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BERKELEY’S FIRST CITY PLAN IN 1915
The Hegemann Plan

By Steven Finacom

A century ago, civic Berkeley was looking at a remarkable document created by a distinguished foreign city planner. 
Werner Hegemann’s Report on a City Plan for the Municipalities of Oakland and Berkeley was perhaps the first com-
prehensive city planning document worthy of the name prepared for Berkeley. The German planning expert, who had 
made his name planning Berlin, and working in a number of North American cities, suggested many foresighted and 
important recommendations for how rapidly-growing Berkeley could be shaped. He was working in what was known 
as the “City Beautiful” planning tradition, which expressed itself throughout the United States in efforts not only to 
make cities more attractive and more grand, but also to address the problems and chaos brought on by rapid urban 
population and industrial growth.

Few of Hegemann’s specific recommendations for Berkeley came to pass in the form he suggested, but his work is 
worth looking at again and again to see what we were a century ago, what we could have been, and what lessons might 
still be learned for our future.

Hegemann was paid by the City Club of Berkeley, the Chamber of Commerce and the Commercial Club of Oakland, 
and the governments of both cities to study local conditions and recommend improvements.   He did his work in 1913 
and 1914, but the final report was not published until 1915.

                                  (continued on page 3)
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Greetings, Members!

The past few months at the Berkeley Historical Society have been marked 
by three exciting events. The first was the opening of an exhibit highlighting 
two significant moments in the San Francisco Bay Area: the Panama Pacific 
International Exposition of 1915 (PPIE) and the Golden Gate International 
Exposition of 1939 and ’40 (GGIE). We often think of the past in terms of 
muted black and white photos of a simpler era. In contrast, this exhibit de-
picts a kaleidoscope of colorful designs, lights and gardens which adorned 
monuments dedicated to the achievements of the past and the promise of 
the future.  Kudos goes out to past BHS President Steve Finacom for rec-
reating this testament to the visionary worlds of a bygone era with colored 
photographs, maps, mementos and reminiscences of fair-goers. The exhibit 
opened on April 19 with an illustrated talk given by Steve in the Veterans Au-
ditorium, followed by a well-attended reception. The exhibit remains open 
through September on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays from 1 to 4 pm. A 
series of talks affiliated with the exhibit will take place during the summer 
and fall (see the Calendar, back page).

We are indebted to Phyllis Gale and Steve Finacom for our participation in 
the second major event of the season: Bay Area Book Festival of June 6 and 7. 
Hopefully many of you made it to downtown Berkeley to sample the cornu-
copia of book-related events, from speakers, to small presses, to the booths 
like our own which proffered books on local topics. In addition to selling our 
books, we enjoyed the opportunity to speak with many old and new members 
about Berkeley’s history. Perhaps most important, though, the Book Festival 
showed all of us how the center of Berkeley could be transformed by events 
such as these in which our Civic Park came alive, as hundreds gathered under 
the park’s “book dome,” brought together by their love of the written word.

Juneteenth Day—Sunday, June 21—was another occasion for Berkeley to 
celebrate the vibrancy of its community, and BHS was again pleased to be 
able to participate. Through the efforts of BHS’ Larry Layne, the Histori-
cal Society was able to offer illuminating maps tracing the transformation of 
Berkeley’s southwest neighborhoods and the transit systems of old. Hats off 
also to BHS volunteers Phyllis Gale for the organizational preparation, and 
to Steve Finacom, Andy Liu, Tom Edwards, and Pamela and Sean Rouse for 
their many hours of work. 

Looking into the future, we are excitedly anticipating an exhibit on the his-
tory of Berkeley’s art museums and galleries to open in the fall. Curated by 
Ann Harlow, an independent scholar and specialist in California art history, 
it will focus on the uncharted terrain of personalities and institutions key to 
the history of the local art scene. 

We hope to see you this summer,       
                Jeanine Castello-Lin and Tonya Staros,

Co-Presidents
 

John Aronovici - Manager
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(continued on page 4)

He initially came for just a few days, but stayed to study Berkeley and Oakland for more than six weeks.  He lived at 
the Faculty Club on the UC campus and was paid $500 by Berkeley civic leaders and $1,500 by Oakland. When his re-
port was published, “the volume is the result of more than a year’s observations of local affairs and conditions.  In this 
undertaking he was backed by civic organizations of both cities,” the Daily Californian reported on January 12, 1916.

