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Greetings,

Your Historical Society is not stuck in the past—it is very much in the 
business of providing context for things that are happening today.

As our “Building Bridges, Not Walls” exhibit draws to a close, we are 
pleased to host representatives of the East Bay Sanctuary Covenant on 
March 23rd for a presentation on the influence of Berkeley’s churches and 
city government on the sanctuary movement over more than forty years. 
Many other cities followed in Berkeley’s footsteps in offering sanctuary 
to Central American refugees in the 1980s and again in the recent past. 
Our exhibit also explored some important Bay Area contributions of 
immigrants and of the 1930s New Deal, just as we are hearing the phrase 
“Green New Deal” a lot and immigrants are in the news.

Our People’s Park anniversary exhibit will be timely as the University 
once again looks at competing visions for the future of the space. We’ve 
timed the exhibit to coincide with the 50th anniversary of the creation of 
the park. 

I learned as this newsletter was about to go to press that another grassroots 
community effort in 1969 created Ohlone Park. A portion of the park was 
known as “People’s Park Annex” following the demolition of People’s 
Park. Friends of Ohlone Park (FOOP) is planning a 50th Anniversary 
festival in the park for Saturday, June 1st.

We will be participating in the City’s “Civic Center Vision and 
Implementation Plan” beginning this summer or fall. “The goal of this 
project is to conduct an inclusive and transparent community process, 
engage meaningfully with all stakeholders, and provide a shared vision 
and implementable plan for the Civic Center area. The project will result 
in a plan for infrastructure and amenities that support current and future 
community needs while respecting and celebrating the area’s rich past and 
historically significant structures.” The City is seeking to hire a planning 
consultant (individual or group) to work with City staff “to build civic 
trust, establish shared and realistic expectations of the programmatic 
capacities of the two buildings [Old City Hall and Veterans Building] and 
park, and deliver preliminary design concepts for the space for review 
by City Council.” Applications for that position are due April 16th. 
We will keep you posted as opportunities to tour the buildings, attend 
presentations, and participate in discussions arise.

On another note, we are very appreciative to have arranged for pro bono 
counsel from Nixon Peabody LLP. Attorney Rebecca Menke and her 
colleagues have already helped us greatly with a review and revision 
of our bylaws, and she will soon be educating us about her specialty, 
intellectual property and copyright law. Thank you to George and Ross 
Petty for initiating this relationship!

– Ann Harlow, president@berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org

BERKELEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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Berkeley’s “Sixties” era arguably climaxed in its most dramatic, contentious, and sometimes violent form during the 
tumultuous events of 1969 surrounding the creation of People’s Park. 

Local political and social ferment began with civil rights demonstrations in the late 50s and continued into the 1960s 
through the Free Speech Movement, Vietnam era protests, and the growth of the counterculture.  

The creation, displacement, and return and continuation until today of the People’s Park movement will be the focus 
of the exhibit, which will open a half century after the Park was created by community activism.

The struggle around People’s Park was inarguably one of the most poignant and high-profile events that took place in 
Berkeley in that era, and things remains in ferment with current University plans to build on the Park. It has a national 
impact and audience.

Ironically, the same reasons the University used to demolish the old houses and apartments on the Park block more 
than half a century ago—that there was a student housing crisis and the property was old and dangerous and needed 
to be cleared—are now recycled as the reasons for “clearing” the Park itself from the landscape.

The exhibit will include many period photographs, some of them not seen before and some just recently discovered. 
There are a lot of very familiar pictures of People’s Park from 1969, so we’re concentrating on using images that are 
less well known. 

The exhibit will also include a section on what was there before the Park, including photographs of many of the 
houses demolished, as well as early UC plans—dating to the late 1940s—for how the property might be redeveloped.

There will be a timeline illustrating the twists and turns of Park history over the past 50 years and some context of 
the Park setting.  Did you know, for instance, that almost every building surrounding People’s Park is now a City of 
Berkeley Landmark?

One aspect of the exhibit is that People’s Park was part of the continuum of activism and conflict in Berkeley in “The 
Sixties” but was also distinct from other events and causes that began in the early 1960s and continued through the 
early 1970s. 

