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Brennan’s Corner Saloon, circa 1890. The saloon probably existed not much longer 
after John Brennan died in 1894. The Raspiller and Hofburg breweries were nearby. 
If you take a magnifying glass to the 1890 photo you can see lettering on the two 
beer advertisements attached to the outside wall, on either side of the door open-
ing. One reads AMERICAN LAGER BEER (a Raspiller Brewery beer) and the other 
reads HOFSBURG, located a half block away).

Cutter 
Laboratories
By Jack Cutter

My grandfather, Edward Allen Cutter, 
founded Cutter Analytic Laboratories 
in Fresno in 1897. He was a phar-
macist and the son and grandson 
of physicians from Quebec. When 
he was 27, he bought a drugstore 
in Fresno that included a soda foun-
tain and a small backroom that he 

By Daphne Tooke and Susan Austin

We hope you are able to visit our fasci-
nating new exhibit, Fermenting Berkeley, 
before its closing date in March. We 
have had a great deal of fun putting it 
together. Daphne dreamed up the idea, 
and Sue came along for the ride. And 
what a ride it has been!

Deciding on the time period for the 
exhibit was easy – we’d start at the 
moment when the state of California 
passed its first law regulating the buying 
and drinking of alcohol in the Berkeley 
(1873) by establishing a 2-mile dry zone 
around the newly established univer-
sity. The end of the time period would 
be the 1970’s when the 1-mile dry zone 
was finally abolished and legislation was 
passed permitting home and microbrew-
eries. In the intervening 100 years, sig-
nificant events took place that affected 
Berkeley residents, such as the enact-
ment and repeal of the Prohibition con-
stitutional amendments. 

Even though exhibit is organized the-

matically, the introductory panel pres-
ents the key dates regarding alcohol in 
Berkeley. In compiling these dates, we 
were surprised to learn how early Berke-
ley restricted alcohol use relative to the 
rest of the country, and how long it took 
for the city to move away from these dry 
beginnings. 

Part 1 

The Marstons 
in Berkeley
The Captain and His Wife
By Phil Gale 

William H. Marston was a self-made man. 
He was born in Maine in 1835 and or-
phaned at the age of nine. Since he was 
too old to be cute and not old enough to 
be a good worker, he was on his own. He 
had to find a family who would want to 
take him in return for his being able to 
help with the chores. During those years 
he was taken in by several different fami-
lies, one of which was the Plummers. He 
could help Mrs. Plummer while her hus-
band, who was a master mariner, was at 
sea.

When he was 17, he decided to go to sea 
himself. Starting out as a cabin boy, he 
was a quick learner. He soon became a CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

A Virtual Tour of our new Exhibit 

Fermenting Berkeley



President’s  Report
Hello Berkeley History Center faithful . . . 

As the year 2005 whizzed past us, the 
Berkeley History Society was busy in 
its mission of archiving, preserving and 
promoting Berkeley history on dynamic 
levels, thanks to our community’s help-
ers. We are able to serve because of 
you, and because of you, we serve. 

The volunteers that give hours to orga-
nize, archive and promote the Berkeley 
History Center and the Berkeley Histori-
cal Society are our biggest treasures. 
We are grateful for the gifts of time to 
help staff the History Center and your 
help on BHS projects.

Similarlity, your generous contributions 
and annual membership dues helped  
the Berkeley History Center to grow and 
maintain the archives, launch two new 
exhibits, purchase a postcard display 
rack, and update our two old comput-
ers, software and printer.

We also appreciate being conveniently 
located in the Veteran’s Memorial Build-
ing, thanks to tremendous support from 
Honorable Mayor Tom Bates, our es-
teemed City Councilmembers and dedi-
cated aides, and our Berkeley History 
Center community supporters. 

As we jump into the 2006 whirlwind, we 
expect we’ll see you visiting the Center, 
attending one of our museum exhibits 
or at a community booth. If you see us 
making a bee-line for you, it’ll be be-
cause we’ll want to thank you personally 
for your time, your archival contribu-
tions, your good deeds, well wishes and 
sponsorship, and for your many talents 
that help to keep the commun ity mind-
ful of the Berkeley History Center and 
the mission of preserving history.