Hegemann laid out some important premises in the very beginning: “City planning is insurance against waste of 
public and private funds. It means an insurance against inefficient expenditure of the enormous sums that go—in the 
regular course of events—into the development of a progressive city.”

The planner was very complimentary of the Phoebe Hearst Architectural Plan for the University of California campus 
that had been in execution for almost a decade and a half when he arrived.   Numerous buildings of the plan had been 
constructed, or were in the design stages, under the direction of University Supervising Architect John Galen Howard. 
“To have this unique group of buildings as it is planned in its midst, is one of the highest privileges of the East Bay,” 
Hegemann wrote.  “From the broadest point of view, the plans for the University of California represent one of the 
most interesting and largest attempts in the world towards dignified and effectual grouping of public buildings.”

That didn’t mean, however, that Berkeley was up to par in other respects. Hegemann was pointedly critical of Berke-
ley’s lack of school playgrounds and public parks.  He blamed this on the tendency of locals to point to the State-fund-
ed University campus as a community park, which he called “a poor excuse for acquiring no municipal parks.” Noting 
that there was little development in a north to south band across central Berkeley, Hegemann suggested that a grand  
linear park could be created at modest cost in that area, running nearly the entire width of the town.  Unfortunately, 
this did not come to pass.   Oakland missed a similar opportunity by ignoring Hegemann’s suggestion that what is now 
the Trestle Glen neighborhood could be bought and turned into a public park connecting to Lake Merritt.

Down at the bay side, Hegemann’s plan included a unified harbor running from Richmond to Oakland, lined with 
piers, wharfs, warehouses, and railroad spurs.  This same general concept had been proposed before, and since.   But 
one of Hegemann’s special contributions was to suggest using the dredged Bay mud to form a series of artificial islands 
off Berkeley separating the Bay from the harbor, and use those islands for recreation. This was a foretaste of the Berke-
ley Marina of today, remarkably conceived a hundred years ago. 



(Hegemann - continued from page 3)
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Hegemann also recommended improving public right of ways, planting street trees and “verges” (the area between 
curb and sidewalk), undergrounding utility lines, properly siting homes on corners to frame major intersections, and 
separating neighborhood and commercial traffic along major thoroughfares, along with improvements to the already 
well developed network of commuter rail lines in the East Bay.

He was an advocate for humble but humane housing, noting “If the sudden wholesale demand for workingmen’s 
homes is not met by wise planning, but leads to crowding and low standards, the social and political make-up of the 
western cities, and the health of their future will be corrupted forever.  If, on the other hand, desirable homes with 
home gardens within walking distance of playgrounds and parks can be secured as fast as a demand arises, the slums 
of Europe and eastern America will be doomed in a happier west, where a new and better standard ought to be set.”

We would be better off if some of his transportation ideas had been implemented.  For example, he pointed out that 
Grove Street (now Martin Luther King, Jr. Way) should be widened between Hearst Avenue and Yolo Avenue to create 
a broad boulevard crossing central Berkeley close to, but not passing directly through, the Downtown.

A major focus of his plan was on creation of a real civic center.   Enamored with the Campanile, he focused on how it 
visually anchored the east end of Center Street while, half a mile west, Berkeley had the potential for a grand civic pla-
za and community complex in front of City Hall. His design proposed that arcaded municipal buildings—a Berkeley 
High School extension, a new public library, a police station and other facilities—be intertwined in what is now the 
park block and surrounding streets with a complex of public plazas, gardens, and other outdoor spaces.

One of his more intriguing ideas was bridging 
what is now Martin Luther King, Jr. Way with a 
police building just north of Allston.  Streetcars 
would pass through an arch below the second 
floor station. The civic center ideal would remain 
with Berkeleyans in various forms for another 
quarter century until, in 1940, voters finally ap-
proved bonds to purchase remaining scattered 
land parcels and build a central park.

