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Town Marshal August Vollmer, 
1905.

Young Gus Vollmer, Berkeley Hero
Excerpt from the Prologue of August Vollmer: The Father of American Policing

By Willard M. Oliver

from the distance of Berkeley, the little island looked like a pleasant place to be. Gus would have readily agreed with 
Robert Duponey, who said about Berkeley two years later, “Everything here appealed to my heart; the proud barren-
ness of the hills and the dreamy swing of the eucalyptus trees, the happy silence everywhere and the happy quiet. And 
above all, that Bay of San Francisco, which greets me every morning with all its light and all its idle curves.”

A commotion brought Gus out of his reverie causing him to focus his attention on the middle of the street. He could 
hear the shouts of several men and a couple of women scream. He saw several workmen trying desperately to throw 
bricks underneath a railroad flatcar.

Gus quickly assessed what was happening. 
The flatcar was on a side rail, just up from the 
Berkeley Station. It was being used to carry 
building supplies up the street. The last flat-
car, heavily laden with bricks, had apparently 
become uncoupled from the rest of the cars 
and was starting to roll down the hill. 

In order to slow the flatcar, the workmen were 
trying to throw some of the heavy bricks in front of the train’s wheels. A number of bystanders had rushed in to help 
as well. The only problem, it was not working and the flatcar was picking up speed. Gus knew exactly where the 
flatcar was headed—straight for the Berkeley train station, four blocks away. And, since it was nearly noon, the train 
station would once again be crowded with people coming and going from Oakland and San Francisco; not to mention 
numerous people would be on the streets during the lunchtime hour. 

Gus dropped his mailbag and began running. His athletic body, combined with the downhill slope, carried him quick-
ly into the street and down the hill, racing after the runaway flatcar. 

The problems that faced Gus were multiple and no doubt raced quickly through his mind. First, he had to catch up 
with the flatcar that was quickly gaining speed as the weight of the bricks and its momentum carried it down the hill. 
Then, once he caught up to the flatcar he had to somehow manage to swing himself up onto the flatcar. Fortunately, 

Walking west and descending the hills of Berkeley, letter carrier Gus Vollmer could 
see the San Francisco Bay in the distance. The larger panorama, unobstructed by any tall 
buildings or houses, was incredibly breathtaking. Gus always enjoyed walking down to 
the Bay and going swimming in the crescent, especially from the “outlet of Strawberry 
Creek at the Bay to Fleming Point.”  The desire to go for a swim would most assuredly 
have crossed his mind, but it was January and he would have to wait until late spring 
when the water would prove warmer. He could also see old Fort Alcatraz in the distance. 
It was hard to believe how quickly the island military prison was expanding, despite the 
fact the whole place had almost gone up in flames a few years previous. Nevertheless, 
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Dear Berkeley Historical Society members,

The Historical Society leadership was greatly saddened by 
the recent loss of its longtime Board member and resident 
photographer, Allen Stross. Allen, who had studied photography 
with Alfred Stieglitz and won awards for his photographs back 
in his hometown of Detroit, chronicled Berkeley’s distinctive 
character, including all of BHS’s activities. His sense of humor, 
his colorful red hat and his zest for life will be missed. Please see 
Tom Edwards’ obituary in this newsletter for a more complete 
biography.

March is upon us, and with it the last few weeks to catch BHS’s 
Berkeley Home Front exhibit detailing the effects of World War 
I and World War II on Berkeley’s population. The exhibit will 
end on April 8th. 

March also marks the 75th anniversary of the announcement of 
the internment of Japanese, Italian and German nationals and 
their descendants. Included in the Berkeley Home Front exhibit 
are first-hand testimonies of the ordeal, with photographs of 
Berkeley’s Japanese-American community being taken for their 
internment from Berkeley’s First Congregational Church. 

An event on April 26th to commemorate this internment 
of Berkeley Japanese-American citizens is currently being 
developed jointly by BHS,  the First Congregational Church and 
UC Berkeley’s Multicultural Community Center. Please mark 
your calendar and watch the BHS website and your email inbox 
for additional information.

