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Allen Stross
Berkeley’s Master of  Photography

April 8 – May 5

Berkeley residents will remember Allen Stross as the 
ever-present photographer around town, capturing the 
diverse population, vibrant parades and distinctive ar-
chitecture of the town. Even into his nineties, he could 
be seen photographing historical walks, cultural events, 
and life at the North Berkeley Senior Center. 

 A native of Detroit, Allen Stross studied photography 
at Detroit’s Cass Technical High School, the Art Center 
College of Design in Pasadena, Wayne State University, 
the Winona School of Professional Photography, and in 
countless workshops, including with Ansel Adams. 

 He earned the prestigious award of Master of Photog-
raphy from the Professional Photographers of Ameri-
ca. He became known as the “photo philanthropist of 
Berkeley” because of his proclivity to give out prints, 
magnets, and buttons to the subjects of his photographs.  

 The exhibit will cover his art from early high school 
through his years in Southern California and Detroit 
studios, the Detroit Free Press, Wayne State photojour-
nalism courses, and in and around Berkeley.
 

Collection Gems
Forty Years of  Documenting 

Berkeley History
May 20 – October 13

In 1978, a group of local history enthusiasts gathered 
to form a society to record the history of Berkeley. 
They did not have a home for the society, or at that 
point even a collection, but their enthusiasm prevailed, 
and now the Berkeley Historical Society is celebrating 
its fortieth anniversary! 

 Our next exhibit, Collection Gems: Forty Years of 
Documenting Berkeley History, will display a wide 
variety of materials collected over the years, concen-
trating on several topical areas: schools, businesses, 
politics and government, performing arts, and family 
life, as well as some highlights from the society’s own 
history.    

The exhibit will open on Sunday, May 20, with a talk 
by Betty Reid Soskin, whose memoir, Sign My Name 
to Freedom, was recently published.  The reception 
following her talk will include a big cake to celebrate 
BHS’s fortieth birthday.    

This special occasion will also include the debut of our 
first permanent exhibit, an illustrated Berkeley History 
Timeline that will make it possible for all visitors to 
get an overview of the history of our city.

Allen Stross, circa 2016 Father Harry Morrison, BHS Founder
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Life at the Berkeley Historical Society has been a little challenging late-
ly, as we have coped with the deaths of two much-loved volunteers—
Shelley Rideout in January and Paul Grunland in February—and three 
resignations from the board of directors—John Underhill, Buzz Cardoza 
and Nelly Coplan. I’ve agreed with some reluctance to a second one-
year term as president while also taking on the presidency of another his-
tory organization, the Institute for Historical Study, and trying to bring 
myself up to speed in the field of public history. Luckily, John and Buzz 
still remain active in BHS, and Nelly plans to get involved again when 
she retires from her paid job. 

We continue to make various special plans for this anniversary year. 
Join us on Sunday, May 20, when we will have a big birthday cake and 
balloons. On that day we will open two exhibits surveying Berkeley 
history: a permanent 16-foot-long timeline and a temporary, five-month 
showcase of highlights from our collection. And we’ll have a special 
speaker and other VIP guests!

Former BHS president Linda Rosen deserves special thanks at this time. 
She compiled the text and images for the timeline, with help from others. 
She reached out to Shelley Rideout’s relatives and ended up spending 
many hours coordinating the details of the memorial event we held for 
Shelley. And she has helped pull together material for two sections of the 
upcoming exhibit, the one on schools and the one about the history of the 
Berkeley Historical Society. Thank you, Linda, and may your Becoming 
Berkeley book come to fruition sooner rather than later!

Tonya Staros is also a star. She has put together an hour-long video pre-
sentation of images from the collection, reflecting the late nineteenth 
century and the first three decades of the twentieth century in Berkeley, 
with captions and period music. Intended to be an integral part of the 
new exhibit, it features photos of landscapes, streetscapes, storefronts, 
schools, and other aspects of the life of our city. Thank you, Tonya!

I also want to express appreciation to everyone else whose names are 
listed at the left side of this page, especially John Aronovici, who lives 
and breathes BHS. Congratulations to these and all the others who have 
kept this organization going on an all-volunteer basis for forty years!

I hope to see you at some of our upcoming events. Watch your email for 
special announcements. If you are not yet on our email list and would 
like to be, please sign up by emailing publicist@berkeleyhistoricalso-
ciety.org. You can also follow us on Facebook for interesting Berkeley 
history images and links.