In recent years it has become common for people to conflate events such as People’s Park, the Free Speech Movement, 
and anti-Vietnam War activism and imagine that they all took place at the same time with the same participants and 
motivations. This is not so, and it is important to look at each activist event such as People’s Park in its own context.

Later in the year we hope to have a series of events built around the exhibit including panel discussions about not only 
the past but the potential futures of People’s Park.
 

Cover images:  
Left: Photo by Deanne Fitzmaurice, San Francisco Chronicle, 2008.
Right: 1990s painting of People’s Park by local artist Edward Monroe showing the central lawn at a quiet moment. Courtesy of 
Lisa Stephens. 

Do not reproduce either image without permission.

People’s Park – Fifty Years
April 7 – September 28, 2019 

By Steven Finacom
Exhibit Curator



4 Berkeley Historical Society  Spring 2019

Farewell to Spenger’s Fish Grotto
By John Aronovici

Recently we have seen the passing of several longtime Berkeley restaurants, among them Brennan’s and Spenger’s. The Berke-
ley Historical Society has had a long relationship with Spenger’s, and we have more than 300 restaurant and Spenger family 
photos in our collection. Below are a few illustrations over the years. The early Spenger family were fishermen in the Bay Area. 
Then Frank Sr. opened his fish market. In 1933 the first restaurant on 4th Streeet opened. This was followed by two restaurants, 
both retired ferryboats, pulled up on shore in Benicia and San Rafael. These lasted some ten years. Many of you will remember 
the good fresh fish market in the 4th Street Berkeley restaurant, and the yearly Crabby Chef contests in the parking lot. BHS has 
done two Spenger publications, an oral history of Paul Spenger and a booklet on the early life of Paul Spenger.  BHS is proud to 
have been given the portrait of Frank Spenger which greeted you as you entered the restaurant lobby.

PHOTOS: 1. Johann Spenger, 1873   2. Frank with his twins    3. The Encinal 
(former SF-Oakland ferryboat)  at San Rafael as restaurant    4. The bar, circa 
1960s    5. Frank Sr. showing off his nets    6. The original fish market, 1920s    
7. The highway sign, circa 1920s    8.The fish market in the restaurant, 1970s    
9. Sample of 1947 menu prices. 
All photos courtesy Berkeley Historical Society.
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Berkeley’s First “People’s Park”
The Becky Temko Tot Park 

         By Hal Reynolds

Introduction
Berkeley’s first “People’s Park” was 
created in the spring of 1968 in the 
Historic McGee-Spaulding District, and 
it was created without any police presence 
or any violence.  Nobody got shot, 
nobody got gassed, nobody got clubbed.  
Instead, the community residents who 
created Becky Temko Tot Park identified 
a problem, proposed a solution, and 
petitioned their local government to do 
something about it. 

It is now almost 51 years since the 
property for this tot park was bought 
by the city (in June of 1968), at the 
instigation of community members who 
organized neighbors, circulated a petition 
for signatures, and appeared before the City Council to speak in favor of the City purchasing a property at 2424 
Roosevelt Avenue with a run-down, partially burnt-out cottage and lush landscaping.

The petition, dated March 22, 1968, with the signatures of 120 neighbors, gave three main reasons for the proposed 
purchase: To establish a tot lot with play equipment for the children of the neighborhood; to oppose the construction 
of an apartment house that would add to the overcrowding of the neighborhood; and to preserve the natural beauty of 
the property, which included large trees and a variety of shrubs and flowers.

Looking back from 51 years later, it can be clearly stated that the mission was accomplished for the first two goals.  
The community has a beautiful and useful tot park for their children, and no new apartment houses have been 
built on this block since then.  Unfortunately, the original beauty of the property has not been preserved, but that is 
understandable given that the landscaping for a single-family cottage built in 1912 would not be appropriate for a tot 
park.  

By the time of the City Council meeting on May 21, 1968, the community was out in full force, filling up the Council 
chambers and signing up to give statements.  Neighbors spoke of the needs of the children and of their willingness to 
contribute time, energy, and considerable carpentry skills.