For our Annual Meeting and Exhibit Opening on April 23rd, 
we will be celebrating a new exhibit by Willard M. Oliver on 
Berkeley’s path-breaking police chief, August Vollmer. Dr. 
Oliver has recently completed a definitive biography of Vollmer, 
and will accompany his exhibit with a presentation on the 
subject. As a special bonus, the site of the Annual Meeting and 
presentation will be the Council Chambers in the Old City Hall, 
opened specially for this occasion. 

Hope to see you at these and other upcoming events!

Jeanine Castello-Lin and Tonya Staros, Co-Presidents 



side of the car without calamity. The problem now was engaging the brakes. Gus did not have a lot of experience with 
trains, but between serving in the military and his position as a letter carrier, he understood the basic concept. By the 
1830s, most American railcars employed a handbrake for each single car. Turning the handbrake caused a wheel to 
turn which “tightened a brake pad, usually made of wood with a leather face, against the wheel.”  Although many 
passenger and freight cars had advanced to the use of automatic air brakes which were designed as a failsafe if the 
train were ever to break apart, because this was a flatcar used for supplies and building projects, it did not have any 
of the newer safety features. Gus was simply going to have to turn the brake and hope that he had enough strength to 
stop the flatcar in time.

Grabbing hold of the brake wheel, Gus turned his body to get behind the wheel. Once there, he twisted the brake 
one way and then the other. Figuring out the proper way to turn the wheel to brake the railcar, he cranked it in that 
direction with all his might. At this point the car was racing down the hill and the danger to Gus was at its greatest. 
Trainmen rode the freight cars for a number of reasons, but one primary reason was to work the hand brake Gus was 
so desperately trying to employ. The danger to the typical trainman, and now Gus, was that he “might be thrown off, 
be knocked off, or fall when the brake wheel let go.”  The speed at which the trains traveled, in this case possibly 
over ten miles per hour, combined with the fall of at least four to five feet was easily enough to kill a man. The even 
greater likelihood of death came from a man falling off the train car and rolling underneath the wheels. None of this, 
of course, crossed Gus’s mind while he was trying to apply the brake; all he wanted was for the brake to work, and 
the train to stop. 

Was Berkeley letter carrier Gus Vollmer able to stop the railcar? Find out on the weekend of April 22–23. Will 
Oliver will lead a Vollmer walking tour on Saturday, April 22, and give a talk at Old City Hall on Sunday, April 
23, followed by a reception and book signing for the opening of his exhibit on Vollmer in the Berkeley History 
Center. Mark your calendar!

(Vollmer - continued from page 1)

August Vollmer, one of the most extraordinary men ever to serve as police chief in America, is rightfully considered 
“The Father of American Policing.”  His innovative use of science and technology applied to policing made him 

instrumental in the creation of the first lie detector and police crime lab, and his advocacy 
for police higher education, which led to the creation of degrees in Criminal Justice and 
Criminology, were the underpinnings of his life’s work to professionalize the police. 
Willard M. Oliver (left) is a professor of criminal justice at Sam Houston State University in 
Huntsville, Texas. He is a past president and journal editor for the Southwestern Association 
of Criminal Justice and is the Academy of Criminal Justice Science’s official historian. He 
holds a B.S. and M.S. in Criminal Justice from Radford University and an M.A. and Ph.D. 
in Political Science from West Virginia University. He is both a former police officer and a 
retired military police officer, as well as a Desert Storm veteran and marathon runner.

August Vollmer: The Father of American Policing is the first single-volume, full-length 
biography of Vollmer, published in February by Carolina Academic Press.

there was ample room to get up onto the platform of the car, but it was still a leap, a hand-hold, and sure-footing that 
was going to have to get him aboard. And once there, he would have to engage the brakes and hope he had enough 
distance left to slow the flatcar down before it collided with either an oncoming train or any waiting passengers.  