On behalf of our all-volunteer staff and 
all-volunteer board of directors, we wish 
you prosperity, peace, happiness and 
unconditional love in 2006 and in the 
years to come. 2

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

John Aronovici
PRESIDENT

Shelley Rideout 
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT

Phil Gale 
TREASURER

Carole Bennett-
Simmons

Ken Cardwell

Steven Finacom

Karen Hata

Ed Herny

AnaLuisa Coplan 
PRESIDENT

Linda Keilch 
SECRETARY

Tom Edwards 
PAST PRESIDENT

Margot Lind 

Greta Olsen

Linda Rosen 

Allen Stross

Judy Wilkes

History Center is located in the 
Veterans Memorial Building

1931 Center St., Berkeley, CA 94701

Mailing Address
P.O. Box 1190

Berkeley, CA 94701-1190 
 510-848-0181

Margot Lind 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Fermenting Berkeley
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Prohibition is a big part of the story, 
and so the first section of the exhibit, 
Legally Speaking, describes Amend-
ments 18 (Establishment of Prohibition) 
and 21 (The Repeal of Prohibition) as 
well as the Volstead Act which spelled 
out the mechanics of prohibition. The 
panel explores one unusual aspect of 
the Volstead Act dealing with the use of 
wine in religious rituals and, in particu-
lar, how wine was regulated within the 
Jewish community. In the 1920’s Berke-
ley had one small Orthodox Synagogue, 
Congregation Beth Israel. We wondered 
how congregants felt when they read 
the front page of the Berkeley Daily Ga-
zette describing Jews purchasing wine in 

New York’s East side, a copy of which 
you can see on this panel. In addition, 
there are some political cartoons that 
represent both pro- and anti-Prohibition 
view points.

Of course, laws are easily made, but 
enforcement is a whole different story. 
The panel titled Enforcing the Law de-
scribes how local authorities tried to 
keep Berkeley dry. There are police and 
vice squad statistics, Berkeley Daily Ga-
zette articles about various incidents of 
law breaking, as well as a story about 
how Earl Warren gained early notoriety 
busting Emeryville speakeasies. The 
photo of Earl Warren is unusual. It is a 
1941 photograph taken at the Bohemian 
Grove, posing with some members of 
his UC graduating class of 1912. 

Upcoming “Fermenting Berkeley” Special Events 
In February and March there will be a several programs we know you will enjoy. 
Dates and times will be announced.  They include:

A Vintner Roundtable Discussion
Early Berkeley vintners will reminisce and swap stories

Lecture on Berkeley’s War 
Between the Wets and the Drys
Speakers: Charles Wollenberg and Linda Rosen

Afternoon in a Brew Pub
Learn about the landmark legislation of the 1970’s that led to Berkeley’s 
brew pubs and sample some of the city’s finest products.

John Aronovici and AnaLuisa Coplan

Board of Directors
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How could we put together an exhibit 
about alcohol in Berkeley without a nod 
to the Golden Bears? The panel titled 
Go Bears is one we hope will help the 
Berkeley Historical Society learn more 
about Berkeley’s favorite drinking holes. 
A large map, marked with the one and 
two mile dry zones is ready for your in-
put. We are asking visitors to place a pin 
and flag on the spot that marks a fa-
vorite place to imbibe (pre 1960). Each 
time we look at the map, more sites are 
represented. You can also listen to a 
rendition of a few Cal drinking songs, as 
well as enjoy some photos of student life 
related to alcohol.

Berkeley was an early and strong sup-
porter of the Women’s Christian Temper-
ance Union (WCTU). The panel on the 
WCTU describes some ways the women 
showed their strength and belief in Pro-
hibition. Berkeley found a lasting way to 
let this be known, by naming the first ju-
nior high school in America after Frances 
E. Willard, the second president of the 
WCTU. The photos of the original build-
ing of Willard Junior High are charming.

Berkeley’s story of the war between 
the Wets and the Drys is spellbinding. 
On this panel we decided to visually 
communicate the two points of views. 

