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Remembering the Firestorm, 
25 Years Later

Exhibit Opening Sunday, October 2

In 1991 the then-worst urban fire in American history 
swept out of the hills behind Berkeley, destroying 
in one afternoon more than 3,000 homes and killing 
dozens.   The Firestorm only grazed Berkeley—burning 
several blocks of homes in the southeast corner of the 
city—but still had a strong impact on our community.

Join us Sunday, October 2, at 1:00 PM for the opening of 
a one-month-long “pop-up” exhibit recalling the Firestorm.

The program will include a talk by Berkeley native and 
retired Berkeley Fire Chief Deborah Pryor. As a captain of the 
Berkeley Fire Department, she was on the fire line that day.

The exhibit features an evocative array of black and white 
photographs of the burned area soon after the Firestorm. The 
photographer, Harold Adler, will be on hand to discuss how 
he took the photographs and his own recollections of the fire.

The 1991 Firestorm was not the first natural disaster to 
threaten urban Berkeley.  Major wildfires in the Berkeley 
Hills go back to 1906 at least.  So the exhibit will also include 
some materials on other fires, including the 1923 Berkeley 
Fire that destroyed more than 600 homes, and the “forgotten 
fire” of 1937, which burned much of the brush- and grass-
covered hills of North Oakland that would burn again in 1991.

This one-month exhibit, curated by Phyllis Gale and Steven 
Finacom, will close on Saturday, November 5.

The United States entered World 
War II seventy-five years ago, fol-
lowing the Pearl Harbor attack in 
December 1941. It is also almost 
a century since the United States 
entered World War I, the “Great 
War,” in April, 1917.

For our Fall/Winter exhibit at the Berkeley History Center, we 
take a look back at the local impacts of the two world wars.

While Berkeley was far from the active combat zones of 
both conflicts, the community was profoundly impacted and 
changed.   Our exhibit will explore some of these “home front” 
experiences and effects.

Both wars were so vast and long that it would be impossible in 
our modest exhibit space and program to comprehensively de-
scribe the entire scope of the local experience.   Instead, we’ve 
chosen a series of small “vignettes” describing episodes, expe-
riences, and features of the “home front”.

For Berkeley, these include:
• the forced internment of Berkeley’s entire Japanese-Ameri-
can population in 1942
• major demographic changes to the community as war work-
ers, many of them African-American from the Deep South, 
flocked to the East Bay for manufacturing jobs and found not 
only jobs but permanent homes in Berkeley and surrounding 
communities
• the role of local women in shipyard work, including con-
struction of cargo vessels named for, and sponsored by, the
local community

(continued on page 6)

Berkeley’s 
“Home Front” 

During the Wars
Exhibit Opening

Veterans Day,
Friday,

November 11
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WWI war bonds postcard, 
private collection
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Greetings, Berkeley Historical Society Members,

This fall we are very pleased to announce the inauguration of a new addition 
to our BHS museum: a permanent exhibit highlighting Berkeley’s history. 
For some time now, we have wanted to offer the out-of-town visitor or 
recent arrival a quick introduction to the intriguing history of the City of 
Berkeley. Linda Rosen has been preparing her Berkeley timeline with an 
eye to the exhibit and to an accompanying publication.

Fortuitously, this summer two new volunteers, Cyrus Khojasteh and 
Joshua Smith, offered to help us in coming up with a contemporary look 
for the exhibit. Linda and Cyrus have been selecting highlights of the 
original timeline and converting it into a nine-panel, visually striking 
exhibit. To house the new permanent exhibit, we will be reconfiguring the 
back section of the Center to accommodate the panels. We also hope to 
install an ultrasonic speaker to add audio content to the permanent exhibit. 
As always, we are grateful for the suggestions of new volunteers. If you 
have any ideas for the Historical Society, please do contact us, either by 
coming in to the Center or sending us an e-mail through the BHS website. 