He handily managed to overcome the first of his problems as he quickly caught up with the flatcar. Running alongside 
it, he had to figure out the best place to board. He decided the area at the rear of the car made the most sense, for if 
he fell, it would keep him from falling underneath the wheels, a sure death if that occurred. Coming up behind the 
flatcar he leaped, seized the slats of the flatcar, and scrambled on board. It was not the most graceful of landings, but 
he managed to overcome the second problem he faced. Now, on to the third issue.

The brake was located at the front of the flatcar, so he had to cross over the moving railcar. Despite having to traverse 
a number of the bricks on the flatcar, which made his short journey more treacherous, Gus managed to get to the other 
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Committee Reports

Archives
Among the interesting new acquisitions to our collections are six tract maps of Berkeley lands from a trade of some 
Oakland maps with the Oakland Public Library History Room; some are among the earliest we have and are mainly 
copies that were made at some point from those in the Alameda County Recorder’s Office. From Kaeko Yedlowsky we 
received some interesting materials relating to World War II, including boards and pieces from two Japanese games, 
Go and Shigo, used in the internment camps and brought to Berkeley after the camps were closed; the Shigo board 
and pieces were apparently created at one of the camps in 1942. We received a 1902 city charter from Ed Herny, and 
some material re construction of the Community Theater from Henry Herndon. Alyssa Scott, a PhD student at Cal, 
has returned to volunteer and is working on inventorying and providing proper housing for some of our collections. 
She has also made our supply shelves beautifully orderly!

– Bill Roberts

Museum
The museum has been seeking new docents to replace those who have had to drop out. Steve Jenner, a longtime 
member, donor of photo greeting cards and Life Member, has joined the History Center as both a Friday docent and 
archives assistant. We are pleased to welcome as new docents Linda Keilch, Liz Lamson and Amanda Putnam. Two 
others working on special projects are Cyrus Khojasteh and Fred Etzel.

We are still short a couple of docents, and we have other projects for volunteers, so call the Museum at 848-0181 and 
let us know if you are interested.

– John Aronovici
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Program
As you can read, the Program Committee is working hard on exhibits and events. Join us on Sunday, March 26, for 
“Letters from the Berkeley Home Front” (see calendar, p. 10). The “Berkeley Home Front” exhibit’s last day is April 
8, 2017.

We are pleased with our collaboration with Professor Willard (Will) Oliver on the next exhibit on Berkeley’s first 
Police Chief, August Vollmer.  We are receiving the exhibit in boxes and can hardly wait for the next one to arrive.  
We are partnering with the Berkeley Police Department’s Historical Unit for display artifacts and pictures.  More 
information on pages 1-3 of this Newsletter and the enclosed invitation. Note that the opening event on April 23rd is 
in two parts, first at Old City Hall at 1:30 and then at our Veterans Building quarters at 3:00! We are partnering with 
Berkeley Community Media to have the talk videotaped for posperity and simulcast on local access TV.

Our next exhibit, opening in October, will be “Soundtrack to the 60s: The Berkeley Music Scene,” coordinated by 
BHS’ Shelley Rideout.  The planning committee is meeting every other Friday and if this is a topic of interest to you, 
please let us know at programs@berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org.  The request for artifacts to display in the exhibit can 
be found on page 7 of this newsletter.

Watch our website and email for an event on the Japanese Internment on April 26th.

If you are interested in developing exhibits and events for the BHS, we would welcome you to participate on the 
Program Committee.  Please email programs@berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org.

– Phyllis Gale
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In Memoriam
Allen Stross, Master Photographer, of Berkeley, died January 18, 2017.  
He was 93 years old.
Berkeley residents will remember Allen as the ever-present photographer 
around town photographing people, senior activities, events and structures, 
and having them developed within hours and distributing those photos to 
his subjects free of charge. He was active with the Berkeley Historical So-
ciety, the North Berkeley Senior Center, Berkeley Architectural Heritage 
Association, and many other organizations, and served on the Berkeley 
Commission on Aging and the Berkeley Civic Arts Commission. 