                 – Ann Harlow, President

All newsletter content is copyrighted by the
Berkeley Historical Society and in some cases by 

authors and/or photographers. 



      Edward Chace Tolman: 
The Cognitive Map and the Loyalty Oath

By Fred Etzel

Tolman Hall, the psychology building on the UC Berkeley campus, was opened in 
1963 and is named after Edward Chace Tolman, a professor of psychology from 1918 
to his retirement in 1954. Tolman Hall is seismically unsafe and will be demol-
ished once the Psychology Department has moved to the Berkeley Way West 
complex at the corner of Shattuck Avenue and Berkeley Way in spring 2018. The 
namesake of Tolman Hall, his contributions to the study of psychology, including 
the “cognitive map,” and his refusal to take a loyalty oath should not be forgotten.

Tolman was born on April 14, 1886 in West Newton, Massachusetts. He received his Ph.D. 
from Harvard in 1915.  On August 30, 1915, Dr. Tolman married Kathleen Drew, who was 
a native of Shanghai, China, and graduated from Radcliffe College in 1907. In the fall the 
two of them moved to Evanston, Illinois, where for three years he taught at Northwestern 

University. In 1918 they came to Berkeley, where he became a professor at the University of California. Tolman 
would teach psychology at Berkeley until his retirement in 1954. 

The Tolmans first lived in the Berkeley Hills close to the campus at 1609 Le Roy Avenue. In 1920, Tolman built a 
single-family, detached house in the Mediterranean Revival style nearby at 1530 La Loma Avenue. Both houses sur-
vived the 1923 Berkeley Fire.

Tolman had an aversion to laboratory rats at first, but became fond of them through his experiments with them. He 
demonstrated that rats would find shortcuts in a maze to reach a food reward, suggesting they weren’t just using motor 
memory. Tolman argued that the rats had a mental representation or “cognitive map,” which they used to locate the 
food reward. Tolman discovered that based on their starting point, rats would adjust their behavior. This was the first 
demonstration of cognitive maps in animals. Tolman’s work sparked a domain within the field of animal behavior 
that is still alive and debated to this day. Its broader implications led away from behavioral psychology and toward 
the field of cognitive science.

During and after World War II, Tolman became concerned about the psychology of hatred and war. In a 1947 address 
at UC he said, “Over and over, men are blinded by too violent motivations and too intense frustrations into blind and 
unintelligent and, in the end, desperately dangerous hates of outsiders. And the expression of these displaced hates 
ranges all the way from discrimination against minorities to world conflagrations.”

In 1949, under the influence of McCarthyism, UC President Sproul and the Board of Regents mandated all UC staff 
and faculty sign a loyalty oath stating that they were not members of the Communist Party. Professor Tolman led the 
organized faction of faculty who refused to sign the oath. Despite the fact that he was a tenured professor, Tolman was 
ultimately fired in 1950 for his stance, along with 30 other faculty members.

Tolman argued his objection to signing the oath was not necessarily due to any allegiance with the Communist 
Party. For him, it was a matter of principle because the loyalty oath represented a threat to academic freedom 
and free speech. Tolman and others sued the Regents of the University. In 1952, the State Supreme Court ruled 
in Tolman v. Underhill that the non-signers were to be re-instated to their positions because the state legis-
lature, by previously enacting regulations in this area, left no room for supplementary regulation by the Regents.

Professor Tolman died at his home in Berkeley on November 19, 1959. On September 12, 1963, Kathleen Drew Tol-
man, who was then living at 74 Tamalpais Road, died at age 77. The newly constructed building for education and 
psychology had been named Tolman Hall earlier that year at the urging of UC President Clark Kerr.
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        90th Anniversary of  America’s First Woman Law Professor: 
                         Barbara Nachtrieb Armstrong
 
             By Zita Ballinger Fletcher

This year marks the 90th anniversary of when Barbara Nachtrieb Armstrong became 
America’s first female law professor, being appointed associate professor of law at UC 
Berkeley in 1928. Barbara Grace Nachtrieb was born in 1890. Her father, John Jacob 
Nachtrieb, was a leather tanner from a German peasant family. Her mother, Annie Day, 
was the daughter of working-class Irish immigrants whose last name was originally O’Day 
but was changed. Annie was a singer, actress, and music teacher in the Mission District. 
She taught all her children, including Barbara, to play instruments and perform. Thanks to 
Annie’s entertaining skills, the family rose in society and the couple was able to send their 
children to college at UC Berkeley.