This October will mark 25 years since the Oakland-Berkeley 1991 
firestorm. BHS will be commemorating the cities’ losses in a mini-exhibit 
which will run from October 2 until November 3. The curators will be 
Phyllis Gale and Steve Finacom.

Phyllis and Steve will also be the curators for the regular fall exhibit, 
“Home Front: Local Civilian Support of a Nation at War and Afterwards,” 
which will open on Veterans Day, November 11, 2016. The Home Front 
exhibit will not only feature the sacrifices of those sent to away to war, 
but also of those supporting the war effort here on the Bay. The enormous 
economic transformation and population boom of the WWII period 
will also be prominently displayed. As well, the terrible tragedy of the 
internment of Berkeley’s sizable Japanese-American population will also 
be remembered. 

We look forward to seeing you at the openings of these upcoming exhibits, 
and at the Solano Stroll on September 11. You can find us at the Stroll at 
the same place as last year: at the northeast corner of Colusa and Solano. 

Best,
  

Jeanine Castello-Lin and Tonya Staros,
Co-Presidents
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A New Oral History: Hank Abraham
By Jeanine Castello-Lin and Tonya Staros

Hank Abraham’s oral history, A Berkeley Hikemaster in the Sierra, is almost 
ready to go to print. Since Hank’s family arrived in the Bay Area in the 1890s, 
the history is full of telling anecdotes about the early life of Berkeley.  In 
fact, Hank’s family’s story reads like a map of the Bay Area’s burgeoning 
infrastructure. The first member of Hank’s family to come to the East Bay 
was his Great-Uncle Alfred, who left Australia in 1890 looking for money in 
order to marry his sweetheart. He found a great demand for coal-shovelers 
on the Southern Pacific ferries that plied the Bay between San Francisco and 

Oakland. Great-Uncle Alfred came back with his new wife, settled in Berkeley, and became a steamboat captain on 
Southern Pacific passenger ferries, eventually becoming the top man on the largest of all the Bay’s sidewheelers, the 
Thoroughfare. 

Another great-uncle was one of the first professional (rather than volunteer) firemen at the Berkeley Way fire station, 
after having served as the fire station’s “mascot,” tending the fire horses when just a boy.

One grandfather fled the poverty of the craggy Scottish Isles, jumped ship in San Francisco, and helped lay the first 
cable car lines, which were taking the place of the mules in guiding the cars up San Francisco’s steep slopes. The 
grandfather soon moved to the East Bay and laid track for the Southern Pacific Railroad.

Hank’s father sold motorcycles and bicycles, until World War I started, and he went to France. There he was wounded 
with a droplet of mustard gas on his leg; he was nine months in and out of the hospital before he was well enough to 
marry his fiancee, Hank’s mother, who had been waiting for him back in Berkeley.

Hank’s childhood stories of Berkeley in the 1920s also describe a just-emerging city landscape. As Hank puts it: 

[Near] my home [at Cedar just above California] there was a big store on the corner—there were many 
stores on corners in these early days, like Crowells Store on California and Delaware. There was also one 
at Virginia and McGee. On our corner was the Tansey Grocery Store, at the southeast corner of Cedar 
and California. The stores would have advertising—for Liptons or Green Tea—embossed on the window. 
Bananas hung from the ceiling. As did fly paper. And there were bins from which the grocer would shovel 
sugar and flour into your grocery bags....

We got to know almost everybody—over the fence in back, and up the street in front of us....and we would 
be meandering around, looking for trouble almost anywhere, and in people’s back yards. Some people were 
keeping chickens, which were allowed at that time. There were blackberry bushes everywhere and spiders. 
By the way, I used to eat spiders, thinking they were some kind of a berry—but I learned....
 
What is interesting about Jefferson School was that it was one of the old schools which was like a barn. 
All the schools looked more or less the same: two stories, with steps in front, painted yellow. But there was 
a new section [of Jefferson] which was designed much like a Maybeck—with meandering trellises along 
the way to the entrance and that sort of thing—making it more modern. By the way, the older building 
was torn down in the fifties because it was a fire hazard. Anyway, Miss O’Bannion was our principal. 
She was a single woman who drove to school every day in a horse buggy. She would put the horse in the 
field across the street in the old Gill Tract, which later on was built up, but it was at that time just fields.  

