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    Berkeley History 
Timeline Unveiled

On Sunday, May 20, we celebrated the opening of our 
40th anniversary exhibit, Collection Gems: Forty Years of 
Documenting Berkeley History. We were also pleased to 
debut our new permanent exhibit, the ten-panel Timeline 
of Berkeley History. Linda Rosen, shown here, had spent 
months summarizing the high points of a more detailed 
timeline she plans to publish in book form. Cyrus Khojasteh 
created the design, and several other volunteers helped with 
fact-checking, editing, and finding some of the illustrations.

Don’t forget to come see the Collection Gems exhibit 
by October 13, and bring friends or relatives who would 
enjoy this overview of Berkeley’s unique history, including 
many “Berkeley firsts.” Collection Gems is divided into 
five themes: schools, businesses, politics and government, 
performing arts, and family life, plus highlights from the 
Berkeley Historical Society’s own history.

  A Visit from Betty Reid Soskin 

Our guest speaker for the May 20th event was Betty Reid 
Soskin, the 96-year-old National Park Ranger and author 
of the memoir Sign My Name to Freedom. She said that in 
thinking back over her Berkeley connections, she realized it 
was she who mostly ran Reid’s Records in South Berkeley 
from the beginning, while her husband Mel Reid was out on 
the road a great deal. 

She shared many other reflections on the roles of women 
and African Americans over the course of her long lifetime, 
and received an enthusiastic ovation from a large crowd. She 
appears in the photo above signing copies of her book at the 
BHS event, with History Center manager John Aronovici 
handling the sales. 

We are making plans for a fall event featuring a conversa-
tion between Betty Reid Soskin and Carole Davis Kennerly, 
former vice mayor of Berkeley, moderated by Tina Jones 
Williams, author of the Julia Street series of novels set in 
South Berkeley. We are also hoping to develop a future 
exhibit about the Reid family and other African Americans in 
Berkeley.
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Dear members and friends,

We are so pleased to finally have a permanent exhibit outlining all 
of Berkeley’s history, even though it means a little less space for our 
temporary exhibits. First-time visitors often have a general curiosity 
about local history, and now they can get the overview. Thank you 
to Linda Rosen, Cyrus Khojasteh, John Aronovici, Jeanine Castello-
Lin, Steve Finacom, Tim Lundgren, Stephanie Manning, Bill Roberts, 
Steve Rosen, Tonya Staros, and Daniella Thompson for all their help 
with the Timeline!

You may recognize some of these names as also being involved in 
BAHA, the Berkeley Architectural Heritage Association. People 
sometimes get the two organizations mixed up. We explain that BAHA 
deals more with buildings and we deal more with people, but there is 
frequent overlap, and we have a great collaborative relationship. You 
should support both! Our History Center is in the Veterans Building; 
their office is in the McCreary-Greer House, 2318 Durant.

BHS and BAHA both have websites with extensive information about 
Berkeley history and Facebook pages with news items, photographs, 
fun facts, and links to other resources. Visit us on Facebook! We’ve 
also started a Facebook group on “Berkeley History,” and recently 
discovered another Facebook group called “Historical Berkeley.” 
So even without leaving your house, you can discover all kinds of 
information about the history of our city. 

Of course, we hope you will leave your house sometimes and come 
visit us at the History Center, where you can see our exhibits, read 
library materials, and pursue specific research questions with the help 
of our docents.

We would like to add to our cadre of docents, the people who staff 
the History Center during its open hours. If you would be available 
even one Friday or Saturday a month—or on call as a substitute—and 
would enjoy spending more time familiarizing yourself with our re-
sources, please let us know!

Looking for a museum studies internship? Would you like to help with 
cataloguing and care of collections? Or serve on one of our committees 
(Archives, Finance, House, Membership, Newsletter, Oral History, 
Program, Publications, Publicity, Walking Tours, and Website)? 

If any of this intrigues you, please email info@berkeleyhistoricalsoci-
ety.org, or leave a phone message at 510-848-0181.

– Ann Harlow, President
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The West Berkeley Shellmound in 1907
By Chris Walker

In the winter of 1907, Nels Christian Nelson took this picture of what was left of the West Berkeley Shellmound. At 
the time he could not have known that this was one of the oldest and most important shellmounds in the Bay Area. 