At the BHS he photographed events, organized photography workshops 
and photography contests, was a long-standing Board member, and was the 
“ideas” man for the BHS walking tours. Allen and his wife Hyshka were fea-
tured in a March 25, 2014, San Francisco Chronicle article on “Aging”. Allen 
and Hyshka moved to Berkeley in October 1979.

Allen was born in Detroit, served in the US Navy during World War II, attended various professional photography 
schools, graduated from Wayne State University in 1962, taught many photography classes and workshops, including 
stints at Wayne State, University of Michigan Extension, Henry Ford Community College, SF State and UC Berkeley 
Extension. He had other employment periods at the Detroit Free Press, Brooks Camera and other studios in Detroit, 
and was a producer of post cards for much of his life.

His first interest in photography occurred in 1936 at age 13 when attending Cass Technical High School in Detroit 
where he majored in Commercial Art. He joined the Navy after graduating from high school, and after WWII, attend-
ed Pasadena’s Art Center College of Design (LA campus) on the GI Bill. Following several years in the Los Angeles 
and Newport Beach areas, attending school and  practicing professional photography, he returned to Detroit. Allen 
also attended Winona School of Professional Photography at various times from 1956 to 1968. In 1953, Allen entered 
a photography contest sponsored by the Detroit Zoo and Cunningham’s Drugs, winning first prize, a new 1953 Ford.

Allen and Hyshka first met when they were working at the Detroit Free Press and married some years later in 1970.  
They collaborated on many professional ventures including the production of postcards, art history lectures, photo-
graphing and preserving historical structures, and contributing to periodicals and books.

Allen is survived by his wife Dorian Hyshka Stross and many nephews and nieces.

No memorial service is planned for Allen, although BHS members Tom Edwards and John Aronovici are planning to 
produce an exhibit on his life’s work later this year.
                                  - Tom Edwards

Photo by Tom Edwards

      SATURDAY DOCENT         One Saturday Afternoon 
              NEEDED                    Monthly      1 - 4 PM
      The Historical Society is in urgent need of a docent for the History Center one Saturday afternoon

per month. Training provided. Enjoy sharing your love of history with others and helping the Soci-
ety. If interested, leave a message on the History Center phone, 510-848-0181, or send an e-mail 
message to info@berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org.
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Serendipity: Used Book on 
Berkeley History 

Was Once Owned by City’s 
First Woman Mayor 

                                                                                            
      By Fred Etzel

Carrie L. Hoyt

Prior to the Information Age (also known as the Computer Age, Digital Age, or New Media Age), when you bought 
a used book in which the previous owner or owners had written their names and maybe year of purchase, you could 
only speculate as to their identity, except in the rare case of someone famous or infamous. With the invention of 
the internet, Google and other search engines, that all changed and now it is relatively easy to research the previous 
owners of used books, sometimes with surprising results.

In 1933, the Reverend William Warren Ferrier, Professor of Law at the University of California, self-published his 
seminal work, the first history of Berkeley, entitled: Berkeley, California: The Story of the Evolution of a Hamlet 
into a City of Culture and Commerce. As he related in the Foreword, Reverend Ferrier and a committee of prominent 
Berkeley residents and professors from the University informed the public by news story in the Berkeley Daily Gazette 
he was ready to publish the book “without remuneration from its sale provided a sufficient number of advanced 
subscriptions were received to make it evident I would not meet with any great financial loss. The resultant response 
was a disappointment to the entire committee.”  Ferrier nonetheless decided to publish the first history of Berkeley 
“as a contribution to the city in which I have lived since August 1904, and for which I have had and shall ever have 
an abiding affection.” 

In November 2016, through Amazon Books, I bought a used copy of Ferrier’s book. On the inside of the front of the 
book, written in cursive in ink, was the name and date “Carrie L. Hoyt, 1933.”  This name was unknown to me. When 
I googled Carrie L. Hoyt, Berkeley, CA, I found:

Carrie L. Hoyt (1866–1950) was the Mayor of Berkeley, California from January 
20 to circa May, 1947. She is notable for having been Berkeley’s first female 
mayor.