These memories conjure up a picture of bygone days and childhood in a Berkeley that’s barely recognizable. We 
hope members will be interested in reading about the transformation Berkeley has undergone in one lifetime. The 
publication will be available at the Center this fall for sale or perusal. 

 



August Vollmer: The Father of  American Policing
By Will Oliver

As announced in the future exhibits section of the summer 2016 issue of Exactly Opposite, coming in April of 2017 
there will be an exhibit featuring the life and legacy of Berkeley Police Chief August Vollmer, who is generally 
considered the father of American policing. Vollmer served as the Berkeley town marshal from 1905 to 1909 and, 
after Berkeley adopted its city charter, as its first police chief from 1909 to 1932. He also served one year with the 
Los Angeles Police Department (1923 to 1924) as the police chief “on loan” from Berkeley. When he retired after 
27 years on the job, Vollmer took an academic post as a professor at the University of California, serving in that role 
from 1932 to 1937 full-time and for a few years after as a part-time instructor. 

August Vollmer’s prominence in the field of policing was well known in California and across the United States. 
He served as the president of the International Association of Chiefs of Police (1921-1922) and as the lead on the 
Wickersham Commission’s report on the police. His reputation grew so strong that he was recognized by police de-
partments across the world and many came to Berkeley to meet him and seek out his expertise in police reform. As 
a result of his prominence in the field of policing, Berkeley became the epicenter of policing in the first half of the 
20th century. 

Vollmer advocated many reforms during his career, but the most prominent was his desire that police officers should 
be educated. This is why Vollmer was instrumental in the creation of the higher education discipline of criminology, 
one hundred years ago, in 1916. The summer program he started for his police officers has developed into today’s 
widely popular criminal justice degree. The American Society of Criminology was created in his living room in 

4   Berkeley Historical Society Fall 2016

Berkeley Police Chief August Vollmer
Photo courtesy of Sgt. Michael J. Holland (Ret.), Berkeley Police Department Historical Unit



Berkeley, and he was the motivating force behind the creation of the Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences. Both 
organizations continue to thrive today. He was also behind the creation of the first informal crime lab in Berkeley in 
1916, and the first official freestanding crime lab when he served as the Los Angeles Police Chief. August Vollmer 
accomplished all of this and much more primarily while serving as the Berkeley police chief and later professor at the 
University of California, and he managed to do all of it from his most cherished home of Berkeley.

In the mid-1980s, when I went off to college at Radford University (VA) to major in criminal justice, Dr. James Gil-
bert introduced me to the life of August Vollmer in his policing and criminal investigations courses. Like so many 
students before me— and after me— I was fascinated by Vollmer’s life story. After becoming a police officer myself 
(on the other coast in the Washington, D.C. area), as well as an officer in the Military Police Corps, I eventually 
switched careers and entered academia. Almost right away I began conducting research and writing on policing and 
soon gravitated toward teaching police and criminal justice history. When I returned to teach at my alma mater, Rad-
ford University, I was assigned to teach the criminal justice history course three times each semester. In doing so, I 
became reacquainted with Vollmer’s life story.
 
All of this served me well for, as there was no textbookn criminal justice history written in the manner in which I 
taught the course (by historical eras), I obtained a contract to write one. As I reached the Progressive Era, I returned 
to the old sources on August Vollmer and wrote briefly of his life and his impact on policing as a whole. As I finished 
writing about him, I decided when the book was published I wanted to read a good biography of August Vollmer. 
After sending in the manuscript, I went to search for that biography, only to discover the only one written was a 1961 
publication called Crime Fighter: August Vollmer (Macmillan) by a Berkeley High School physical education teacher 
and friend of Vollmer’s, Alfred E. Parker. The only problem was it was geared toward the 10- to 12-year-old crowd 
and written in the same vein as the old G-men stories. It was not quite what I had in mind. I decided since there was 
no definitive biography of August Vollmer, I would write one. That was in 2007.
 