Fermenting Berkeley
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

On one side are images of mainly East 
Berkeley, home of most of the city’s dry 
population. These images are of Berke-
ley’s “Do-Gooders”: people and organi-
zations who were concerned about alco-
hol abuse, (e.g., the University YWCA, 
the seminaries on Holy Hill, YMCA, and 
individuals like Phoebe Hearst) who con-
centrated many of their philanthropic 
efforts in West Berkeley. On the other 
side of the panel are scenes of West 
Berkeley, including some of our earliest 
saloons and industries.

Of course, we had to explore the enter-
taining topic of the various elixirs and 
tonics from the 1920s whose main ingre-
dient was alcohol. The panel, The Proof 
is in the Medicine, deals with the how 
medicine used alcohol. The advertise-
ments are hilarious. Daphne is especially 
taken with the advertisements for fron-
tier and patent medicines, guaranteed to 
fix anything that ails you. Sue is fond of 
the bottles, lent by a Berkeley bottle col-
lector, which once held elixirs and tonics, 
all from Berkeley pharmacies.

The last two panels in the exhibit explore 
alcohol production before the repeal of 
Prohibition and after that time. There 
are family tales about making and drink-
ing alcohol in Berkeley that are sure to 
make you thirsty. 

Bottles from one of Berkeley’s earliest 
and largest beer breweries are on view, 
as well as 1970’s wine bottles from a 
local vintner. Here, too, is the story of 
America’s first sake factory, founded in 
Berkeley, as well as the role that Assem-
blyman Tom Bates played in the 1970’s 
in legalizing local wine and beer produc-
tion.

Fermenting Berkeley is more than an 
exhibit about alcohol. It tries to capture 
the spirit and intensity of this unique city. 
See you at the History Center! Cheers!

BERKELEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY -  LOUIS STEIN COLLECTION,#2069

Vegnes Family at christening at Villa des Roses, 1898. West Berkeley’s first French 
restaurant, Fourth Street and University Avenue.

BERKELEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY - LOUIS STEIN COLLECTION, #2367

Wiemann Block, c. 1890. Lorin Station, 
3284 Adeline Street.
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second mate and, by 1859, first mate.
Upon returning from one of his voy-
ages, he found the Plummers preparing 
to move to California. When asked if he 
wished to accompany them, his answer 
was “Why not?” They arrived in San 
Francisco in May 1860.

He was made captain upon his arrival 
in San Francisco. At first, he was in the 
lumber trade from Puget Sound to San 
Francisco. Later he was in command of 
one of the exploratory voyages to Rus-
sian Alaska and then in the Tahiti trade, 
bringing fruit and mushrooms from Tahiti 
to San Francisco. In the 1870’s, he made 
some voyages on the Chinese coast, 
Australia, and British Columbia. 

In January 1878, while arriving in Victo-
ria, B.C. on the Lunalilo in ballast from 
Honolulu, his anchors failed and he was 
wrecked and the vessel was totaled. 
Some 20 days earlier, the Hudson Bay 
Company’s ship Lady Lampson had also 
been wrecked. Marston and a partner 
bought that wreck and had it repaired. 
He put her in to the California-Hawaii 
sugar trade. He was no stranger to this 
since he had brought the first load of Ha-
waiian sugar into the United States un-
der the Reciprocity Treaty in September 
1876. 

For the next 12 years, until he decided to 
leave the sea, this was Marston’s usual 
trade: a general cargo to Honolulu, re-
turning to San Francisco with sugar. If 
things were slow, he would take cargo to 
Sydney, tow to Newcastle, N.S.W., then 
coal to Honolulu and sugar to San Fran-
cisco.

It was on one of these voyages that he 
met his future wife, Idela A. Reed. She 
was escorting an incompetent girl from 
Honolulu to San Francisco and he was 
the ship’s captain. 

Idela Reed was also born in Maine in 1862 
and grew up in Lawrence, Massachusetts, 
where her father was a contractor. In the 
late 1870’s things were not good in that 

area, so her father went to Hawaii in 
1877. His wife and son followed in June 
1880 and Idela arrived after complet-
ing school in September. She returned 
to San Francisco to take her teachers’ 
exam in June 1882 and taught in Shas-
ta County for the 1882-83 school year. 
The following school year, she taught in 
Caspar and Noyo in Mendocino County. 
After school ended, she married Captain 
Marston in San Francisco.