Although Barbara became popular at college for her theatrical talents, she rejected an 
acting career in 1913 to study law, then considered a man’s profession. She was admitted 
to the California State Bar in 1915 and became the executive secretary for the California 
Social Insurance Commission. She developed expertise in social science and economics, 
earning a Ph.D. in Philosophy in 1921.

Barbara dedicated her career to helping ordinary laborers and the impoverished. During an era when social justice 
was widely overlooked, Barbara devoted her energy to finding solutions for workers, many of whom were immi-
grants, to survive and support their families. Barbara’s ideals put her at odds with her own family members. While her 
brother became a prominent member of the Bohemian Club, which promotes the rich and excludes women, Barbara 
fought fiercely to assist the underprivileged and achieve women’s equal rights through social action and legal work. 
She analyzed insurance and compensation problems and championed workers’ rights and public healthcare.

In 1926, Barbara spent a year in Europe studying social insurance policies in 34 countries and wrote a revolutionary 
book called Insuring the Essentials: Minimum Wage, Plus Social Insurance—A Living Wage Program, published in 
1932. It was the first written work in the U.S. to propose a public minimum “living wage,” with detailed plans to 
compensate workers for health problems, disability, old age, unemployment, and death. 

The book was noticed by President Franklin D. Roosevelt, who was managing the nation’s worst economic crisis 
during the Great Depression. In 1934, Roosevelt called Barbara to Washington. Barbara became the Chief of Staff for 
Social Security Planning on the Committee on Economic Security and was made a special assistant to the President 
in creating the Social Security Act. The President signed the Act, which Barbara helped write, into law in 1935—three 
years after her book was published. That year, UC Berkeley made Barbara a full-fledged professor, after she had 
served as associate professor since 1928.

Barbara was happily married to Ian Armstrong of Scotland, who shared her lively Celtic sense of humor; they raised 
a daughter together. She actively fought for social causes until the end of her days, writing many books and becoming 
a much-loved professor at UC Berkeley. She passed away in 1967 in Oakland.

Zita Ballinger Fletcher is the niece of Barbara Nachtrieb Armstrong through her brother, Harold Pasmore Nachtrieb. 
Zita’s grandfather, Harold C. Nachtrieb, also studied law at Boalt Hall. Like her aunt, Zita is from California and 
studied social science and law. She is fluent in German and is a professional journalist and author. She is the author 
of eight books (nonfiction and fiction) and has written for historical societies in three different states, including the 
Quarterly Journal of the Mecklenburg Historical Association of North Carolina. She currently lives in Europe.
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Yes, Berkeley Once Had a Vigilante Riot
The Shocking Incident of  Joshua Sykes in April 1918

      © Steven Finacom

Lynchings, and other murders motivated by racism or political differences, are a frequent 
part of American history, but did Berkeley escape writing its own page in this dark past?

The closest I’d previously found to vengeful physical attacks of this type in Berkeley his-
tory was an episode during the San Francisco Waterfront Strike in 1934. 

That year Berkeley vigilantes smashed up “Red” Finnish Hall, which had provided meals 
and other support to labor strikers, and threw rocks and bricks at the homes of supposed 
labor sympathizers; the victims said the Berkeley police were curiously absent and didn’t 
respond quickly to calls. There was a lot of property damage done, but no physical injuries.

Then, some years ago, I came across newspaper accounts of a truly extraordinary violent episode in Berkeley history 
where a mob seized control of part of the city and came very close to killing people because of their alleged political 
views. 

I had never heard of this event, but it took place exactly 100 years ago in April 1918. I’ve also never found it de-
scribed in any previous Berkeley history, and the only other person who seems to have written about it is an East 
Coast scholar who mentioned it in an article last year.

Here’s an abbreviated account of what I’ve found to date, based mainly on newspaper articles.