At first I thought the book would take my usual three years to author and that all I really needed to do was pull togeth-
er the key sources about Vollmer. If I did that, I figured I would have a decent book. Then I discovered his papers were 
at the Bancroft Library, and that necessitated a trip to Berkeley. That one-week trip turned into a total of seven such 
trips as there was so much in the library to see and read. In addition, I discovered the Berkeley Police Department’s 
Historical Unit, under the leadership of Retired Sergeant Michael Holland, to be a treasure trove of information. From 
there, it did not take me long to discover the Berkeley Historical Society, and after quickly becoming a member (since 
2009), I discovered some excellent source material in the BHS archives as well as in these very same pages of Ex-
actly Opposite. Then adding to all of this was the discovery that a reporter (Rose Glavinovich) had been assigned to 
Vollmer and the Berkeley Police Department from World War I onward. So, I subscribed to Newspaperarchive.com, 
typed in August Vollmer and found myself facing over 15,000 hits. Drawing on the assistance of many very patient 
graduate students, I ended up with multiple binders containing thousands of articles on August Vollmer. My one shelf 
of material had morphed into an entire bookcase overflowing with all manner of papers, articles, books, and letters 
by Vollmer and about Vollmer.
 
As I came to learn the intricacies of Vollmer’s life, I discovered how much Vollmer’s success was wrapped up in the 
town and city of Berkeley, but also how much influence he had over the city. Sadly, outside of Berkeley and policing 
circles, Vollmer is not as well-known as he once was, but his legacy assuredly lives on in Berkeley and rightly so. It 
is my hope that Vollmer’s importance to California, policing, higher education, and our American society are all well 
highlighted in both the forthcoming book, as well as the museum display, highlighting, of course, that it all began in 
Berkeley.  

August Vollmer: The Father of American Policing, the book, is forthcoming in January of 2017 with 
Carolina Academic Press, while the Berkeley Historical Society exhibit by the same name will open on 
April 23, 2017.
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In Memoriam
Ellen Drori, 1924-2016

Ellen Drori was born in Richmond, Virginia. Her family moved to Bronx, 
New York during the Depression. After earning an MS in psychology 
from NYU, she got married and settled in Berkeley. She then studied art 
and educated her three daughters in art, music and film. 

In the early 1980s, she taught film studies at Berkeley City College 
(formerly Vista College) and the North Berkeley Senior Center.

At that time, she also became more involved with the Berkeley 
Historical Society (she was a founder in the late 1970s). There Ellen 
worked in historic film presentation through annual film festivals and 
consulted with the Pacific Film Archive at UC. The BHS possessed a 

wide collection of old films, including footage for the 1939-40 Panama Pacific Exposition on Treasure Island. For 
years she headed the BHS Film and Video Committee. In the early 1990s, Ellen produced a number of videotaped 
interviews with some prominent Berkeley citizens, including Jacomena Maybeck and Florence Jury. 

In April 2016, a Celebration of the Life of Ellen Drori took place in Berkeley, where family and friends gathered to 
express their personal memories of this upbeat, warm and caring person. Several persons signed up for a possible 
viewing of Ellen’s videos, to be planned by the BHS. 

– Therese Pipe

(Home Front, continued from page 1)

• some Berkeley factories that produced war materials in World War II
• temporary and permanent changes on the UC Berkeley campus as the University went on a year-round “war foot-
ing” and undertook military instruction and research on the campus, including military aviation training and local 
volunteers, led by “Mother Tusch,” who provided support for young airmen away from home for the first time
• the way some locals, including Berkeley schoolchildren, viewed the wars and sought to contribute to the war effort
• homegrown civilian groups organized to provide local relief, including Berkeley’s Mobilized Women organization
• local “civil defense” preparations after Pearl Harbor, as many locals expected an imminent attack by Japanese mil-
itary forces.