From then on, she sailed with her hus-
band aboard ship. She learned celestial 
navigation and would calculate the ship’s 
position. Her first two children were born 
in San Francisco: Sibyl in 1885 and El-
lery in 1886.

In February 1888 the Marstons left for 
cotland where the captain was to su-
pervise the construction of a new iron 
vessel for the Hawaiian trade. They left 
Scotland on December 5, 1888, in the 
new iron barque Andrew Welsh. It was 
on this voyage, near Tristan da Cunha 
Ialand in the south Atlantic that Ellery 
choked and died. The continued on via 
the Cape of Good Hope, Sydney, New-
castle, Honolulu to San Francisco.

Early in 1891, Marston was again com-
missioned to supervise the construction 

of another vessel for the Planter’s Line 
fleet. Again, his family went with him 
to Scotland, but upon completion of the 
R.P. Rithet, he decided to leave the sea 
and have another captain sail the boat 
to San Francisco. The family returned 
to San Francisco using a trans-Atlantic 
steamer and railroads. 

For about a year they lived in rooming 
houses in San Francisco and it was there 
that their third child was born: Elsa in 
October 1892. For some time they had 
been looking for a house in which to set-
tle down. They wanted to be in upper-
middle class suburbia with easy trans-
portation to San Francisco. They decided 
on either Alameda or Berkeley but, after 
considerable searching, they didn’t find 
anything to their liking. 

Then, Captain Boudrow, who lived on 
Oxford Street, advised them of a house 
nearby that was for sale. Captain Mar-
ston went over to see the house. It had 
been built in 1888 for a lumberman to 
live in while his son went to the Universi-
ty of California. The son had died, so the 
owner decided to return to Mendocino 
County and put the house up for sale. 
Marston bought the house, and then told 
his wife. She ultimately agreed with the 
choice, but was most unhappy about the 
way he did it. They moved in May 1893. 

The Marstons
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

PHOTO COURTESY OF PHIL GALE

“Anchorage”, the Marston home at 1500 Arch Street. 
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Key System operator Tony Hardwick 
at the Cragmont end of the Euclid 
Avenue car line in Berkeley in 1946.  
Tony was typical of the many im-
migrant operators that manned the 
system.  His background was said 
to be Portuguese.  He worked with 
many nationalities, including Irish, 
German, and Norwegian.  Car #964 
was one of 15 cars assigned to the 
Western Division car house.  These 
were the only cars (900’s) that 
could climb the steep hills on the 
Euclid Avenue line.

A.T. Lewis Photo
This photo, along with several oth-
ers of the Key System, was recently 
donated to the BHS.  Please consider 
donating your early Berkeley photos. 
We can make copies of your photos 
and return the originals to you. Help 
us preserve Berkeley’s history!
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At first he was port captain for the Welsh 
& Co (Planter’s Line) line of ships. When 
a ship was in port, he would relieve the 
regular captain and arrange for repairs, 
wharfage, etc. He could take the South-
ern Pacific steam train at Berryman Sta-
tion (Vine Street) and 41 minutes later 
he would be at the Ferry Building where 
he would walk to where the ship was 
docked.

Marston was busy in other matters as 
well. His family was growing: Otis ar-
rived in 1894, Vera in 1895, and Merle 
in 1903. Late in the 1890’s, he started 
to build rental housing. He liked to pro-
vide housing for people since he has 
been an orphan. Eventually he had at 
least 12 houses. 

Things were good for the family in 
Berkeley. They had a large home in the 
suburbs (Arch and Vine Streets), ser-
vants to do the cooking, cleaning, and 
gardening. Later on, they would acquire 
a vacation home in the country (Orin-
da).