Hegemann was not working in a vacuum in 
Berkeley.  Some of his ideas, such as the civic 
center, built on earlier work by distinguished 
local planners including Berkeley-born archi-
tect Charles Cheney, one of the fathers of City 
planning on the West Coast.   John Galen How-
ard and the young architects he trained at UC 
were major influences for public beautification 
efforts in California. There was also the indige-
nous movement towards civic beautification and 
“building with nature” fostered by the Hillside 
Club starting in the late 19th century.  And after 
Hegemann left, others, including Berkeley’s first 
official city planner, Carol Aronovici, would car-
ry on in the City Beautiful tradition.



(Hegemann - continued from page 4)

   Berkeley Historical Society Summer 2015  5

Hegemann’s report for Berkeley and Oakland inspired 
a lot of visionary thinking, but by the time it was fin-
ished some “practical” people were already over it.   In 
an editorial published October 8, 1914, the Oakland 
Tribune mocked plans to publish the document. “While 
the schemes proposed were aesthetic to a degree, and 
would, had there been some millions on hand to put 
them in force, have transformed this city into a deli-
ciously delightful and altogether lovely spot, when it 
is considered that the millions are lacking, why spend 
money to show a few civic and commercial bodies what 
a chance we have missed?” the Tribune editorialized. 
“His plans are as dead as Pharaoh so far as their changes 
for being put into effect are concerned.”

As what would become the First World War began, He-
gemann’s local work was also hurt by xenophobic alle-
gations that he might have been a German spy, studying 
targets on the West Coast. “A number of local citizens, 
among them Mayor Charles D. Heywood especially, are 

looking backward somewhat askance upon the visit to the bay district of Dr. Werner Hegemann,” the Tribune reported 
on June 19, 1915.  “They know that Dr. Hegemann … had acquired the most intimate information concerning bay 
fortifications … and much other information that would be of value to an American foe in case of war.”

Today, in hindsight, we can look back at and learn from his plan.   Some of the concepts he suggested are now out-
moded or would be impossible to achieve, but his overall goal of focusing on civic improvements for public benefit, 
not private gain, is still a worthy objective for our era.

If you would like to see a facsimile of the Hegemann Plan, it is no further away than your computer.  Go to “Google Books” 
and search for “Hegemann” and “Berkeley.”  A PDF of the entire plan can be viewed and even downloaded.  Charmingly, 
the copy scanned for Google Books has a UC library sticker honoring Catherine Bauer Wurster, a distinguished housing 
planner of a later generation than Hegemann’s. We also have an original of the book at the Center for in-house use only.

All illustrations and captions are from Werner Hegemann’s Report on a City Plan for the Municipalities of Oakland and 
Berkeley.
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A Day at the Fair, Berkeley Historical Society Annual Meeting
Sunday, April 19, 2015

The doors were opened by 1p.m. at the old Veterans Building on Center Street in Berkeley for the Berkeley Historical 
Society’s annual meeting.  John Aronovici worked hard to clean and clear the steps leading to the front doors.  Meet-
ing members slowly made their way, following the signs, to the colorful coffered-ceiling auditorium for the start of 
the day’s activities.  Wall partitions hid the normal activities of the auditorium, a Recovery Program.  The seats, many 
chairs with arms and front wheels for easy moving about, were slowing claimed by members.  

BHS Co-Presidents Jeanine Castello-Lin and Tonya Staros opened the meeting about 2 p.m., and the nominated slate 
was elected to the board. Jeanine then introduced Steve Finacom who gave an illustrated presentation on three world’s 
fairs: 1894 Midwinter in Golden Gate Park, 1915 Panama Pacific in San Francisco, and 1939-40 Golden Gate on man-
made Treasure Island in the Bay.  

After the talk, the members exited to the hall and tables filled with foods and drinks before entering the museum and 
the exhibit.  On one table were nuts, chips, crackers, dips, carrots and grapes.  At the other, 1st Vice-President Phyllis 
Gale served pieces of a cake decorated with “Berkeley goes to the fair” and colorful balloons.  There were bottles of 
wine and water.  Those members not enjoying the afternoon repast were viewing the walls and glass cases of memora-
bilia from the fairs put together by the hard working team of Steve, Phyllis, John Aronovici, and others.  Steve was at 
hand to answer questions. The Day at the Fair was coming to a close.  The last of the members left by four-thirty, the 
BHS sign taken in and the museum doors closed.  It was a successful day.      
                            – Photos & text by Larry Layne
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                                New Light on 1301 Oxford Street

                                                            By Susan Austin, Ph.D. 