Join us on Veterans Day, Friday, November 11, for a brief opening program in the Veterans Memorial Building. The 
program will include a commemoration of Veterans Day, followed by the unveiling of the exhibit. Program details are 
still being developed, but mark your calendars for 2-3 PM.

“Home Front” is curated by Phyllis Gale and Steven Finacom for the Berkeley Historical Society.
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He noted that he specialized in sports documentaries and had not thought of doing one on a political figure.  However, 
his mother told him that he should help bring attention back to Rumford, who died in 1986. She pointed out that she 
would have not been able to buy a house in North Berkeley without fair housing legislation, Rumford’s signature 
political and civil rights accomplishment.

Rumford grew up in Phoenix, Arizona, before moving to Northern California. He worked his way through Sacramen-
to Junior College and earned a degree in pharmacy at UC San Francisco. He married and, after a long employment 
struggle, became the first African American hired to work at Highland Hospital in Oakland.   

He later married and purchased a pharmacy in Berkeley. His Sacramento Street storefront would not only become a 
community institution, but a key gathering place for East Bay African-American leaders in the period between World 
War II and major progress on civil rights in the 1960s.

Entering a public service career in 1942 as an appointee to Berkeley’s Emergency Housing Committee, Rumford was 
elected to the State Assembly in 1948, although he had to go to court to have his election confirmed. 

He served in the Legislature until 1966.  The documentary succinctly details his accomplishments, noting that he had 
no African-American caucus to offer support in Sacramento, and little built-in influence beyond his own calm persua-
sive power that created the opportunity to work with both Democrats and Republicans.   

In addition to the Fair Housing legislation, he sponsored many other successful laws that put in place meaningful 
reforms such as eliminating sales tax on the purchase of medicines, racially de-segregating the California National 
Guard, regulating air pollution and radiation exposure, and the California Fair Employment Practices Act.

The path to fair housing was not easy. Rumford’s legislation, the Fair Housing Bill, was passed in the last moments of 
the legislative session of 1963 after months of delays and opposition from business and real estate interests.  

After it was signed by Governor Pat Brown, the new law was put to a voter referendum in a 1964 campaign sponsored 
by California realtors.  The measure, Proposition 14, passed, a major setback. But the vote opened the door for court 
action, and the proposition was later invalidated by the California Supreme Court, and taken on appeal to the United 
States Supreme Court. In 1967 the Court confirmed the measure was unconstitutional and fair housing became the 
law in California. At the end of his elective career Rumford was defeated in a controversial contest for State Senate, 
where the Republican winner may well have benefited from voting fraud.

The documentary is currently screening on many public broadcasting stations.  It is not yet for sale, since Harris is still 
organizing and completing some of the supplementary video features.  

Doug Harris, Sr., videographer  
Photo courtesy of Nelly Coplan 

Rumford Documentary Film Presentation 
at the Berkeley Public Library

About 50 people came to Berkeley’s Central Library on Sunday, August 28, 
for a screening of “Fair Legislation: The Byron Rumford Story,” the new 
documentary about Berkeley’s trailblazing African-American Assemblyman.

The event was jointly sponsored by the Berkeley Historical Society and the 
Berkeley Public Library.

Doug Harris, Sr., the creator of the documentary, spoke before and after the 
screening, describing how he had grown up in Berkeley and his experiences 
making the film.   A practiced documentary filmmaker who now lives in Sac-
ramento, Harris began his work with Berkeley Community Media. 