As the new century approached, the 
Captain became president of the Ship-
owners’ Association of San Francisco. He 
was on the board of directors of Boole & 

Sons (shipyards) in Alameda, the First 
National Bank in Berkeley, Welsh & Co. 
(shipping line), and other concerns. In 
1899 he was elected trustee for the 1st 
Ward on the Town Board of Trustees 
(equivalent to today’s City Council) and 
in 1902-03 was its president (Mayor to-
day).

He encouraged street improvements 
and arranged for moving City Hall from 
its first location well down University Av-
enue to a more convenient location near 
Grove Street (now Martin Luther Kind 
Jr. Way) and Center Street. He wanted 
a safety vault for town papers, but was 
not able to make it happen. So, when 
old City Hall burned to the ground, valu-
able papers were lost. 

Marston helped the fire department in 
many ways; North Berkeley needed a 
firehouse, so he loaned the city $5,000 
to construct it. They renamed Colum-
bia Hose Company in his honor. He was 
made an honorary member of the Vol-
unteer Fire Department, something he 
took great pride in.

Idela Marston, the Captain’s wife, was 
also busy with many activities. In addi-
tion to raising five children, she helped 
to found the PTA at Hillside School and 
traveled throughout the western states, 
establishing similar groups. For this she 
was honored with a life membership in 
the California Congress of Parents and 
Teachers. 

She was secretary of the Playground 
Commission and was instrumental in 
establishing in-town recreation areas 
and out-of-town summer camps for the 
community’s children. She was active, 
and in some cases helped to found, the 
Berkeley League of Women Voters, the 
Berkeley Women’s City Club, the Hillside 
Club, and the Cricket Book Club. In 1923 
and 1925 was president of the Camp 
Fire Girls, Berkeley Council. 

In November 1925 there was a gala 
day celebrating Marston’s 90th birth-
day. People from downtown, banks, and 
City Hall came to his house until it over-
flowed. He died on April 10, 1926, of a 

The Marstons
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

PHOTO COURTESY OF PHIL GALE

Captain Marston with his wife Idela, 
daughter Elsa, and granddaughter Mar-
jorie circa 1919.  

cerebral hemorrhage. 

After Captain Marston’s death, between 
1919 and 1932, Idela chaperoned their 
daughter Merle in France and Germany 
so that she could study dance. After re-
turning from Europe, she lived at the 
“Red House” (2277 Vine Street) and, 
after about 1940, in the “Studio” (2330 
Vine Street). Both were located with a 
block of where her son Otis and daugh-
ter Elsa lived with their families.  In 
1954 she was honored with Berkeley’s 
“Rose Mother” of the year. After a series 
of strokes, she died on April 11, 1956. 
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Cutter Laboratories
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

turned into an analytical lab for testing 
body fluids for bacterial infections. 

In 1903 he, his wife Margaret and their 
two sons, Robert and Ted, moved to the 
milder climate of Berkeley which he felt 
was more suited to his developing busi-
ness. The name was changed to Cutter 
Laboratories and became one of the first 
pharmaceutical laboratories in the United 
States. His first product was a veterinary 
vaccine, Blackleg, for cattle. It was soon 
followed by human vaccines for smallpox 
and rabies, as well as a growing list of 
other products for animals.

In 1904 his third son (and my father) 
Fred was born. Eventually all three sons 
were employed by the lab. Dr. Robert 
Cutter became president, followed by my 
father, and then David Cutter, son of “Dr. 
Bob.” Robert’s two sons, David and Rob-
ert Junior, and then Ted’s son Edward be-

came officers in the company. When my 
father Fred, who was president, passed 
away in 1967, I became an outside di-
rector and took his place on the board. 

My first memories from around 1934 are 
of going to the lab with my father and 
my sister Patricia to see the animals: 
guinea pigs, mice, rats, pigeons, chick-
ens, rabbits, sheep, goats, horses, and 
cattle. The animals were treated with 
respect and were well cared for. 

I recall horses giving blood while eating 
oats from their handlers’ hands and then 
going out to pasture to await the next 
time. Their blood eventually became se-
rum that saved the lives of numerous 
other horses. My sister and I were al-
lowed to make pets of two guinea pigs 
which became fond friends in our home 
in Oakland near Crocker Highlands 
School.