Courtesy of the Division of Anthropology, American Museum of Natural History.  Photo # 483.

However, it is safe to say that he knew what he was looking at. In 1906, five weeks after the San Francisco Earthquake, Nels 
Nelson conducted an excavation of the Emeryville Shellmound about two miles south of West Berkeley Shellmound. 
Three months later he conducted another excavation at the Ellis Landing Shellmound site in Richmond, less than five 
miles north of the West Berkeley Shellmound. 

It was on the Emeryville mound that Nelson pioneered the technique of stratigraphic excavation, wherein he sys-
tematically dug a series of one-foot-deep, six- by six-foot layers in a vertical sequence to a total depth of 35 feet. The 
excavation revealed 68 artifacts along with over 2000 animal bones and four human burials. He then calculated the 
frequencies of similar artifacts and bones in each layer to analyze the history of the Shellmound people. This method 
has since been adopted as a standard by the archeology community worldwide.1 

When Nelson began his excavation at Ellis Landing, he knew that more than half of that mound had been washed away 
by the tidal action of the bay. Even so, he was able to map the entire perimeter, waiting for low tide to determine the 
entire extent of the mound. He then conducted the excavation of a north/south trench 108 feet long and six feet wide, 
to a depth of 28.5 feet, revealing 78 artifacts and 16 complete human skeletons.  In the papers for both the Emeryville 

                          (continued on page 4)
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and Ellis Landing sites, Nels Nelson presented a surprisingly accurate estimate of the age of these mounds based on 
the total cubic area of the mounds divided by the estimated consumption of shellfish per day of the early inhabitants.

On the day that Nelson took the picture above, he was in the middle of his monumental master’s thesis entitled “Shell-
mounds of the San Francisco Bay Region.”3 Nelson estimated that he walked 3000 miles in the effort to catalog and 
map 425 mounds around the bay.

As part of that effort, Nelson created this map of the West Berkeley Shellmound in which the footprint of the remain-
ing mound at that time can be seen in black.
 

(Shellmound - continued from page 3)

 
Both the photo and map are oriented towards the north, the remaining mound sandwiched between a building on the 
left and a wooden fence on the right. The egg-shaped dotted line indicates the footprint of the massive West Berkeley 
Shellmound before industrialization. 

Nelson found the West Berkeley Shellmound surrounded by industry. The railroad tracks had been built right through 
the middle of the mound! The Pioneer Starch Works was on the West, the West Berkeley Lumber Co. on the North, 
Spenger’s Fishing and Clam stand on the East (where you could get clam chowder, baked beans, and a 10-cent beer), 
and El Dorado Linseed Co. on the south.4

(continued on page 5)

 Courtesy of the Division of Anthropology, American Museum of Natural History, .n457
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(Shellmound - continued from page 4)

Nelson was quoted regarding identifying altered shellmounds, “The size and form of the shell heaps, while often much 
altered by one cause or another, are still in most cases approximately determinable. For instance, if a mound has been 
partly hauled away, abundance of material made economy unnecessary, and the thinner peripheral portion is usually 
left undisturbed.”5

Nelson knew that the shellmounds were in danger of disappearing forever. “It so happens that the majority of the 
larger accumulations lie precisely in the places since found suitable for habitation by the modern invaders, and there-
fore have to give way to the requirements of civilization,—the result is that not a single mound of any size is left in its 
absolutely pristine condition.”6

And though Nelson postulated that the natives of California had lived on the mounds right up to and in some cases 
through Spanish colonization, he couldn’t have known that the Native Americans were still hiding in various places 
around the bay. 

He would have taken delight at the next generation of archeologists. William Wallace and Donald W. Lathrop in 1950, 
working with the UC Berkeley Archeology Department on the very same mound remnant, uncovered a 40- by 25-foot 
ceremonial structure (long house) at a depth of 10 feet, estimated to be 3000 years old.7

He would have been astonished when 47 years later, Lynn Ingram of the UC Berkeley Geology Department carbon 
dated the West Berkeley Shellmound to 5,700 years old, establishing this site as the oldest known civilization on the 
San Francisco Bay.8  

After mapping the San Francisco Bay shellmounds, Nels Nelson became assistant curator for the Anthropology Muse-
um of the University of California and an instructor in anthropology. He also met Ishi. Over the course of thirty-one 
years, he worked for the American Museum of Natural History in New York as Associate Curator of North Amer-
ican Archeology, Associate Curator of Archeology, and Curator of Prehistoric Archeology. His field work spanned 
the globe, starting with the Southwestern United States and including Kentucky, Missouri, Florida, Denmark, Spain, 
Mongolia, and Egypt.