New in the Archives
By Bill Roberts

Watercolors by K.Y. Fong: Through the good offices of Burl Willes, 
we have received a collection of fifteen watercolors of Berkeley and local 
area scenes by artist K.Y. Fong. Fong (1909-2003) was born in southern 
China, in Guangdong province, and came to the United States with his 
parents at age 5. He attended school in San Francisco and graduated from 
Purdue University with a degree in electrical engineering. He worked for 
Kaiser Engineers for more than 25 years, designing electrical systems for 
Kaiser Hospitals. He took up art after retiring at age 65 and even taught art 
in adult schools. The collection consists of large watercolors of two historic 
Berkeley houses (the Boudrow and the Niehaus house), two of the Campa-
nile on the UC campus, three of the Little Farm in Tilden Park, two of the 
Claremont Hotel, and one of St. Clement’s Episcopal Church. There is also 
one of the grandstand at Golden Gate Fields, one of the Burlington Hotel in 
Port Costa, a view of Lake Merritt, and an unidentified resident. These are 
the thoughtful gift of Fong’s daughter, Pattie Fong.

Posters have been accumulating at BHS for a long time. Larry Lane did a preliminary inventory some months ago, 
and now there has been the possibility to number and rehouse some of them in a more detailed way. Posters often 
require a certain amount of research because in many cases they do not have a date at all or only a partial date; music 
posters in particular often have only month and day but no year. So far we have established a category and complete 
inventory for both music and political posters. Just recently we received another batch of political posters ranging 
from the late 60s to the mid-90s from Anne Marie Taylor. 

Interesting recent acquisitions include some reunion annuals from Boy Scout Troop 23 from the 
1950s, courtesy of Ed Herny, an oil pastel portrait of Jacomena Maybeck by the artist Joan Finton, and an album of 
photographs of a house at 1742 Bushnell Place (now Spruce Street) from before the 1923 fire. We have also received 
some ephemera related to businesses in Berkeley from Joseph Young, and ephemera from Berkeley schools from 
Nancy Rubin and Monica Munger. Cynthia Kennedy sent us from Texas a wedding gown worn by her mother, Rita 
Wrightman, in her 1936 wedding to Thomas DeLaittre.

Bill Roberts

Boudrow House, watercolor by K.Y. Fong
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Handbill for a Country Joe McDonald concert in Provo Park in 
1971, from our newly organized music poster collection. Watch 
for our celebration of the Berkeley music scene of the 1960s 
next year; there will be a new exhibit at our History Center, 
concerts, oral history videos and other related programs.



Attendance at Special Events
Attendance at Berkeley Historical Society events is on a first-come, first-serve basis. Please come early to 
ensure a seat, as we have a limit of 49 guests, set by the Berkeley Fire Marshal. Note: We are opting for the 
first-come, first-serve policy after finding that quite a few people made reservations they did not keep, thus 
causing us to turn away people who might otherwise have enjoyed the program. Thank you.

            I am interested in volunteering at the Berkeley Historical Society.  Please have someone contact me.     

BHS membership dues and financial donations are tax deductible as charitable contributions to the extent allowed by law.

 Payment information:   Total amount $________          Cash                     Check (payable to BHS)                       Credit card 

I agree to the one time only charge of  $ ________  to my credit card payable to the Berkeley Historical Society for membership dues and/or 
other donations. A receipt will be emailed. Credit card information will be destroyed once payment is validated. More information on the BHS 
credit card authorization policy and privacy policy is at www.berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org. 

Signature ________________________________________  Date ________________

 Expiration      Security       Cardholder
     date             code            zipcode

    Mastercard
      Visa
      Discover
      Amex

Name(s) _____________________________________  Mailing address ____________________________________
City _______________  State ___ Zip _______ Phone ________________ Email _____________________________

(We use your email to notify you of special events, confirm event reservations, or send receipt for credit card charge)

 Individual  $25      Family  $30      Contributor  $55        Sponsor  $100
 Life Member  $500     Student/Low Income  $15    Business   $100

You can also give a gift of a BHS membership or donate to our general or endowment fund(s):
Donate to General Operating Fund  $_____         Donate to Louis Stein Endowment Fund  $______ 

           Gift membershlp (enclose name, address, etc. on separate paper)

                                                        NEW         RENEWAL

                 Name on card                                                           Card number                                        

