ___ Zip _______ Phone ________________ Email ____________________________________

(We use your email to notify you of special events, confirm event reservations, or send receipt for credit card charge)

                     Individual  $25    Family  $30   Student/Low Income  $15   
                                 Contributor  $50    Sponsor/Business  $100           Life Member  $500        

     I would like to give a Gift of Membership to _________________________ (Please include separate form or piece of paper 
with recipient name(s), address, phone number, and email.) 

     I would like to support the BHS through a gift: 
To the General Operating Fund  $______         To the Louis Stein Endowment Fund  $______ 

                 Name on card                                                           Card number                                        

Berkeley Historical Society Membership
Membership in the Berkeley Historical Society (BHS) helps maintain the quality of all our activities, including 

archives, exhibits, programs, events, walks, newsletter and operations. 
All dues and donations are tax deductible as provided by law. BHS is a 501(c)3 nonprofit, federal tax ID # 94-2619129.

MAIL PAYMENT TO: Berkeley Historical Society, P.O. Box 1190, Berkeley, CA 94701

  I would like to support BHS through Membership:      NEW      RENEWAL

Membership and Support
At our December Board of Directors meeting, Phyllis Gale was appointed the Membership Secretary. This position 
had been temporarily filled for quite some time.  We want to thank John Aronovici and many others for covering 
these duties.

Many renewal notices went out recently. If you received one, please take a moment to send in your renewal information 
and your dues. You can also complete the form below to join as a new member, renew, give a gift membership, or 
make an extra donation. Funds from dues and donations are our major support for ongoing exhibits, archiving, 
newletters, supporting the history center, and other operational activities. 

If you have any questions, suggestions or comments, please call Phyllis Gale at 510-508-4389 or email her at 
membership@berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org.
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