If Nels Nelson were alive today he would consider it poetic justice that the precise reason that the West Berkeley Shell-
mound is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places is because Nels Nelson first developed the process of 
stratigraphy while working on the East Bay mounds.  

Notes

1. Excavation of the Emeryville Shellmound, 1906. Transcribed and prefaced by Jack M Broughton.

2.The Ellis Landing Shellmound by Nels Nelson, University of California Publications in American Archeology and Ethnology, 1910.

3. Shellmounds of the San Francisco Bay Region, by N.C. Nelson, University of California Publications in American Archeology and 
Ethnology, 1909.

4. Sanborn Fire Insurance maps from 1903, courtesy of Berkeley Architectural Heritage Association.

5. Shellmounds of the San Francisco Bay Region, p. 325.

6. Ibid., p. 327.

7.West Berkeley (CA-ALA-307): A Culturally Stratified Shellmound on the East Shore of the San Francisco Bay by William J. Wallace and 
Donald W. Lathrop, November 1975,  p. 44.

8.Differences in Radiocarbon Age between Shell and Charcoal from Holocene Shellmound in Northern California by Lynn Ingram, 
Department of Geography, University of California, Berkeley, January 15, 1997, p. 106.    

Chris Walker is a third-generation Berkeley resident who spent many days playing and hiking along Strawberry Creek as 
a child.
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Oral History Program
Minh Le’s Video Memoir

By Jeanine Castello-Lin and Tonya Staros

At the suggestion of  longtime BHS member Paul Grunland (1924-2018), we recently videotaped Bay Area resident 
Min Le. You can find his video memoir on the BHS website under “Oral History.”

Born in 1937, Minh’s story begins with his war-torn childhood in French Indochine, continues with his career as a 
high-ranking diplomat in the US and Saigon, and ends with his success as a post-1975 refugee in the Bay Area. The 
interview is richly illustrated with photos and accompanied by atmospheric music (interview by Jeanine Castello-Lin; 
videography, photos, music and editing by Tonya Staros). 

Part I describes Minh’s childhood in Cambodia and Vietnam, his education under the French colonial system, and the 
French defeat in 1954.

Part II follows Minh to the Philippines, where he studies English. Joining the diplomatic service, Minh serves in 
Washington D.C., only to be recalled to Saigon in 1968 to fight against the North’s Tet Offensive.

In Part III, Minh returns to Washington as a diplomat during the tumultuous 1969-1973 period; he is called back in 
1973 to serve as a high-ranking diplomat in Saigon. Part III ends with the harrowing fall of Saigon to communist 
forces.

Part IV finds Minh a refugee in San Francisco, where a chance encounter with a former Vietnamese colleague leads 
to a job with the Berkeley School District and marriage; son Winston is born in Berkeley in 1983.

As many Americans re-examine the U.S. role in Vietnam, we are pleased to present a first-hand account which cap-
tures the historical and emotional complexity of Vietnam’s situation, as  southern Vietnamese had to navigate a long 
chain of foreign governments, from the French, to the Japanese, then Americans, and finally the communist forces 
from the North. 

Minh Le (far left) with colleagues in front of Vietnamese 
Embassy, Washington, D.C., circa 1973.

Minh Le in front of his father’s Citroën, Saigon, 1950s. 
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Predating the 19th Amendment to the U. S. Constitution by 
nine years,   on October 10, 1911, the voters of California passed 
Amendment 8 of the  state Constitution, recognizing the right of 
women to vote in state elections. Berkeley resident Dr. Carrie F. 
Young, one of the first platform advocates of women’s suffrage in 
California, received this welcome news during one of her final, lu-
cid intervals as she lay invalided at her home at 1928 Francis-
co Street. Less than a month later, Dr. Young died at her home in 
Berkeley on the morning of November 3, 1911, at the age of 83. 