We now have a unique view of  1301 Oxford Street, thanks to Mrs. Ruth Uyeda Hayashi’s donation of  a 1947 painting by 
Thomas Ryosako Matsuoka. The painting captures a small portion of  the Oxford Street property (originally the home of  
Napoleon Bonaparte Byrne and today the home of  Congregation Beth El) and reveals a previously untold story. 

1301 Oxford Street

Until recently, little was known about 1301 Oxford between 1900 and 1952. From 1933 to 1948, Mrs. Hayashi (Yoshine 
was her childhood name) lived with her parents, Gonrokuro and Teruyo Uyeda, in a small cottage on the grounds. 
Thanks to a chance meeting with Mrs. Hayashi, we now know considerably more about the site. 

In the early twentieth century, the property was owned by Mrs. Eliza Gay Welcher, who received the estate as a wed-
ding gift from a family member by the name of Sinclair. Sinclair purchased the site in 1902 from Henry Berryman, a 
wealthy coal merchant and importer. By that time, the extensive farm acreage originally surrounding the house had 
been subdivided and sold off by Mr. Berryman in the 1880s. 

(continued on page 8)

The Sinclair-Robinson family on their plantation on Kauai, 1893. Eliza Gay, the future Mrs. Mendell Welcher, is standing at the 
left. Others are, seated, L-R: Francis Gay, Mrs. George Gay, Elizabeth Sinclair, Mrs. Charles Robinson, Mrs. Aubrey Robin-
son with Aylmer, Mr. Aubrey Robinson and Sinclair. Standing, L-R: Francis Sinclair, Mrs. Francis Sinclair, and a Mr. Wode-
house.
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Originally named The Byrne House (built 1868) after its 
first owner, Napoleon Bonaparte Byrne, the Welchers re-
named the site The Cedars. Shortly after they moved in, 
Mendell Welcher died (1904). Mrs. Welcher continued to 
live at The Cedars until her death in 1948.

How was it possible for the Uyeda family to live in North 
Berkeley, on the grounds of this grand estate, at a time when 
the city’s restrictive ordinances made it unlawful to rent or 
sell property to Asians beyond a small, prescribed area in 
South Berkeley? The answer was simple. Her parents were 
employees of Mrs. Welcher. Ruth’s father was chauffeur and 
gardener. Her mother assisted with Mrs. Welcher’s frequent 
parties. 

Gonrokuro Uyeda became ill shortly before the Japanese 
internment in 1942. Ruth speculates that her father’s illness 
prior to their forced departure to Topaz internment camp 
in the Utah desert may be partly explained by his effort to 
leave The Cedars in topnotch condition. 

Sadly, Ruth and her mother were required to leave for To-
paz without him. He died in a California hospital in 1944. 
After the war, Ruth and her mother returned to The Cedars 
(1945). It was probably at Topaz where Ruth and her moth-
er met the artist Thomas Ryosako Matsuoka (1886-1960). 

(continued on page 9)

(Austin - continued from page 7)

The “Byrne House,” 1301 Oxford Street, circa 1980s
                                                  

The Topaz Art School

The Topaz Art School was started in March 1942 at Tanforan, a racetrack just outside of San Francisco, where over 
8000 people of Japanese descent were confined until Topaz internment camp was built near Delta, Utah. Chiura Oba-
ta, along with other well-known Japanese artists, developed the art school into an important and meaningful part of 
everyday life in Topaz. Obata’s background was well suited to create the school. By 1942 he had established his rep-
utation as an artist, and was an art instructor at UC Berkeley. He started the Topaz Art School not only so he could 
continue painting during the internment, but also so the people could immerse themselves in the beauty of art and its 
creative healing power. Six hundred students studied at the school, ranging in age from six to seventy,