But it was not smooth sailing.  City Manager Hawley opposed the proposal, citing other needs for the funds and a 
larger-scale plan for improving the city’s parks.  Councilmembers John DeBonis and Zack Brown were opposed 
to community parks. Nevertheless, the support of the Parks and Rec Commission, based largely on the report of a 
special Subcommittee on Neighborhood Tot Parks calling for the creation of 27 such small parks, swung the Council 
back to the affirmative side, and the late arrival of Councilmember Ron Dellums prevented a parliamentary maneuver 
by Debonis and Brown to sidetrack the proposal.  The Council approved the proposal by a final vote of 6 to 2, with 
Republican Mayor Wallace Johnson among the aye votes.

Volunteeers working in the park, early 1970s (photographer unknown).

(continued on page 6)
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(Park - continued from page 5)

Community Builds a Park, Phase I, 1968 to 1971/1972

Neighbors reportedly could not wait for the demolition of the old cottage to get started on building the park.  Before the 
demolition finally took place, in October, picnic tables had been built and set up around the property, and community 
meetings were happening several times a week.  After the demolition, work accelerated: a long tire swing was 
hung from a rope in a tall tree, swings in metal frames with rubber tire seats were installed, play structures made of 
telephone pole pieces and rubber tires were constructed, a community bulletin board was erected at the entrance to 
the park, a merry-go-round made of car tires on a metal frame was installed, and a large piece of concrete culvert 
was painted and converted into a combination railroad and tunnel with wooden steps on both ends.  It had become a 
community park in the full sense of the word, created by community (with help from the City), built by community, 
managed by community, and used by community – not just for children’s play but for community events of all kinds. 
Michele Perrella and his wife Virginia, Mardy and Barton Stone, Jim and Pat Namura, Mary Lou Goerson and her 
family, and Eleanor Letchaw were among the leading figures of this and the previous phase.  

Community Builds a Park, Phase II, Early 1970s to Mid-1980s

Towards the end of 1971, the building of the park took on larger collaboration. Celebrated local architects and 
professors at UC Berkeley Sim Van der Ryn and Sandy Hirshen got involved in designing a new play structure 
(probably through the close friendship of Sandy and Vivian Hirshen with minipark activist Becky Temko and her 
husband Allan Temko), and they turned to their students at Cal to come up with a design.  A talented local “hippie 
carpenter,” John King, was hired to supervise the construction of the new structure, and neighborhood residents 
were recruited to do the actual construction.  The structure was a large, three-tiered design with extended platforms 
at three different heights.  PG&E provided free telephone poles and drilled the holes for them.  The City provided 
some of the building materials.  Most of the already existing play equipment stayed, but the swings along the western 
fence had to be moved to make room for the new structure. What had been an almost exclusively community-built 
and -run park became a collaboration between the community, the City, the University, and PG&E.  The park in this 
form was awarded the 1975 Park Facilitation Citation by the California Parks and Recreation Society, District III, for 
neighborhood participation in design concepts and volunteer labor.  
And this is the way the park remained for about 15 years. 

Mid-Eighties

The City assumed full supervision of the park, including design, construction and maintenance, citing playground 
equipment safety concerns and some vandalism.  All previous equipment was removed (including the tire swing and 
three-tiered structure) and replaced with up-to-date and up-to-code standard playground equipment.  

1997 to Present – The Park Is Renamed

On January 28, 1997, the City Council adopted a resolution “to rename Roosevelt Mini-Park dedicated to the memory 
of Ms. Becky Temko and authorizing the design and placement of a plaque at the Park detailing the Park’s history and 
recognizing the people who contributed to its development.”
Looking back again, this time twenty years, we see that the first part of the resolution was put into effect – there is a 
solid wooden structure with the hand-carved name of the park – Becky Temko Tot Park – combined with a community 
bulletin board.  But the second part of the resolution was never carried out – a plaque detailing the park’s history and 
recognizing the people who contributed to its development.  With our research, the McGee-Spaulding-Hardy Historic 
Interest Group hopes to contribute to a belated fulfillment of that City Council resolution.  
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Marion Johnson and Leela Craig Create
Chaparral House on Strawberry Creek