Carrie D. Filkins was born in Scattlcoke, New York in 1828. 
In 1855, she toured throughout Otsego County, New York giv-
ing Temperance Lectures, and on February 9, 1855, she ap-
peared with Susan B. Anthony at Cooperstown. She mar-
ried William Bush in 1858 and their son, Robert Edwin Bush, 
was born in 1859. In March 1861 Carrie divorced her husband. 

Carrie and William J. Young, who would become her second husband, 
had known each other when they had studied medicine together in 
the 1850s in New York. By the early 1860s, Young was working as 
a photographer and a clerk for the Internal Revenue Service in the 
Idaho Territory. Young saw articles in Horace Greeley’s New York 
Tribune about Carrie D. Filkins, and he wrote to her to come west to 

Carrie F. Young: Temperance Advocate, Suffragist and Physician
                 By Fred Etzel

Carrie Young holding her medical diploma

join him. On March 31, 1866, Carrie and her son left Bellefonte, Ohio, to travel to Leavenworth City. They began a 
three-month overland wagon trip west on Mitt Orr’s Train, Wagon Master W. S. Simpkins.

On July 4, 1866, Carrie and her son arrived in Salt Lake City, where they stayed for six weeks before taking a stage 
to Boise City, Idaho Territory to meet William Young. They married sometime between 1867 and 1868. In the mid-
1870s, Young purchased a ranch in Phoenix, Arizona, to which he relocated. From there he corresponded with his 
wife until his death on November 2, 1876. 

In the late 1860s Carrie F. Young and her son traveled from Boise City, Idaho, to Saratoga, California. Upon her 
arrival in California, Carrie began lecturing and working as the corresponding editor of the California Agriculturist 
Journal, published in San Francisco and printed by the Women’s Cooperative Printing Union. In 1872 Carrie went 
on extensive Temperance Speaking and lecture tours including Washington, Idaho and Utah. Young’s 1892 ten-
city northern California speaking tour was advertised by the 17 ½” x 12” broadside (poster) in the archives of the 
Berkeley Historical Society.

Carrie F. Young began her political career in the early 1880s while a member and lecturer for the Oakland Health 
and Temperance Club. She served as superintendent of Scientific Temperance Instruction for the public schools of 
Alameda County. Around 1894, Young lectured for the People’s Party, a populist agrarian political party founded in 
1891 which merged with the Democratic Party in 1896. One of Young’s legislative assignments was her successful 
effort to make the new University of California a coeducational institution.

(continued on page 8)
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Fred Etzel is a Friday docent at the Berkeley Historical Society, curated the government section of 
the current exhibit, and has become one of our regular contributors of newsletter articles, previously 
writing about the 500 block of Neilson Street, Edward Tolman, and Wallace Johnson.

(Young - continued from page 7)

Carrie Young pursued a degree in eclectic medicine. Eclectic medicine was a branch of American medicine which made 
use of botanical remedies along with other substances and physical therapy practices. Young graduated from the California 
Medical College (Eclectic) in Oakland in April, 1884, among the first women to receive a medical diploma in California.

In the picture of her, Carrie is holding her medical diploma rolled up in her hand.For many years Young practiced in 
Berkeley, but in 1897 she was stricken with paralysis, which eventually caused her death. Her funeral was held on 
Sunday afternoon, November 5, 1911, at the First Presbyterian Church of Berkeley, 2407 Dana Street. 

Sources and Notes: 
Obituary, Dr. Carrie Young, San Francisco Call, Volume 110, Number 157, 4 November 1911. Photograph of Young 
courtesy of the Carrie F. Young and Robert E. Bush Collection, Manuscript Collection No. 191, History & Special 
Collections for the Sciences, UCLA Library Special Collections. The Carrie F. Young papers are held by UCLA in the 
Louise M. Darling Biomedical Library.
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31 Days Plein Air Painting in the Ocean View District of  Berkeley  
By Barbara Tapp

For the entire month of rainy January 2016, as part of a Facebook challenge, I took my French easel and watercolors 
to paint in the streets around Sixth, Virginia, Gilman and the frontage road. What began as capturing winter shadows 
on the wood facades grew into a path of discovery. I began to notice old buildings and bungalows in disrepair and was 
inspired to paint them in case they might be demolished. This tiny seed fed my curiosity.