Small pox was a world-wide scourge, kill-

ing and scarring millions of people. Cut-
ter Labs played a vital role in conquering 
the dread disease. I recall boxes in our 
shipping room filled with real popcorn to 
cushion the precious vaccine. 

As the U.S. prepared for World War II, 
my father was learning how to freeze 
dry coffee. This led to the processing of 
millions of pints of blood plasma with 
similar equipment. Cutter was a leading 
supplier of this life-saving material that 
was carried into battle. Many a wounded 
GI was given a mixture of freeze-dried 
plasma and distilled water that were 
suspended from an M1 rifle whose bay-
onet was stuck in the ground.

The lab was also a principal source of 
penicillin. It was cultured in large stain-
less steel kettles and was accompanied 
by a foul-smelling odor that permeated 
a large area. But its lifesaving qualities 
greatly reduced death by infection on 
the battlefield and at home.

BERKELEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Cattle immunization program, government inspection team, 1930’s.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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The lab needed acreage to raise livestock 
for culturing serum. A large ranch near 
Pinole served that purpose. The Santos 
family lived on the site and managed the 
operation. They also put on real working 
rodeos that included dehorning, brand-
ing, and riding and roping contests. My 
father and his two brothers were fond of 
the outdoors. I remember riding my own 
strawberry roan horse from Orinda to 
Lafayette to participate, along with my 
cousins, in a rodeo there. 

This fondness for the outdoors led to the 
development of the Cutter Insect Repel-
lant and the official Boy Scout Snake-
bite Kit. These kits, designed by Dr. 
Bob, were carried throughout the Pacific 
where venomous snakes and spiders 
were a problem. 

There were few large businesses in 
Berkeley in the 1930’s and their lead-
ers were well-known to each other. 
Vic Bergeron and my father were good 
friends when Trader Vic’s was just start-
ing. I was five year old and my sister 
was six when we had Shirley Temples 
at the original San Pablo Avenue res-
taurant. When Vic asked if we’d like to 
see a south sea island storm, we read-
ily agreed. At his signal, water cascaded 
from the corrugated roof down onto an 
atrium, accompanied by the appropriate 
sounds.

On my 12th birthday, our doorbell 
rang and there was Frank Spenger (of 
Spenger’s Restaurant fame) with the 
most beautiful English springer spaniel 
puppy I’d ever seen – a present for me. 
She was black and white with a big rib-
bon around her neck. 

In the 1930’s, Cutter Lab was easily 
identified by its tall smokestack and a 
large neon sign that could be seen as we 
crossed the bay in ferries and, later, on 
the Bay Bridge. Steam trains ran next 
to the lab along the bay front. My sister 
and I would wave at the engineer. More 
often than not, he’d sound the wonderful 
steam whistle and wave back. Such were 
the days.

Cutter Laboratories
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Show your support by purchasing ad 
space in our next BHS Newsletter: 

• Business Card size: 2” width x 3.5”  
height,  one run/$50, 4 runs/$150

• Quarter Page size: 3.5” width x 4.5” 
height, one run/$75, 4 runs/$225

SPECIFICATIONS:
1.  Black, white, and greyscale Images 

2.  PDF format 

3.  300+ dpi resolution

4.  Submit via CD or through e-mail

5.  Deadlines are Feb. 15 (for Spring), 

March 15 (for Summer), Aug. 15 (for 
Fall), and Nov. 15 (for Winter).

6.  Acceptance and placement of the 
advertisement is at the discretion of the 
Newsletter editor and publisher.

7.  Your advertisement submission and 
payment must be submitted by dead-
line. Make check payable to the “Berke-
ley Historical Society.” 

8.  Send to Margot Lind, Berkeley His-
torical Society Newsletter Editor, P.O. 
Box 1190, Berkeley, CA 94701-1190, 
or  e-mail <mlind@lmi.net>. For more 
information, call us during our business 
hours. 