By Fred Etzel

In the 1960s, Berkeley resident Marion Johnson was active in civic affairs and volunteer work, including PTA and 
Alta Bates Hospital.  She also served as President of the Berkeley Senior Housing Authority.  Dr. Leela Stevens was a 
prominent Berkeley physician.  Both were members of the Hillside Club.  Through their community involvement and 
leadership, they met and became friends.  Individual life experiences caused each woman to see the need for a new 
approach for providing eldercare for Berkeley’s seniors.  Together, they conceived an innovative model for providing 
this care in a residential, park-like setting where seniors would live as independently as each was able.  Their vision 
reminded Marion of the independence she had experienced while attending summer camp at the first Girl Scout camp 
in the western United States, Camp Chaparral in the Santa Cruz Mountains.

Marion Ruth Vidorini was born circa 1915 and grew up in Gonzales, Carmel, and Monterey, California.  She attended 
Mills College and graduated in 1935.   At Mills, Marion met Olive Johnson, the younger sister of Wallace (Wally) 
J. S. Johnson.  Olive introduced Marion to her brother, and they were married in Monterey on September 9, 1935.  
Following their marriage, the Johnsons lived in Long Beach, San Francisco, Kensington and eventually Berkeley, 
where they settled in 1940-41, first at 1948 Campus Drive (where Wallace Johnson invented the portable aluminum 
scaffold) and then at 2 Wilson Circle.

Lela Margaret Stevens was born in Pasadena on May 5, 1905.  When she was five her family moved to Inglewood, 
where she attended City School.  During the 8th grade, she changed her name from Lela to Leela.  In 1927 her family 
moved to Berkeley, where she graduated from UC Berkeley.  She met Roderick Craig and they married on May 23, 
1931.  Leela graduated from UC San Francisco Medical School in 1932 and they moved to Berkeley, where they 
bought a house at 935 Oxford Street.  Roderick (Rod) Craig was a professor of insect physiology at UC Berkeley and 
Dr. Craig commuted to UCSF, where she started the Thyroid Clinic at which she worked.  From 1939 until sometime 
in the 1970s, Leela practiced medicine in her offices in various locations in Berkeley, including the Bank of America 
Building, 2305 Ashby Avenue, and finally a home office at 2507 Marin Avenue.

The innovative eldercare concept of Marion Johnson and Leela Craig preceded the adoption of relevant state 
regulations.  They introduced a proposal for the realization of their concept to the Berkeley Senior Housing Association.  
Following a 1969 feasibility study financed by the Association, the Chaparral Foundation was formed as a California 
nonprofit corporation to build and operate an Intermediate Care facility.  In 1971, with the financial assistance of 

(continued on page 8)

Left: Wallace and Marion Johnson 
toasting each other at the ground-
breaking.  
   

Right: Marion Johnson stands on 
the far left wearing a hardhat and 
holding a shovel. Standing on 
Marion’s left is Dr. Craig. Wallace 
Johnson is standing behind Dr. 
Craig. The other persons in this 
photograph are unidentified.  
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Marion and Wally Johnson, the Chaparral Foundation purchased a 2.4-acre parcel of land in west Berkeley on the 
north bank of a year-round stream, Strawberry Creek, at 1309 Allston Way.  Ground was broken on February 14, 
1977.  In a photograph of the groundbreaking in Figure 1, Marion Johnson stands on the far left wearing a hardhat 
and holding a shovel.  Standing on Marion’s left is Dr. Craig.  Wallace Johnson is standing behind Dr. Craig.  The 
other persons in this photograph are unidentified.  Figure 2 shows Wallace and Marion Johnson toasting each other at 
the groundbreaking.  On November 1, 1978, Chaparral House welcomed its first twelve residents.  Marion Johnson 
assumed the role of community outreach and fundraiser and Dr. Leela Craig became the first medical director.