The story starts in the pre-World War I era in Los Angeles. Joshua W. Sykes had been ruffling feathers with his un-
conventional brand of Christianity. Originally a Baptist minister, Sykes became what one writer has termed an “off-
brand Pentecostal preacher” in a region where many people were searching for new spiritual views and experiences.
Sykes raised theological eyebrows with his rejection of “Trinitarianism,” that is, baptizing in the name of the Trinity: 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He cited Jesus only.

He also challenged prevalent Caucasian racial prejudices by partnering with an African-American preacher and 
starting an interracial congregation, the “Church of the Living God.” There were frequent objections and threats by 
neighbors of his mission site. Some accounts say this was because they were too noisy and rapturous in expressing 
their faith; others point to prejudice against the mixed-race congregation.

Sykes was, by the scattered accounts I have found so far, charismatic, rather grandiose and perhaps a charlatan. He 
claimed religious “visions” direct from God and ordered his followers to act based on them. Newspapers said he had 
dubbed himself “Jehovah, King of the Universe, Author of the Bible and Prophet of the Tabernacle of David.”

Although he was married for decades, he also seems to have taken advantage of his spiritual authority by romancing 
women in his congregation and anointing one—not his wife—the “queen of heaven.” The press and police called 
him a prophet of “free love” and alleged he had told his followers not to marry. He was also apparently a pacifist, a 
stance that would weigh heavily against him in early 20th-century Berkeley.

Sykes finally decided to leave Los Angeles, and he ended up in the East Bay, but not out of hot water. “He arrived just 
as the region was caught up in the [wartime] preparedness debates. Union types typically opposed the development 
of war industries, believing that only corporations would benefit; while the newly opening shipyards in the East Bay 
thrived on such expansion. Sykes, whose congregation apparently contained many of German ancestry, opposed the 
war, preferring to see himself as a citizen of heaven, rather than of the nation.”i

(continued on page 6)



By late 1917 Sykes had a tent city along Derby Street between Grove Street (now Martin Luther King, Jr. Way) 
and Shattuck Avenue. That land, originally part of the massive property holdings of the Shattuck estate, was still 
a family-owned and undeveloped four-block-square tract a century ago. It was apparently leased out for periodic 
ephemeral uses like traveling circuses. Today, the Berkeley High School baseball field and surrounding recreational 
facilities and continuation high school tranquilly occupy two blocks and the University’s corporation yard and for-
mer Berkeley Iceland building adjoin. But it was anything but calm in 1918.

The United States had entered the “Great War” in April 1917, on the side of Britain, France, and their allies. Berke-
ley—already tilting in an Anglophile direction—had enthusiastically embraced patriotic fervor. Many local men had 
gone off to war, the University campus hosted military training camps and research, and numerous local organiza-
tions—including religious congregations—vied for prestige in assisting the war cause through civilian efforts such 
as raising relief funds, buying Liberty Bonds, planting Victory Gardens, and rolling bandages for the Red Cross.

In this context, Sykes and his congregation uncomfortably stood out. They were pacifist, asserted allegiance to God 
rather than Country, and eschewed patriotic gestures such as singing the national anthem and flying the United States 
flag, at a time when many Berkeley religious congregations were emphasizing such secular expressions.

Some locals complained to the Berkeley police that Sykes was trying to “defeat the draft and to thwart the govern-
ment’s plans to register alien enemies above 14 years of age.”

And the fact that African-Americans and Caucasians worshiped together in the Sykes congregation probably was 
a significant strike against them with many locals. Berkeley would not see another intentionally racially integrated 
Christian congregation (the South Berkeley Community Church) until after the second World War.

Something was brewing, and in mid-April, shocking vigilante violence erupted.

According to the Berkeley Gazette (April 19, 1918), on the evening of April 18 a “patriotic mob [sic] of 200 boys” 
showed up at the revival tent. “Ranging in age from 10 to 20 years of age,” they “poured out of a dozen or more 
automobiles in front of the canvas tabernacle and marched en masse through the front door.”

They shouted to those attending a service in progress that they should sing the national anthem. “Pandemonium 
broke loose” and police arrived, but “were unable to hold the entire crowd.” First, Arthur Sykes (the 14-year-old son 
of the pastor), then a church elder, then Sykes himself were grabbed and thrown into the apparently large baptismal 
font. The mob then dispersed. But the next day it was viciously back.