Berkeley Historical Society Membership
Membership in the Berkeley Historical Society (BHS) helps maintain the quality of all our activities, including 

archives, exhibits, programs, events, walks, newsletter and operations.
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Berkeley Historical Society Calendar
Saturday, September 10, 10 a.m.: Strawberry Creek on the UC Campus, walk led by Bob Charbonneau.* The 
College of California (predecessor to Cal) moved from Oakland to its present site in Berkeley in part because of 
Strawberry Creek.Learn about Strawberry Creek’s history, its hideaways, and the restoration efforts from the expert 
who made Strawberry Creek and its restoration his master’s thesis.

Saturday, September 10, 8 p.m.: Berkeley Boogie, Historic Reunion Concert. Country Joe and the Electric 
Music Band, three original members of the Joy of Cooking, Hali Hammer, Larry Hanks and Deborah Robins, and 
other special guests will take us back to the music of 1960s Berkeley at Ashkenaz, 1317 San Pablo. Tickets $20 to 
benefit the 2017-18 BHS exhibit, “Soundtrack to the Sixties.” Doors open at 7:30.

Saturday, September 17, 10 a.m.: Sara’s Song-Inspired Walk in South Berkeley, led by Tina Jones Williams.* 
Sara’s Song is a new book set on Julia Street in South Berkeley, from 1943 to 1969. The walk will describe the 
pride and enthusiasm the “Colored” homeowners felt buying their first homes in this working-class, all-black 
neighborhood. An easy, flat walk beginning and ending at the new Byron Rumford statue.

Saturday, September 24, 10 a.m.: The 1923 North Berkeley Fire walk, led by Phil Gale.* BHS board member, 
local historian and model railroader Phil Gale will conduct a commemoration of the North Berkeley fire of 
September 17, 1923, crisscrossing the fire line in five places. He’ll identify the various changes wrought in 
buildings and landscape, and walk us to a salvaged Maybeck chimney, among other surprising relics, around which 
a new home was constructed. Phil will share with you his early North Berkeley family photos and reminiscences.

Saturday, September 24, 1-4 p.m.: Last day of “Berkeley! How We Got Our Name” exhibit.

Saturday, October 1, 10 a.m.: Northside: Arts & Crafts on the Fire’s Edge walk, led by Daniella Thompson.* 
See where Berkeley’s Arts & Crafts tradition began; where Bernard Maybeck designed his first hill houses; where 
artists established their residence and built their studios; where the Hillside Club was founded; historic houses that 
survived the 1923 fire, as well as some notable buildings constructed after the ashes had been cleared. The walk is 
steep in some parts and not wheelchair accessible.

Sunday, October 2, 1 p.m.: Opening of  “Remembering the Firestorm” exhibit, with a talk by retired Berkeley 
Fire Chief Deborah Pryor.

Saturday, October 15, 10 a.m.: Marin Avenue North: Early 20th Century Berkeley Hills walk, led by Paul 
Grunland.* Revisit one of Berkeley’s most delightful neighborhoods—charming homes built by famed architects 
and builders, winding contoured streets, creeks, rock outcroppings, city parks and pathways. Some climbing but 
generally level. Not wheelchair accessible.

Saturday, November 5, 1-4 p.m.: Last day of “Remembering the Firestorm” exhibit.

Friday, November 11: Opening of “Home Front” exhibit and Veterans Day commemoration. Check website for 
details.

Sunday, December 4, 2 pm:  Berkeley native and author Tina Jones Williams will lead a discussion about her 
new novel Sara’s Song, followed by book signing. The book is inspired in part by her family’s move from Chicago 
to Berkeley during World War II, and follows her first novella in the Julia Street Series, Some Things I Want You to 
Know. Williams’ mother, represented by Sara in the novel, worked briefly as a welder at the Richmond Shipyards.

* If you wish to go on one of these two-hour walking tours (BHS members $8, non-members $10), email 
BHSwalks@berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org or call 510-848-0181 to see if spaces are available.
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