In 1996, in response to the need for a higher level of care for its residents, the Board of Directors upgraded Chaparral 
House from intermediate care to skilled nursing.  At present, Chaparral House provides care for forty-nine residents 
in a vital Berkeley neighborhood that includes as neighbors Strawberry Creek Park, Berkeley Youth Alternatives, 
Berkeley Montessori School, artist lofts and studios, and the senior independent living center Strawberry Creek 
Lodge.  Leela Craig died on April 16, 1989 at age 83 and Marion Johnson died on April 11, 1994.

Sources:
Johnson, W. A. Fresh Look at Patriotism, Chapter 7, pp. 52-56, 1976.
E-mails between Fred Etzel and Katrina Staten, Orinda, CA, daughter of Marion Johnson, August 6, 2017.
Materials provided by Steven B. Craig, son of Dr. Leela Craig and Treasurer of Chaparral House, to Fred Etzel in February 2019.
Rev. Dr. Charles S. Cole, ThD, Chaparral House Family Foundation.

(Chaparral House - continued from page 7)

Spring Walking Tours
Saturday, April 6: The Rise, Fall and Rise of West Berkeley. Led by Stephanie Manning and Chris Walker.
The walk will cover the early beginnings of Ocean View/West Berkeley from its natural history, Strawberry Creek, 
and the formation of the Bay 10,000 years ago to the coming of native people 5,700 years ago, their habitation here for 
45 centuries, and the shellmound. Most of the walk will be about  the coming of Euro-Americans, the early industries 
(including Spenger’s Fish Market), alterations of the natural landscape, the necessity for worker housing, and the 
growth of the neighborhood through the decades. 

Saturday, April 13: Hopkins Street and Peralta Park. Led by Robert Johnson
While exploring a residential area and the Hopkins Street commercial area, we will learn about the early Peralta Park 
development and how the streetcar lines shaped the district that is still thriving today as a foodie haven.  We will 
also see the first edible schoolyard, the North Branch Library, Victorian and Craftsman architecture, a mural, and an 
amazing sculpture collection. The walk is a little under 2 miles and is fairly flat.

Saturday, May 4: Strawberry Creek on the UC Campus. Led by Robert Charbonneau
Learn about Strawberry Creek’s history, its hideaways, and the restoration efforts from Bob Charbonneau, the expert 
who made Strawberry Creek and its restoration his master’s thesis.

Saturday, May 11: Tour of Old and New in Downtown Berkeley. Led by John Caner
Start your tour of Downtown Berkeley in our new BART Plaza and hear about the development of the new plaza, as 
well as other development projects in the Downtown, including the new hotel and parking garage. Then explore the 
Arts District including new BAMPFA, Berkeley Rep, and other arts venues; and then other new and historic buildings 
in the Downtown.  Also, hear about old and new shops and restaurants that serve the Downtown community.

Saturday, May 18: The Northbrae Neighborhood. Led by Mike Gray
Join the Friends of the Fountain for a walking tour of the Northbrae neighborhood, home to Berkeley’s beloved 
Fountain at The Circle. Learn about the history of the fountain and its whimsical grizzly bear cubs, Berkeley’s first 
public work of art in 1911, about these landmarks’ role in an ill-fated plan to crown Berkeley the capital of California, 
and about the neighbor-led effort to restore the fountain and walk in the 1990s. The walk will also take note of other 
neighborhood landmarks, both natural and architectural.  

Registration Form on Page 11
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1914 – Berkeley Women Prepare for a School Bond Vote
By Phyllis M. Housel Gale

Second in a series of  articles celebrating the centennial of  women’s suffrage

About 104 years ago, shortly after California women received the right to vote, the civic-minded women of Berkeley 
were out hustling for passage for School Bonds and asking the State to move election day to Saturday for better voter 
turnout.  

It was 1914 and the voters of Berkeley were preparing to vote on a School Bond. With Berkeley having grown by 
leaps and bounds between 1900 and 1920 (from a Census population of 13,214 to 56,039 – a total of 42,825 new 
residents), there was a strong need for new schools. Berkeley had developed in part into a commuter suburb of San 
Francisco with all the problems of an expanding population. In 1914, the School Board was having a difficult time 
keeping up with new students.