“Five or six hundred men and boys from this city, Oakland and San Francisco set fire to the Church of the Living 
God on Derby Street near Shattuck Avenue,” the Berkeley Gazette reported. The mob started to tear down the tem-
porary tabernacle and set fire to it, along with six “tent houses” nearby that housed church elders and their families. 
Sykes was conducting a service when the mob invaded, but disappeared through the rear of the tent as they came in 
the front.

Spectators estimated at several thousand filled two blocks of Derby Street and cheered the rioters. Berkeley police 
and firemen arrived and the initial fires were put out. But a group of boys stopped cars in the street, carried gasoline 
in their hats back to the partially collapsed tent, and ignited it again, along with the residential tents.

Part of the mob “with a bucket of hot tar and a bag of feathers and equipped with ropes” descended on 1918 Stuart 
Street, a modest wood frame home that still stands a few blocks from the tabernacle site. There they found Sykes’ 
justifiably “panicked” wife and son. 

One apparently courageous Berkeley policeman, R.R. Pidgeon, stood against them. He allowed two men into the 
house to assure themselves Sykes wasn’t in hiding there. They marched off and contented themselves with hanging 
Sykes in effigy at Adeline and Fairview, wearing one of his clerical robes stolen from the tent.
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(Sykes - continued from page 5)

(continued on page 7)
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(Sykes - continued from page 6)

Back at the riot site the structures burned down to the ground. A sailor climbed the flagpole and hung an American 
flag to cheers, and the mob sang the national anthem. The police, heavily outnumbered, didn’t interfere. 

The next day there were charges back and forth between Sykes’ attorney and the police, but public sentiment seemed 
strongly on the side of the mob. Police Chief Vollmer was reportedly given various “German” items that were found 
in the burned ruins, including coins, pieces of a gun, and papers with “German type” on them, all presented in the 
press as evidence of disloyalty.

In the aftermath, ten thousand “loyal church workers” gathered at the Oakland Auditorium on April 21 and expressed 
“their unlimited and unbounded cooperation in the elimination of un-American sentiments, disloyal propaganda and 
outright sedition,” according to the Oakland Tribune.

At the rally, a Berkeley Baptist minister tore into Sykes rhetorically and “intimated that Sykes had brought it on him-
self.” “I have no sympathy with what took place, for a reign of terror in a community will not win the war. But we are 
all to blame. Sykes has been a nuisance in Berkeley for months and should be locked up …. All those who set them-
selves up as leaders of men must take their stand for the Nation or be put where they belong. What has been done will 
be repeated unless we stand firm and beware of extreme good nature and the tolerance that approaches indifference.”  

On April 24 several thousand people attended a Liberty Bond rally at the Greek Theatre. The day before, UC Regents 
had given President Benjamin Ide Wheeler “full power to dismiss any student, faculty member or employee … if 
evidence was given which proved disloyalty or disrespect to the flag or to the government.”

All this seems pretty amazing given Berkeley’s reputation today. But it did happen here, exactly a century ago. 

The earthly travails that visited Sykes didn’t end in Berkeley. He would later be arrested and prosecuted by the De-
partment of Justice for obstructing the draft. He served prison time after the War.ii  

After Berkeley, Sykes led his remaining congregation in Denver. One newspaper account from 1920 says his Denver 
congregation numbered 600, despite the fact that when he left Berkeley he allegedly only invited the fifty most “fi-
nancially prosperous” to come along, leaving those less well off in the Bay Area with a promise that they would be 
united again at “a grand reunion in heaven, following a great ascension which he has predicted.”iii In Denver he again 
predicted the end of the world, this time in early 1921, and told his followers they would inherit the earthly goods of 
unbelievers. 

The Second Coming didn’t come, but Sykes persisted. He lived more than ten years after the Berkeley incidents, fi-
nally dying in Denver on February 25, 1929. There was one last controversy. He had—of course—told his followers 
he would rise again, and they refused to let the coroner take his body. The coroner arranged to come back in four days 
“and if Sykes has not risen by that time an autopsy will be performed and the funeral will go forward as it does for 
ordinary mortals.”iv 
______________
i  Oakland Tribune, April 22, 1918.
ii Theodore Kornweibel, Jr., “Investigate Everything”: Federal Efforts to Ensure Black Loyalty During World War I (Indiana    
  University Press, 2002), page 162.
iii Oakland Tribune, June 3, 1918.
iv Oakland Tribune, February 26, 1926.
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On January 12th, we lost our beloved friend and volunteer, Shelley Rideout.