Thomas Ryosako Matsuoka had graduated from the Imperial University in Hokkaido with a degree in agriculture 
and came to the United States to continue his education at a midwestern university. Recent immigrant farmers from 
Japan were having a difficult time in California. Matsuoka decided that he would help them rather than spend more 
time in school. He traveled from farm to farm and gave advice on fertilizers, soil conditions and crop management. 
His garage in Berkeley served as a laboratory. A grateful Japanese government awarded Matsuoka a medal for his long 
and tireless service to the Japanese farming community in the U.S. After working with others to establish the Chris-
tian Layman Church, he adopted the name Thomas. While in Topaz, he continued to help supply food for the camp 
by working in agriculture and assisting Roscoe Bell, the administrator over the Topaz farms. He also found time to 
attend the Topaz Art School, where he practiced in oils. 
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The Setting for Matsuoka’s Painting

The painting that Ruth Hayashi has donated to the Berkeley Historical Society is one Matsuoka created upon his re-
turn from Topaz. It shows the wood fence in front of her family home, a two-bedroom, one-bath cottage located near 
Spruce Street and alongside Codornices Creek. Ruth recalls how the back door of the cottage faced the creek. She 
could hike downstairs from the rear of the house, then walk along the rim of the creek’s bank, taking in the serenity 
and peaceful sound of the rippling water. 

Imagine The Cedars as Ruth experienced it as a child. Her most vivid memory was the impressive modified Italian 
villa at the center of the site, anchored to Oxford Street by a gracious driveway. The “big house,” as Ruth still refers to 
it, sat proudly on well-groomed grounds shaded by numerous fruit trees – plum, apricot and persimmon. Wisteria, 
irises, dahlias and many varieties of roses brightened the landscape, accentuated by the open creek flowing down hill. 
A few smaller structures dotted the grounds, including a summer guesthouse, chicken coop, bird aviary, water pump 
and the modest Uyeda cottage. 

Ruth enjoyed the one-and-a-half acres as her private playground. Her father, however, warned her not to play in the 
creek. Then, as now, the banks were dangerously steep and he did not want to climb down to rescue her if she got into 
trouble. Her father had created a path down to the creek, trimming back the bushes and tree branches that hung over 
the path, and using them for mulch along the banks. He would regularly clear out debris obstructing the creek. Despite 
her freedom, Ruth had one other limitation—Mrs. Welcher’s rule that no other children were allowed to play on the 
grounds.
 
The “big house,” with its 18 rooms, impressed Ruth. She was awed by the grand foyer and staircase, eight bedrooms, 
enormous kitchen and grand piano, where Mrs. Welcher permitted young Ruth to practice. The house staff included a 
couple (Mr. and Mrs. Hosokawa) who served as the butler, maid and cook, and a young school boy, Yukio Sera. Mrs. 
Welcher hired all her staff from the Japanese-member Christian Layman Church. 

Upon their return from Topaz, Mrs. Welcher asked Ruth and her mother to move into the “big house” to ease the 
work of the housekeeper, Mrs. Weaver. Ruth’s mother also cared for Mrs. Welcher, who was then in her nineties. Ruth 
helped out in the kitchen. Another of her duties was to sweep the fallen pine needles and leaves on the long, tree-lined 
driveway that extended from Oxford Street around to the back of the mansion, a seemingly endless job.

Ruth remembers Mrs. Welcher, her white hair pulled back into a tight bun, posture erect, as being fair and good to 
everyone. When Ruth’s father was alive, Mrs. Welcher gave him use of the car on Sundays for family excursions. Mrs. 
Welcher always looked out for Ruth, and advocated for her to attend the local neighborhood schools. 

Upon Mrs. Welcher’s death (1948), her relatives (the Robinson family, owners of the “forbidden” Hawaiian island of 
Niihau) assumed control of the property. Their offer to sell it to the city of Berkeley as a “natural add-on” to Live Oak 
Park was turned down in 1950. Ultimately the Robinson family deeded the land to the Christian Missionary Alliance, 
which constructed a cinder block structure behind the “big house.” 

With the exception of the creek and the Oxford Street iron fence, little evidence remains of the property’s unusual past. 
Now, with Ruth Hayashi’s generous contribution of the Matsuoka painting and her sharing of childhood memories, we 
know so much more about this historic Berkeley site.

Note: Susan Austin is the author of The Bamboo Garden, historical fiction for kids 9 and older. Set in 1923 Berkeley, it 
tells a story of friendship, courage, and racial injustice. At one of her book talks, Susan met Ruth Hayashi and learned 
about her connection to 1301 Oxford Street.