Because I was there so regularly, patterns of life emerged and the locals began to chat with me. I met Lloyd the Pattern 
Maker at the Pacific Steel Yard and Dave who had two old Chevies parked outside his Queen Anne cottage on Fifth 
Street. 

The Berkeley Forge and the soon-to-be-closed-after-80-years Pacific Steel Yards on First Street and Camelia provided 
a great deal of exciting factory forms, and the graffiti on the factory facades and fences was a running commentary 
that would change over time. This is an area undergoing change, with new multi-storied housing replacing single-
storied bungalows. On Page and Fifth there is a great example of changing roof lines, from a sawtooth factory roof to 
the dark blue steel clad condominiums behind. New horizons are appearing constantly. 

The sand tower at Cemex on Fifth Street features prominently in my paintings as a backdrop. It stands as a sentinel in 
the neighborhood, reminding us of the industrial significance of the area. The buildings and the steel trestle from the 
days of Cal Ink factory at Fourth and Camelia contrast with the modern Trumer Pilsner vats. Industry still dominates 
this district in lower Berkeley. 

The district has been multiuse and evolving ever since the 1850s, when it was known as Ocean View. What was once 
an unfamiliar area became home to me, and I continue to paint there 18 months later. 
I have compiled the series into a book that is available at the Berkeley Historical Society for $25. All proceeds are a 
donation to BHS.

Editor’s note: Barbara Tapp led one of our walking tours in this neighborhood this past spring. People were impressed with her 
knowledge of the area’s history, and we hope she will offer a tour again in the future. Barbara is also known for her drawn and 
painted portraits of individual houses for real estate listings.



10   Berkeley Historical Society Summer 2018

Library Gardens Memorial
By Steven Finacom

Three years ago, on June 16, 2015, Berkeley experienced a terrible tragedy when an apartment balcony at the “Library 
Gardens” complex on Kittredge Street fell, throwing several people into the street below.  

Six young people, all of them ages 20 or 21, were killed. Five were from Dublin, Ireland, spending time in the Bay 
Area working during the summer. The sixth was an American from Rohnert Park, whose parents are Irish; she died 
along with her cousin from Ireland. Several other people were seriously and permanently injured. The collapse was 
the focus of several inquiries and lawsuits, centering on construction methods and wood supports for the balcony that 
had rotted.

This event resulted in, as far as I can tell, the worst loss of life in a single accident in Berkeley since the 19th century. (In 
the 1880s and 1890s there were a number of explosions in gunpowder factories on the Berkeley waterfront where 
several workers were killed; the exact numbers aren’t known, in part because many of the powder workers were 
Chinese and newspapers at the time weren’t much interested in identifying them individually.)

For three years people have maintained a small memorial with pictures, flowers, plants, and memories, along the 
sidewalk by the building. The apartment complex itself has been “rebranded” by the owners, with a new exterior paint 
job, a new name (“K Street Flats”), and no permanent acknowledgement of the tragedy that occurred there.

In the fall of 2015, a few months after the deaths, the President of Ireland came to Berkeley and two strawberry trees 
were planted in Civic Center Park, a few blocks from the apartment building. However, there was no explanatory 
monument with the trees.

Earlier this year, City of Berkeley officials worked with parents of those who died, the Irish Consul General in San 
Francisco, and the Berkeley Historical Plaque Project to create a permanent plaque in Civic Center Park that would 
identify the trees and tell people about what happened.

That plaque (text shown here) will be dedicated on Saturday, July 21, probably at 10:00 AM in Civic Center Park near 
the corner of Allston Way and Martin Luther King, Jr. Way. The Irish Ambassador to the United States and some of 
the family members of those who died are expected to attend. All are welcome.
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Program Committee

We have a fantastic exhibit, Collection Gems:  Forty Years of Documenting Berkeley History, for you to enjoy into 
October 2018. Please plan to see it soon! The Program Committee and Exhibit Curators are busy working on the 
exhibits that have been identified through April 2020.  Our next exhibit is entitled Building Bridges, Not Walls:  
Berkeley, America’s First Sanctuary City. Curators Harvey Smith and Phyllis Gale are interested in your involvement 
with Berkeley’s various Immigration and/or Sanctuary movements, along with any posters or personal pictures of 
these activities. Please contact Phyllis Gale at programs@berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org or 510-508-4389.   We are 
looking forward to including you in our exhibit.