Shelley was raised in Port Kent on Lake Champlain, New York. She received a B.A. from Sonoma State College and 
an M.A. in Museum Studies from San Francisco State.  

Shelley’s many contributions included being a costume designer, seamstress, curator and exhibit designer, exhibit 
technician, instructor, buyer, textile expert, textile restoration and conservation consultant, and author with a number 
of professional affiliations. She loved collecting and designing vintage clothing.

Shelley worked as a seamstress and costume designer for ACT, the Oakland Ballet and the Oregon Shakespeare 
Festival.  She was a buyer and textile expert at Samuel Scheuer Linens in San Francisco, a member of the Art Deco 
Society, and board president for the Western Branch of the Costume Society of America. She wrote articles and did 
research for the Art Deco Society and the Fashion Institute of Design and Merchandising in San Francisco. 

Shelley was a longtime and invaluable Berkeley Historical Society volunteer. She was on the BHS Board from 2002 
to 2006 and served as First Vice-President from 2003 to 2005. She coordinated the current exhibit, Soundtrack to 
the Sixties: The Berkeley Music Scene. She was working on the family life section of the upcoming Collection Gems 
exhibit. She was a co-author of Berkeley Bohemia: Artists and Visionaries of the Early 20th Century with Katie 
Wadell and Ed Herny. As assistant archivist, Shelley was extremely knowledgeable about our collection and was 
gracious and helpful to visitors as well as fellow volunteers. We will all miss her gentle light. 

The BHS hosted a celebration of Shelley’s life on March 25, with music performed by Devi Vaani. Joe McDonald 
and Alec Palao, who had worked with her on the Soundtrack exhibit, were among the speakers, and Joe sang “I Lost 
a Friend Today” in Shelley’s honor.

Shelley Rideout
July 30, 1947 – January 12, 2018     

We Miss You,

   Shelley
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   Remembering

   Paul Grunland

We were deeply saddened by the death of our longtime friend and Berkeley Historical Society member, Paul 
Grunland, on February 2, 2018, at age 93. For the past 20 years and more, Paul had been a well-known and well-
loved community volunteer and local historian. 

Paul regularly led informative walking tours in Berkeley and Kensington, conducted interviews for oral histories, 
and documented the history of the Berkeley Woods tract, where he made his home with Mary (“Peggy”) Post 
Grunland, his wife of 62 years. Several months ago, he and wife Peggy had moved into the new Belmont Village 
senior community in Albany. 

From 1997 to 2017, Paul had led BHS walking tours annually, with themes including Paths of Northeast Berkeley, 
Berkeley’s Last Land Acquisition, the Alameda-Contra Costa boundary, the Maybeck Estates in Kensington, and 
The Rocks of Thousand Oaks. As recalled by John Aronovici, “Paul and I spent a lot of time together over the 
years. He was always inviting me to lunch or breakfast at the golf course, usually with his wife, Peggy. Together 
we designed multiple-page walking tour handouts . . . . I miss him calling me with, ‘I have an idea for this . . . .’ 
Paul was always five projects ahead of me in creating plaques and awards to people he thought were important 
. . . .One highlight I remember was our four-day driving trip to the Bennett Juniper Tree in the Sierras with his 
friend Hank Abraham.”

Paul was also deeply involved with oral history interviewing for the BHS. Around the year 2000, he joined in 
with the Oral History Committee, and adapted quickly to his training in oral history methodology. He became a 
regular at the meetings, and soon began documenting oral histories for the BHS, beginning with “Conversations 
with Helen Huggins Wells and Diane Porter Cooley: Descendants of Charles Loyal Huggins,” published in 2002. 

Therese Pipe, former BHS oral history coordinator, remembers, “As colleagues in oral history, we worked togeth-
er for about ten years—especially on the Kenneth Cardwell oral history, which Paul conducted in 2004 and was 
published by the BHS in 2011. Paul carefully planned out his thoughtful interview questions with Ken, who was 
BHS past president and archivist at that time. This took many hours to cover various aspects of Cardwell’s life, 
including his time as an undergraduate at UC Berkeley, his friendship with famed architect Bernard Maybeck, and 
later his academic career at UC Berkeley in the Department of Architecture, as well as his experience designing 
homes. The two collaborated well on the editing, and graphic designer John Aronovici reviewed the Cardwell 
photo collection. I later worked closely with Paul (and John) to complete the process, especially important since 
Kenneth Cardwell passed away prior to publishing. 