I scanned this first front page of Ferrier’s book and emailed it to John Underhill, a 
docent with the Berkeley Historical Society (BHS). John replied: “That sure looks like her signature; amazing.”  I 
believe the copy of Ferrier’s book I have come to own was once owned by Carrie L. Hoyt, first woman Mayor of 
Berkeley. I consulted James (Jef) Findley, Library Specialist, Berkley Public Library, and reviewed the clippings file 
for more information on Mayor Hoyt.  Using Google, I also did more research on Carrie L. Hoyt.

Born on October 24, 1866, in Petersburg, Illinois, Carrie Knoles was the daughter of a Civil War Veteran, lawyer 
and newspaper publisher. In 1887, the Knoles family moved to San Diego County, where her father served as U.S. 
Commissioner for Southern California, prosecuting smuggling cases. Carrie Knoles met and, in 1888, married her 
husband, William Hoyt. They had four children.

The Hoyt family moved to Berkeley in 1909 to be near the University of California so their children might attend. 
Carrie L. Hoyt was first elected to the City Council in 1923, the first year of the City Council/City Manager form of 
government. Hoyt was subsequently reelected to successive terms, and as a contact member with the City Council, 
she served several terms on the Berkeley Public Library Board.  

                          (continued on page 7)



  Berkeley Historical Society Spring 2017  7

Hoyt was a founding member of the Board of the Mobilized Women of Berkeley, formed in May of 1917 by 
representatives from 151 women’s organizations (both public and private) to help the First World War effort. The 
group was incorporated in 1924, and during World War II the group contributed again to the war effort. During World 
War II, Hoyt gained international fame with her “Cookie Jar for Service Men,” which grew from a one-person project 
to a community-wide effort in which 60 local organizations participated. 

When the Berkeley City Manager announced his intention to resign as of January 15, 1947, on January 20, 1947 the 
Berkeley City Council appointed the current Mayor Fitch Robertson as the new City Manager, creating a vacancy 
in the office of Mayor. Serving then as the Vice Mayor was 80-year-old Carrie Hoyt. By succession she assumed the 
office of Mayor to finish out the balance of Robertson’s term, thus becoming Berkeley’s first female mayor.  Sadly 
her term was short, lasting only from January to April 1947. 

In an article dated December 20, 1949, the Berkeley Gazette reported Hoyt had suffered a heart attack and retired 
from public life. The Gazette said she and her husband “now make their home at 984 Tulare Avenue,” where she died 
on March 25, 1950.  There is a plaque on a flagpole base in Aquatic Park in memory of Carrie Hoyt placed by the 
United Veterans of Berkeley in 1954 in a location “exactly opposite the Golden Gate.” 

(Hoyt - continued from page 6)

Artifacts Needed for Fall 2017 Exhibit,
“Soundtrack to the 60s: The Berkeley Music Scene”

Our Fall 2017 exhibit will chronicle Berkeley’s role in the Folk, Rock and Rhythm and Blues 
scene of the 1960s. The exhibit committee is seeking clothing, photographs and objects for use 
in our display. We already have lots of posters, but especially seek three-dimensional objects 
that can be displayed in cases.

Photographs will be scanned and returned to you; other items would be on loan for a period of 
about seven months. Those who loan items will be credited.

If you lived in Berkeley during the 60s and have clothing you wore then or any mementos of 
musical events that happened in Berkeley, please email Shelley Rideout, exhibit coordinator, 
shelley@berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org, or leave a message at the History Center, 510-848-0181.



 8  Berkeley Historical Society Spring 2017

Oral History Program
In light of our current exhibit, Berkeley Home Front, and the tragic history of the Japanese Americans told there, in 
this issue of the newsletter we want to spotlight the stories of those who, having fled the Axis powers in Europe, were 
welcomed here at Berkeley, particularly by the University community, including at International House.