The School Board and their supporters put together two ballot measures. One measure was for the expansion of 
Berkeley High School: $240,000.  The other covered funding for five new schools and substantial expansion of the 
current grammar schools (including today’s middle schools) at a cost of $1,000,000.  State law at the time dictated 
that polls opened at 8 a.m. for Bond elections, thus missing the commuter voting traffc from 6 a.m. to 8 a.m. provided 
for other elections.  The School Board along with civically active women (who just received the vote in 1911) were 
concerned that the vote would not be successful and lobbied either for extended hours or having the election moved 
to a Saturday.  They felt these changes would increase voter turnout.

In addition, Mrs. W.H. Marston (Playground Commission and PTA/Mothers Federation), Elvina S. Beals (political 
and civic activist) and Mrs. Gertrude Moody (Berkeley School Board member) were the most active in organizing 
get-out-the-vote efforts for the School Bond ballot measures.  They organized 100 automobiles – still a novelty in 
Berkeley – with drivers to pick up voters to take them to their polling places starting at 8 a.m.  Two days before the 
election, it was arranged for speakers to be at various central locations to speak on the importance of the passage of 
the School Bond.  They spoke at San Pablo and University, Shattuck and University, Dwight and Shattuck, Adeline 
and Ashby, Bancroft and Telegraph, and various theatres.  

Despite all the effort put into the passage of the School Bonds, they failed:  Grammar schools by 358 votes and the 
high school measure by 472.  They might have passed had the necessary margin been less than two-thirds or the 
polling hours more convenient for working people.

This article is based on reporting in the Oakland Tribune of February 28 and March 1, 1914. Interestingly, it reflects 
the same recommendations to move elections to the weekend or make election day a holiday as are being proposed 
right now.  Also, activists wanted to find a better way to fund schools and other municipal needs than the two-thirds 
majority vote.  This could have been written now with all the same issues today. The real estate offices don’t close for 
the day today; no one provides 100 cars for getting out the vote; and who knows if we could have simultaneous voter 
education meetings on the street corners of Berkeley two days before the election. However, the issues are essentially 
the same.

NEEDED:  Docents for our Museum
One Saturday per Month, 1–4 pm

We are in need of replacing one or two retiring docents.Training provided.
Enjoy sharing your interest in Berkeley history with others. Phone the 

History Center at 848-0181 or e-mail info@berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org.
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Art Professor Brings Her Class
Professor Jill Miller of the UC Department of Art called a few weeks ago and asked if she could bring a class to Berkeley 
Historical Society to look for things that no longer existed. Of course I agreed—won’t it be wonderful to get some UC 
students here to encourage an interest in Berkeley history. Then I began to wonder what kind of things that no longer 
exist? Jill, whose main interest is public art, agreed to meet a week in advance to explain further what her assignment 
was: to find things in public spaces in order to have her students explore documenting, recreating or reimagining 
those public spaces. Her students were very enthusiastic, especially enjoying looking at historic photographs of 
different parts of Berkeley and photographs of streetcars and other long-gone modes of transportation. They were also 
interested in photos and documentary files of the protest movements of the 1960s. They also perused our time line 
of Berkeley history and our current exhibit with interest. Out of about 12 students, two have returned to dig deeper 
into topics they had chosen. It was great to have an enthusiastic audience and to provide assistance in helping them 
explore our resources. As a side benefit, Jill Miller immediately became a member and vowed to encourage growth 
of our collections whenever she could and encourage people to draw on our resources.

– Bill Roberts

Visitors from Jena, Germany
Jena, Germany is one of Berkeley’s sister cities, and a group from there visited in early February. I was asked by the 
city to give them a tour and met them on a drizzly late afternoon on the steps of the Veterans Building. 