“Due to his diligence, Paul was able to recruit two oral historians who took over from me as the BHS oral history 
coordinators in late 2010, Jeanine Castello-Lin and Tonya Staros. Since then, Paul managed to interview his life-
long friend and fellow Norwegian American, architect Henrik Bull, whose oral history was published by BHS in 

Paul and Peggy Grunland

(continued on page 10)



10  Berkeley Historical Society Spring 2018  

2014, and he wrote an introduction for the oral history of another longtime friend, Hank Abraham.”  

Besides the BHS, Paul was active in many organizations, including the Berkeley Architectural Heritage Association, 
Berkeley Path Wanderers Association, El Cerrito Historical Society, Sierra Club and Boy Scouts.

Paul is survived by his wife, Peggy; his son, Tom Greenland of Brooklyn, New York; his daughters, Marta Bergen of 
Bayfield, Colorado, and Betsy Fitzpatrick of Durango, Colorado; and three grandchildren. A celebration of his life is 
being planned for this summer.

Recent Contributions to BHS

$100 memberships:  G. M. Yovino-Young, George Conklin, Robert Fabry and Susan Taylor, Kristi Wessenberg

Contributions in Memory of Shelley Rideout: Samuel Scheuer Linens, Bess Parker & Fred Dal Broi,
Sue Austin, Michael Folie, Pamela Nelson

Contribution in Memory of Paul Grunland: Lynne & Audel Davis 

Archives Report

Recent additions to our library include a biography of Berkeley resident and UC entomologist, Charles W. Wood-
worth, including a chapter on his Berkeley homes; a lovely book of watercolors of sites in West Berkeley, 31 Days in 
West Berkeley, by Barbara Tapp, who will lead one of our walks in that area this spring; a second edition of Kensing-
ton Past and Present, and a second edition of the popular Berkeley Walks. Our archives have been enriched by finally 
preparing and cataloging the Eloise Keeler papers; a collection of materials on a proposed Berkeley airport in the late 
1940s and early 1950s;  a scrapbook of documents from Pacific Cooperative Services, 1936-1938; and a compilation 
by Carolyn Marks herself on the Berkeley Peace Wall. Our photograph collection has received several group photo-
graphs of early Lincoln School students, photos of the track and swimming teams at Berkeley High in 1899 and 1900, 
and a postcard of Alta Bates Sanitarium, 2460 Webster Street, from about 1915. Our Soundtrack to the 60s exhibit 
inspired the donation of a tambourine once owned by Malvina Reynolds. Our new volunteer, Leigh Pruneau, helped 
with the Eloise Keeler collection, assisted in a reorganization of our framed items, and has begun accessioning new 
acquisitions, the first step in recording additions to our collections.
             – Bill Roberts

  SATURDAY DOCENT NEEDED 

The History Center is in need of a new docent on the first Saturday of each month from 1 to 4 pm. Interact with 
visitors and learn more about Berkeley’s history. Training will be provided, and another, experienced docent will 
work with you. Contact John Aronovici, manager@berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org, or leave a phone message at 
510-848-0181.

Grunland - continued from page 9



            I am interested in volunteering at the Berkeley Historical Society.  Please have someone contact me.     

BHS membership dues and financial donations are tax deductible as charitable contributions to the extent allowed by law.

 Payment information:   Total amount $________          Cash                     Check (payable to BHS)                       Credit card 

I agree to the one time only charge of  $ ________  to my credit card payable to the Berkeley Historical Society for membership dues and/or 
other donations. A receipt will be emailed. Credit card information will be destroyed once payment is validated. 
More information on the BHS credit card authorization policy and privacy policy is at www.berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org. 