Here are excerpts from two short oral histories in our recently reprinted book, The Golden Age of International 
House, Berkeley: An Oral History of the Post World War II Era. The first comes from the story of Lottie Wallerstein 
Salz, an Auschwitz survivor, as told by Paul Salz. The second is Paul’s story of his arrival at I-House. At 95, Mr. Salz 
still lives in Berkeley. 

I-House was Lottie’s home. She had no other. She had no other. Lottie’s home perished in the German 
concentration camps, and she herself lived through several concentration camps.....There was a death 
march when the Russians were approaching and the Germans took everybody out of the Camp and 
started to walk them towards Germany. Four girls escaped [one of them Lottie]; they just dropped into 
the snow and lay there. Some other people were shot, but they were not, and they just lay there. Even-
tually, they got up and hid in a nearby farmhouse. This was near Danzig. There was a ferry service, 
which was completely full of Germans trying to escape. Then one ferry was bombed and sunk, so the 
next one was empty, so the girls got into it, and escaped from Germany to Denmark.....

Lottie stayed in the I-House a long time, about five or six years. She was special because of the illness; she was 
allowed to stay much longer than normal. Lottie was at the UC Hospital for awhile, had a major operation on her 
back—caused by a kick in the spine by an SS man. So when she got out, she was in an iron–made corset.....

Then, to pick up the I-House story of Paul himself, also a Czech refugee, rescued in ‘39 by the Kindertransport:

The next thing I remember was my roommate telling me about this Czech girl whom I really should 
meet. So I was waiting for her, and she was coming down from the dining room, and I was going up 
the stairs; I stopped there to introduce myself, and that was Lottie.  I met her very shortly after I got to 
the I-House. She was madly in love with a Norwegian fellow at the time. But I was very obnoxious. 
Once they were sitting at the coffee shop at a table for two. I cheerfully said in English, “Oh, may I 
join you?” and she looked at me, and said in Czech: “Go get lost!” And I said, “Oh, thank you so very 
much!” And I sat down.

Lottie and Paul eventually married and were two of many refugees from World War II whom Berkeley embraced and 
who found a home in Berkeley.  To read more about Berkeley’s WWII refugees, please pick up a copy of the Golden 
Age book, available at the Center or at the International House. 

Therese Pipe continues to work on a series of oral histories about the Consumers Cooperative of Berkeley, subject of 
a BHS exhibit in 2011. Some of the interviews recorded at that time are being transcribed through the leadership of 
Greg Patmore, Professor of Business and Labour History at the University of Sydney, Australia. He is a specialist in 
the history of consumer cooperatives, and the Berkeley one was the largest in North America.

– Jeanine Castello-Lin and Tonya Staros, Oral History Committee Co-Chairs



Time to Renew?
Please check your mailing label, and if your membership has expired, we hope to hear from you soon! Only 
paid-up members can vote at the annual meeting in April.

Membership dues are the primary support for the many activities of the Historical Society. We do send out 
renewal envelopes twice a year. We are always looking for new members, so share your newsletter with 
friends who might be interested in Berkeley History.

            I am interested in volunteering at the Berkeley Historical Society.  Please have someone contact me.     

BHS membership dues and financial donations are tax deductible as charitable contributions to the extent allowed by law.

 Payment information:   Total amount $________          Cash                     Check (payable to BHS)                       Credit card 

I agree to the one time only charge of  $ ________  to my credit card payable to the Berkeley Historical Society for membership dues and/or 
other donations. A receipt will be emailed. Credit card information will be destroyed once payment is validated. More information on the BHS 
credit card authorization policy and privacy policy is at www.berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org. 