(Austin - continued from page 8)



Committee  Reports

Archives Committee
Opening a box labeled “Miscellaneous Newspapers” revealed some fifteen underground newspaper titles which nei-
ther the University of California Berkeley Library nor the Berkeley Public Library has. Most of these, which were 
published in Berkeley, consist of only a few issues, but constitute a continually expanding view of the 1960s and 1970s. 
We have sent off some 200 issues of the Berkeley Barb for digitizing, contributing significantly to a multi-institutional 
effort to assemble a complete run for mounting on the Internet. A new volunteer has joined us, Daphne Bogart; she 
has already straightened out a few unfinished projects!

Bill Roberts

Oral History Committee

Thanks to the efforts of our Webmaster, John Hammond, the Berkeley Historical Society is very pleased to report 
that video versions of our oral histories are now being put on our web site and YouTube. We began with our most 
recent interviews, done in conjunction with the Free Speech Movement exhibit. These were two UC Berkeley faculty 
members active in the movement: Peter Dale Scott, professor emeritus of English Literature, and Leon Wofsy, professor 
emeritus of Immunology. We see it as only the beginning; we plan to upload other interviews done for previous 
exhibits or publications, such as our exhibit on modern dance, and our book on The Crowden School. As well, the 
Oral History Committee is glad to announce that we are currently coaching a group of Berkeley High Students in oral 
history interview techniques. We have connected them with several social, cultural and political groups vital to the 
history of Berkeley. The impetus for the project came from discussions with Joan Gatten, the founder of Elder Voices, 
who recently drew attention to the need for more oral historians to record the rich history of our Berkeley senior 
community. The three initial areas of interest are the Yiddish Conversation group at the Berkeley Jewish Community 
Center, representatives of the Berkeley Japanese American community, and activists connected to the social protest 
movements of the ’50’s and ’60s, including Eleanor Walden.              

          Jeanine Castello-Lin and Tonya Staros 

Program Committee
Our current exhibit, “Berkeley Goes to the Fair,” is off to a great start.  Curator Steve Finacom has put together a great 
lecture series starting off on Sunday, July 12, with architectural historian Laura Ackley’s “SAN FRANCISCO’S JEWEL 
CITY”—an illustrated talk on the Panama Pacific International Exposition of 1915.  For the additional information 
on all of the summer talks, please go to our Calendar.  Remember, all events at the History Center require reservations 
due to occupancy restrictions.  Please use the coupon in the back page calendar section to make yours.

BHS’s newest Board Member, Ann Harlow, is curating our next major exhibit, “Art Capital of the West: Real and Imag-
ined Art Museums and Galleries in Berkeley.”  Watch for our Fall newsletter for the exhibit announcement and the 
exact date of the opening.  

Catch the Berkeley Historical Society at the Solano Stroll, September 13, and Sunday Streets Berkeley, October 18.

If you have any ideas for exhibits, talks, or other events, please contact Phyllis Gale, Program Committee Chair, at 
p2gale@gmail.com.  
10  Berkeley Historical Society Summer 2015



In Other News . . .

Antique Cigarette Vending Machine for Sale

The Historical Society is anxious to find a home for an old cigarette vending 
machine left over from Veterans’ activities in the Veterans Memorial Build-
ing. Submit your bid (or ideas for how we might sell it) at the museum or 
leave your name, phone number and offer at 848-0181.
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Exhibit Help Wanted
Our winter exhibit will be on the history of art museums and galleries in 
Berkeley, including the UC Berkeley Art Museum now under construction. 
Do you have art exhibition catalogs or announcements from Berkeley insti-
tutions, more than twenty years old, that you would consider lending for the 
upcoming exhibit at the History Center? Or can you suggest unusual sourc-
es for information, stories and images? Speakers? Walking tours? Would 
you like to be part of a team organizing and installing the show? Contact 
Ann Harlow, annharlow@pacbell.net.

Berkeley History Questions Corner

Palm Trees in Berkeley

The new palm trees on the approach to the Bay Bridge and a 
question from a visitor to the Center have made us wonder 
when and where the first palm trees were planted in Berkeley. 
Please let us know if you have any clues or anecdotes about 
some of the town’s oldest palms. Email info@berkeleyhistori-
calsociety.org or call 848-0181.