We walked across Civic Center Park to view the bas reliefs at Berkeley High and then the plaque dedicated to the 
Irish balcony collapse victims. We viewed the artwork at the post office, and I explained the effort to privatize public 
assets and the struggle to retain our beloved architectural gem. The library gave me the opportunity to describe the 
opening of the new wing when thousands of book-loving Berkeley citizens attended. On Shattuck Avenue I explained 
BART and the previous Key System, apologetically describing BART as not exactly up to European standards but 
we are really trying. I pointed out the repurposed UC Press, a New Deal building, which is now the Berkeley Art 
Museum/Pacific Film Archive. This was an opportunity to point out the showering of private development money 
on Berkeley and some of the planning battles that have resulted. This is, of course, a vivid contrast to massive public 
development that took place during the New Deal. Next was a stroll through the arts district past Berkeley Rep and 
Freight and Salvage. Back at the History Center they had a brief opportunity to view “Building Bridges, Not Walls,” 
and I explained the themes of immigrants, diversity, internationalism and sanctuary. A bit of Q & A completed the 
tour.

This was an interesting group including a university chancellor, arts and public administrators and others. I wanted to 
know more about them, but given the short time allowed for the tour that was not possible. Before and after the tour 
I made the effort to learn more about Jena. Like Berkeley, it is a university town of roughly the same size. It was the 
home of Friedrich Schiller (the university is named after him) and the philosopher Hegel and is a world center of the 
optical industry, being home to optical companies like Zeiss. Jena has a Bauhaus theater building designed by Walter 
Gropius; Berkeley’s modernist architect Garrett Eckbo studied with Gropius. Probably of very great interest to most 
Berkeley residents, the caffeine alkaloid was discovered in Jena in 1819. Think of that with your next cup of coffee.

– Harvey Smith

Recent Special Visits to the History Center

The History Center will be open during the Bay Area Book Festival, 
Saturday and Sunday, May 4 and 5. We need volunteers to help both days!



     I am interested in volunteering with the Berkeley Historical Society.  Please have someone contact me.  Type(s) of work I could 
help with: 

______________________________________________________________________________   

 Payment information:   Total amount $________          Cash                     Check (payable to BHS)                       Credit card 

I agree to the one time only charge of  $ ________  to my credit card payable to the Berkeley Historical Society for membership dues and/or 
other donations. A receipt will be emailed. Credit card information will be destroyed once payment is validated. 
More information on the BHS credit card authorization policy and privacy policy is at www.berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org. 

Signature ________________________________________  Date ________________

 Expiration      Security       Cardholder
     date             code            zipcode

    Mastercard
      Visa
      Discover
      Amex

Name(s) _____________________________________  Mailing address ___________________________________________
City _______________  State ___ Zip _______ Phone ________________ Email ____________________________________

(We use your email to notify you of special events, confirm event reservations, or send receipt for credit card charge)

                     Individual  $25    Family  $30   Student/Low Income  $15   
                                 Contributor  $50    Sponsor/Business  $100           Life Member  $500        

     I would like to give a Gift of Membership to __________________________________ (Please include separate form or 
piece of paper with recipient name(s), address, phone number, and email.) 

     I would like to support the BHS through a gift: 
To the General Operating Fund  $______         To the Louis Stein Endowment Fund  $______ 

                 Name on card                                                           Card number                                        

Membership/Walking Tours/Volunteering
Membership in the Berkeley Historical Society (BHS) helps maintain the quality of all our activities, 

including archives, exhibits, programs, events, walks, newsletter and operations. 

All dues and donations are tax deductible as provided by law. BHS is a 501(c)3 nonprofit, federal tax ID # 94-2619129.

MAIL PAYMENT TO: Berkeley Historical Society, P.O. Box 1190, Berkeley, CA 94701

  I would like to support BHS through Membership:      NEW      RENEWAL
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      I am paying  $  ________ for _____ Walking Tour(s) circled below and/or   $  _________ for BHS Membership
                

 Individual Tickets:  Members $8   Non-Members $10   BHS Member Season Tickets  $35
Special Offer: $50 Season Ticket & BHS membership (new members only)  

                     West Berkeley                      Hopkins Street                                   Strawberry Creek  
                        
           Downtown                                                  Northbrae



WPA  era National Park Poster, circa 1938 
(Ranger Doug” talk, March 3).

Frank Spenger waves goodbye? This portrait was recently 
donated to BHS. See article on page 4.

John Aronovici displays WPA art by his mother, Elizabeth 
Ginno Winkler, March 3.

Becky Temko Tot Park (from City of Berkeley web-
site). See article on page 5.