Signature ________________________________________  Date ________________

 Expiration      Security       Cardholder
     date             code            zipcode

    Mastercard
      Visa
      Discover
      Amex

Name(s) _____________________________________  Mailing address ____________________________________
City _______________  State ___ Zip _______ Phone ________________ Email _____________________________

(We use your email to notify you of special events, confirm event reservations, or send receipt for credit card charge)

 Individual  $25      Family  $30      Contributor  $50        Sponsor  $100
 Life Member  $500     Student/Low Income  $15    Business   $100

You can also give a gift of a BHS membership or donate to our general or endowment fund(s):
Donate to General Operating Fund  $_____         Donate to Louis Stein Endowment Fund  $______ 

           Gift membershlp (enclose name, address, etc. on separate paper)

                                                         NEW         RENEWAL

                 Name on card                                                           Card number                                        
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Berkeley Historical Society Membership
Membership in the Berkeley Historical Society (BHS) helps maintain the quality of all our activities, including 

archives, exhibits, programs, events, walks, newsletter and operations.
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Berkeley Historical Society Calendar
Sunday, March 26, 2-4 p.m.: Letters from the Berkeley Home Front
Join Steve Finacom and Phyllis Gale to hear how the mail was delivered to soldiers during the World Wars, govern-
ment censorship, and readings from two collections of letters saved by Berkeley families.  Afterwards there will be 
time for questions and sharing your own family letter if you bring one along. Attendance limited to 45.

Saturday, April 8, 1-4 p.m.: Final day of “Berkeley Home Front” exhibit

Saturday, April 22, 10 a.m.: Stories of Police Chief August Vollmer walking tour led by Will Oliver*
The walk will visit many of the spots in Berkeley where many of Vollmer’s achievements occurred which led to 
him being called “The Father of American Policing.” Starting downtown at the police station, the walk will encom-
pass the downtown area and continue to some of North Berkeley sites in the Vine and Shattuck area. Flat walking 
with moderate distance. Dr. Oliver has just written a book about Berkeley’s famous police chief entitled August 
Vollmer:The Father of American Policing.

Sunday, April 23, 1:30-5 p.m.: Annual Meeting and opening festivities for new exhibit, August Vollmer: The 
Father of American Policing. Begins with meeting and slide talk at Old City Hall, followed by History Center 
reception and book signing, 3-5 p.m.

Wednesday, April 26, 5-7:30 p.m.: BHS will co-sponsor a program at the UC Berkeley Multicultural Center in the 
Student Union on the WWII Japanese internment and its implications today, followed by a commemoration at First 
Congregational Church.

Saturday, April 29, 10 a.m.: The Hidden History of the Japanese-American Community in South Berkeley 
walking tour led by Jill Shiraki*
In 1941, Berkeley’s Japanese Americans operated over 70 businesses, such as nurseries, florists, markets and clean-
ing services, scattered throughout the city. In 1942, this community was forcibly removed for the duration of World 
War II. Discover what was lost and what remains of the Japanese American community and cultural heritage in the 
South Berkeley neighborhood. 

Saturday, May 6, 10 a.m.: North Cragmont Tales walking tour led by John Underhill*
Hear tales of North Cragmont people and little-known facts about Cragmont Rock and Remillard Park. Cross the 
Cragmont “Swamp.” Was there a British agent living in Berkeley? An intimate look at a beautiful Berkeley garden. 
Some steep paths with uneven stairs and narrow unpaved pathways. Not wheelchair accessable

Saturday, May 13, 10 a.m.: Marin Avenue North: Early 20th Century Berkeley Hills walking tour led by Paul 
Grunland*
Revisit one of Berkeley’s most delightful neighborhoods – charming homes built by famed architects and builders, 
winding contoured streets, creeks, rock outcroppings, City parks and pathways. Someclimbing but generally level. 
Not wheelchair accessible. NOTE: Those individuals who specifically registered last Fall for this tour (not season 
tickets) which was cancelled may attend free (but must register).

Saturday, May 27: The New Deal Nexus in Berkeley walking tour led by Harvey Smith*
The walk will explore Berkeley High School’s Community Theater, Civic Center Park, Farm Credit Bank Building, 
and remarkable mosaic murals on U.C. Campus.

* If you wish to go on one of these two-hour walking tours (BHS members $8, non-members $10), check the web-
site (http://www.berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org/walks.html) to see if it is full yet. If not, you can email info@berke-
leyhistoricalsociety.org or call the Center, 510-848-0181, preferably during open hours.