Do you have a local history question? Write to the newsletter 
editor, annharlow@pacbell.net, for posting in the next issue, 
or leave a phone message at the Center, 848-0181.

Soaring palms on Spruce Street
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Berkeley Historical Society Calendar
Summer Sunday Talks

In Conjunction with the “Berkeley Goes to the Fair” Exhibit
FREE ADMISSION – RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

Sunday, July 12, 2 pm: “SAN FRANCISCO’S JEWEL CITY” –  Laura Ackley
 

Architectural historian Laura Ackley, author of the recently published San Francisco’s Jewel City: The Panama-Pacific International Exposition 
of 1915, will give an illustrated “whirlwind tour” of the PPIE from original concept in 1904 to the gala opening in February 1915, including a 
look inside the gorgeous exhibit “Palaces” as well as the attractions of the “Joy Zone,” the PPIE’s midway. Book signing follows.

Sunday, July 26, 2 pm: “MOE MOSKOWITZ: Radical Politics—Radical Theater—Radical Bookselling, A Life of Contradiction 
and Stardust” – Doris Moskowitz, Moe’s youngest daughter

“Truthfully,” Doris says, “it will be a pleasure to talk about Moe. I think about him all the time. We celebrate him, his strengths and his foibles, 
every day at his bookstore.” Find out why the San Francisco Chronicle said “India has the Taj Mahal. Berkeley has Moe’s.” Doris will also sing a 
few early jazz standards that Moe loved with local favorite John Schott of the Actual Trio.

Sunday, August 2, 2 pm: “TREASURE ISLAND AND THE PACIFIC” – Andrew Shanken 
 

Andrew Shanken is Associate Professor of Architecture at UC Berkeley, and an architectural and urban historian interested in how “cultural 
constructions of memory shape the built environment.”  His most recent book is Into the Void Pacific: Building the 1939 San Francisco World’s 
Fair (UC Press).   His talk will address the way Californians perceived the Pacific world of mid-century and interpreted it at the GGIE on 
Treasure Island.
 

Sunday, August 16, 2 pm: “FICTION AT THE FAIRS” – featuring mystery writer Kelli Stanley
 

The main event will be local mystery writer Kelli Stanley discussing and reading from her three murder mysteries, where bodies pile up 
behind the scenes on the GGIE’s Treasure Island and in pre-War San Francisco’s underworld.  In addition, exhibit curator Steven Finacom will 
give a brief overview of several amusing novels written for and about San Francisco’s expositions. 
  
Sunday, August 30,  2 pm: “TWO VIEWS OF THE GGIE – Art, Artifacts, and Science” 
 

Some UC Berkeley connections:
1) Native American Art at the San Francisco World’s Fair, 1939-40 – Ira Jacknis, Research Anthropologist, Hearst Museum of Anthropology 
2) The Art of William Gordon Huff and the GGIE – David Smith, retired designer, UC Berkeley Museum of Paleontolog

I WOULD LIKE TO RESERVE THE FOLLOWING NUMBER OF SPACES FOR EACH LECTURE IN THIS SERIES:
 
July 12, Jewel City / Ackley  ___________ 
July 26, Moe Moskowitz  ___________
August 2, Treasure Island and the Pacific / Shanken   ___________ 
August 16, Fiction at the Fairs / Stanley   ___________ 
August 30, Art, Artifacts and Science at the GGIE / Jacknis, Smith   ___________ 

NAME(S) of Attendees__________________________________________________________________________ 
E-mail ___________________________________________ Phone ______________________________________ 
 
Due to the limited seating of 49 at the History Center, a reservation must be received well in advance to assure your space(s).  Please 
send in this reservation “coupon.”  Please mail your reservation to Berkeley Historical Society: 
P.O. Box 1190, Berkeley CA  94701. Please phone if you need to cancel, or to request a last-minute reservation. 

Berkeley History Center – Veterans Memorial Building
1931 Center St, Berkeley, CA 94704 

(510) 848-0181     www.berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org
Admission free; donations welcome; wheelchair accessible

Center hours: Thursday, Friday and Saturday, 1-4 pm