Wanted!  BHS Program & Events Volunteers!

The Berkeley Historical Society (BHS) often needs help with one-time-only events such as lectures, exhibit openings 
and festival booths. These occasions may require volunteers to help with greeting patrons, setting up and serving 
food, and selling books and postcards.

Time Commitment:

This usually is a one-time commitment of about two to four hours. It is the most flexible way to volunteer at the 
Society. When an event is approaching, you’ll receive a message from a BHS member through your preferred method 
of contact. You can decide whether or not to volunteer at that time.

Qualifications:

Program & Events Volunteers have a positive, can-do attitude and are willing to do moderate physical activity as 
needed. Outgoing people would be best as greeters and at festivals like the Solano Stroll, Bay Area Book Fest and 
Juneteenth.

The Berkeley Historical Society is currently seeking volunteers 18 years and older to help with the tasks above. 
Training is provided for all volunteers.

– Phyllis Gale 

Archives Report

Berkeley Historical Society has received a number of election posters from Loni Hancock and Tom Bates, a wonderful 
set of pictures of the Lundgren family on Curtis Street in the years 1910–1915 from Tim Lundgren, and several boxes 
of materials on the development (and demise) of the Women’s Studies Program of the Berkeley public schools from 
its founder Susan Groves. This was the first district-wide, pre-K–12 women’s studies program in the nation’s public 
schools, started in 1972. 

As a result of our Soundtrack to the 60s exhibit, we received a small tambourine that belonged to Malvina Reynolds.
                         

– Bill Roberts



            I am interested in volunteering at the Berkeley Historical Society.  Please have someone contact me.     

BHS membership dues and financial donations are tax deductible as charitable contributions to the extent allowed by law.

 Payment information:   Total amount $________          Cash                     Check (payable to BHS)                       Credit card 

I agree to the one time only charge of  $ ________  to my credit card payable to the Berkeley Historical Society for membership dues and/or 
other donations. A receipt will be emailed. Credit card information will be destroyed once payment is validated. 
More information on the BHS credit card authorization policy and privacy policy is at www.berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org. 

Signature ________________________________________  Date ________________

 Expiration      Security       Cardholder
     date             code            zipcode

    Mastercard
      Visa
      Discover
      Amex

Name(s) _____________________________________  Mailing address ____________________________________
City _______________  State ___ Zip _______ Phone ________________ Email _____________________________

(We use your email to notify you of special events, confirm event reservations, or send receipt for credit card charge)

 Individual  $25      Family  $30      Contributor  $50        Sponsor  $100
 Life Member  $500     Student/Low Income  $15    Business   $100

You can also give a gift of a BHS membership or donate to our general or endowment fund(s):
Donate to General Operating Fund  $_____         Donate to Louis Stein Endowment Fund  $______ 

           Gift membershlp (enclose name, address, etc. on separate paper)

                                                         NEW         RENEWAL

                 Name on card                                                           Card number                                        

Berkeley Historical Society Membership
Membership in the Berkeley Historical Society (BHS) helps maintain the quality of all our activities, including 

archives, exhibits, programs, events, walks, newsletter and operations.

MAIL PAYMENT TO: Berkeley Historical Society, P.O. Box 1190. Berkeley, CA 94701

If you received this newsletter by mail, please check your 
mailing label. If the date is circled in yellow, your member-
ship has lapsed, and we hope to hear from your soon. If you 
are not yet a member or your membership has lapsed, please 
consider joining the Berkeley Historical Society! Membership 
dues are the primary support for our many activities. Members 
receive the quarterly newsletter and discounts on our walking 
tours. We are always looking for new members, so we invite 
you to share your newsletter with friends who might be inter-
ested in Berkeley history.

Time to Join or Renew?

                          02/24/18
   Joe R. Smith
     1933 Jones Avenue
               Berkeley,. CA  94707  

Joe R. Smith
1933 Jones Street
Berkeley, CA 94707