Advertising space  available 

As a Berkeley History Center supporter . . . 
your annual donation supports the Berkeley Historical Society, an all-volunteer 
organization,  to archive and promote Berkeley history. Your annual membership 
dues entitle you to a 1-year Newsletter subscription and merchandise discounts at 
the Berkeley History Center. Your contributions are tax-deductible. 

 o  $20 Individual o  $50 Contributor o  $100 Business
 o  $25 Family o  $100 Sponsor o  $500 Life Member
 o  Other _______________________________________________
 

Note: If the date on your address label is 12/31/05 or earlier, your membership 
has expired. 

Name _________________________________________________________________________________

Address  ______________________________________________________________________________ 

City ________________________________________State ___________   Zip ____________________   

Phone(s) _____________________________________________________________________________ 

E-mail _________________________________________________________________________________

We need your help . . .
We couldn't maintain the Berkeley History Center without the generosity of our 
volunteers. Join in on the fun by archiving, exhibit planning, hosting events, 
submitting photographs and staffing the History Center. Learn something new 
every time and go home smiling knowing that you are helping to preserve a bit of 
Berkeleyʼs history. Volunteers who donate just three hours a month enable the 
History Center to thrive. Need the particulars or want to ask a question about the 
volunteer positions? Give us a call at (510) 848-0181 during the Centerʼs business 
hours (Thursday through Saturday, from 1 to 4 p.m.) or drop us a note.

Some areas to consider:
o  Filing the archives  o  Cataloguing photos o  Preparing exhibits 
o  Staffing the Center o  Organizing programs o  _______________ 

Berkeley Historical Society • P.O. Box 1190, Berkeley, CA 94701 
T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  P R E S E R V I N G  B E R K E L E Y ’ S  H I S T O R Y

Visit the Museum in the Veterans Memorial Building.
1931 Center St., Berkeley • (510) 848-0181



Berkeley Historical Society
HISTORY CENTER: VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING
1931 CENTER ST., BERKELEY, CA 94701-1190
510-848-0181

Events Calendar
ON EXHIBIT THRU MARCH 2006

Fermenting Berkeley 
at the Berkeley History Center, 1931 
Center Street. See page 1 or call 
Thurs.-Sat. 1-4 pm, (510) 848-0181. 

ON EXHIBIT

Neptune Beach 
For info: Alameda Museum, 2324 Alam-
eda Ave., Alameda; (510) 521-1233, or 
<www.alamedamuseum.org>
 
WALKING TOUR

Delaware and Fourth Streets
F E B R U A R Y  3  -  1 1 A M

For more info: call Berkeley Archi-
tectural Heritage, (510) 841-2242 or 
<www.berkeleyheritage.com>.

LECTURES

Southern Pacific’s 
Alameda Electric Service  
F E B R U A R Y  2 3 ,  2 0 0 6  -  7 P M  

Bruce Singer and Grant Ute ride the 
rails for “Take the Red Cars” tour of the 
Encinal and Lincoln lines of the South-
ern Pacific’s Alameda Electric Service. 
For info: Alameda Museum, 2324 Alam-
eda Ave., Alameda, (510) 521-1233 or 
<www.alamedamuseum.org>

WALKING TOUR 

Mills College
M A R C H  3 ,  2 0 0 6  –  1 1 A M

Featuring buildings designed by Julia 
Morgan and Walter Ratcliff. For info: call 
Berkeley Architectural Heritage, (510) 
841-2242, or <www.berkeleyheritage.
com/calendar.html>.
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ONGOING TOURS

Oakland
Discover Oakland’s changing skyline, 
landmarks, churches and highrises on 
one of  the free city-sponsored down-
town guided walking tours. For info: 
(510) 238-3234 or <www.oaklandnet.
com/walkingtours>.

BERKELEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY - LOUIS STEIN COLLECTION, #148-191-1074

View of North Berkeley in 1915, showing the Marin Circle and surrounding area which was proposed as the site of the new 
California State Capitol in 1909.The streets surrounding the circle were named for the counties of California. The long street 
on the left is Hopkins Street, on the far right is Marin Avenue. The 1909 proposal was promoted by the Berkeley Chamber of 
Commerce, Ferrier-Brook Real Estate Co. and others. The bill passed the legislature and was signed by the Governor but was 
defeated by a small margin in a statewide vote. 
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