Signature ________________________________________  Date ________________

 Expiration      Security       Cardholder
     date             code            zipcode

    Mastercard
      Visa
      Discover
      Amex

Name(s) _____________________________________  Mailing address ____________________________________
City _______________  State ___ Zip _______ Phone ________________ Email _____________________________

(We use your email to notify you of special events, confirm event reservations, or send receipt for credit card charge)

 Individual  $25      Family  $30      Contributor  $50        Sponsor  $100
 Life Member  $500     Student/Low Income  $15    Business   $100

You can also give a gift of a BHS membership or donate to our general or endowment fund(s):
Donate to General Operating Fund  $_____         Donate to Louis Stein Endowment Fund  $______ 

           Gift membershlp (enclose name, address, etc. on separate paper)

                                                         NEW         RENEWAL

                 Name on card                                                           Card number                                        

Berkeley Historical Society Membership
(You can copy this form or download it from our website if you don’t want to cut up your newsletter.)

MAIL PAYMENT TO: Berkeley Historical Society, P.O. Box 1190, Berkeley, CA 94701

If you received this newsletter by mail, please check your mail-
ing label. If the date is circled in yellow, your membership 
has lapsed, and we hope to hear from your soon. If you are 
not yet a member or your membership has lapsed, please con-
sider joining the Beerkeley Historical Society! Membership 
dues are the primary support for our many activities. Members 
receive the quarterly newsletter and discounts on our walking 
tours. We are always looking for new members, so we invite 
you to share your newsletter with friends who might be inter-
ested in Berkeley history.

                          02/24/18
   Joe R. Smith
     1933 Jones Avenue
               Berkeley,. CA  94707  

               Joe Smith
      1933 Jones Street
      Berkeley, CA 94707

Time to Join or Renew?
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Berkeley Historical Society Calendar

Saturday, April 7, 10 am: West Berkeley Artisans & Industries walking tour led by Jana Olson*
A walking tour showing examples of artisans and industries operating in Southwest Berkeley between Dwight Way 
and Ashby Avenue.

Sunday, April 8, 2 pm: Opening of Allen Stross: Berkeley’s Master of Photography exhibit, with annual election 
meeting and talk on “Pioneer Berkeley Photographers from O.V. Lange to Dorothea Lange” by Ann Harlow.

Saturday, April 14: The Berkeley Drinks District walking tour led by Robert Johnson* 
Numerous breweries, wineries and gallerias have sprung up in a historic industrial area near Gilman Street in West 
Berkeley. We will explore some of these new enterprises as well as hear about the historic industries, some of which 
are still going. Modern construction and a new farm give further vitality to the area.

Saturday–Sunday, April 28–29: Visit our booth (shared with Berkeley Architectural Heritage Association) and 
meet Berkeley history authors at the Bay Area Book Festival. Authors will sign copies of their books purchased at 
the booth.

Saturday, May 5: Thirty-One Houses and Their History walking tour led by Barbara Tapp* 
See the Ocean View area through an artist’s eye. Visit locations recently painted by the guide and observe the 
history, architecture and changes that have taken place over the years.
RESCHEDULED TO JUNE 9.

Saturday, May 5: Last day of Allen Stross exhibit. The History Center will then be closed for reinstallation until 
May 20.

Saturday, May 19: Berkeley Square walking tour led by Charles Wilson and John Aronovici*
Secrets of the attempted move of the state capital, The Circle, The Tunnel and Marin Avenue. Walking on paved 
streets, some hills.

Sunday, May 20: Opening of Collection Gems: Forty Years of Documenting Berkeley History exhibit and 
Berkeley History Timeline, including talk by Betty Reid Soskin and anniversary celebration. Betty Reid Soskin, 
known at age 96 as the oldest career national park ranger, will speak about her many years of activism in Berkeley 
and the East Bay, and will sign copies of her book, Sign My Name to Freedom.

Saturday, June 2: The Arrival of the University walking tour led by Steven Finacom*
A hundred fifty years ago, the State of California chartered the University of California. In 1873 the University 
formally moved to the Berkeley campus, which had been conceived in the 1860s by the private College of 
California. Although almost no structures remain from that early era in east Berkeley, there are many other physical 
remnants and reminders of the origins and early years of the campus. Our guide worked for three decades in the 
University planning offices, and is a past president of BHS. Walk is mainly on paved paths and sidewalks, some of 
them steep.

Saturday, June 9: Thirty-One Houses and Their History Walking Tour (see above)

* If you wish to go on any of these two-hour walking tours (BHS members $8, non-members $10), check 
the website (berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org/walks.html) to see if it is full yet. If not, you can email info@
berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org or call the Center, 510-848-0181, preferably during open hours.

x


