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From Town Hall to City Hall to  . . . What’s Next?
By Ann Harlow

When Berkeley first incorporated in 1878, combining the Ocean View neighborhood by the Bay, the residential 
districts around the University, and the farmlands in between, it called itself a Town, not a City, and it required 
a Town Hall for meetings of its Board of Trustees. For the first year or so they met in a room provided by 
Francis K. Shattuck on Shattuck Avenue near University. Over the next five years, the “town hall” shuttled 
back and forth, approximately annually, between rented locations in West and East Berkeley. Finally, in 
1884, a wooden Town Hall, designed by brother architects Samuel and 
J.C. Newsom, was built midway between the two rival parts of town at 
Sacramento and University. This was a compromise that didn’t make 
anyone happy, being rather inconvenient for all. Even though a horse-
drawn streetcar line reached it in 1891, there was growing sentiment for 
moving eastward. Its location was described in the Berkeley Gazette 
in 1899 as “just inside the limits of nowhere . . . . It is conspicuously a 

(continued on page 3)
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Greetings,

So much was happening fifty years ago, in 1969! Richard Nixon’s 
inauguration. The Santa Barbara oil spill. The Stonewall riots. The moon 
landing. Escalating anti-Vietnam War protests. Zodiac and Manson 
murders, Chappaquiddick, Woodstock, Sesame Street, SALT I, the draft 
lottery, Altamont. Theodore Roszak published The Making of a Counter 
Culture that year, and Berkeley became known as one of the centers of 
what soon became one word, “counterculture.”

A visit to our current exhibit, People’s Park—Fifty Years, will take you 
back to that memorable year. It also provides an opportunity to see what 
the People’s Park block looked like before the buildings were demolished. 

Another commemoration of 1969 took place June 1 at Ohlone Park, 
known fifty years ago as “People’s Park Annex,” with several of us from 
BHS participating in the History Pavilion area.

On June 2, we hosted a panel presentation about experimental schools 
in Berkeley, which also blossomed in and around 1969 with the help of 
a federal grant. We appreciate Linda Rosen’s efforts in organizing and 
promoting this complex program, and the participation of all the speakers. 
It was videotaped by Linda’s husband, Steve Rosen, and we hope to have 
the video posted on our YouTube channel soon.

On July 14, we will have our annual potluck picnic in Live Oak Park. All 
members are invited, especially past, present and prospective volunteers. 
Join us at noon in Picnic Area 2 by the Berkeley Art Center.

On July 27 we’ll have a Julia Morgan-related event—see page 10.

Kamala Harris’ presidential campaign and her mention in the recent 
candidates’ debate of Berkeley’s two-way busing for school integration 
have led to several inquiries to us from national media. The Berkeley 
Unified School District was also asked lots of questions and confirmed 
that she started at Thousand Oaks School in the fall of 1969 (that year 
again!), the second year of the elementary school desegregation program. 
She lived on Bancroft Way near Browning Street at the time. For more 
details of her Berkeley childhood, see Natalie Orenstein’s article, “Did 
Kamala Harris’ Berkeley childhood shape the presidential hopeful?” on 
the Berkeleyside website (1/24/19). Steven Finacom, a fount of Berkeley 
history, contributed some information to the article.

Our board had a workshop in June on the ever-changing field of intellectual 
property law with Rebecca Menke of Nixon Peabody LLP. We very much 
appreciate her ongoing pro bono assistance. Practices in museums and 
libraries are evolving, and we want to be attentive to the rights, needs 
and desires of authors, photographers, researchers and the general public.

– Ann Harlow, president@berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org

BERKELEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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standing monument to the memory of local contention and political concession.” The trustees voted four to two to 
move it to Grove Street (now Martin Luther King  Jr. Way) near Center on September 26, 1899. By early October the 
building was on its way in a laborious horse-driven process that took more than three weeks. (See photo on page 12.)
Just five years later, on October 21, 1904, the building burned down. Fortunately, most important records were saved. 
The San Francisco Chronicle referred to the twenty-year-old building as an “ancient structure” and “old landmark.” 
So perhaps it was good riddance. 
The town government proceeded to occupy leased quarters on Shattuck at Allston for the next five years. There was 
talk of rebuilding on Southern Pacific land adjacent to the train station on Shattuck, but it was eventually decided to 
build a new, much grander city hall in approximately the same location as the old one on Grove. This necessitated 
the purchase of a parcel of land, which was aided by former mayor Captain William Marston. After an architectural 
competition, the design contract was awarded to John Bakewell and Arthur Brown, Jr. of San Francisco. The two 
partners had studied with Bernard Maybeck at UC and at the École des Beaux Arts in Paris. This was one of their 
earliest commissions; Brown went on to design San Francisco’s City Hall, War Memorial Opera House, and Veterans 
Building. The Berkeley design was inspired in part by the Hôtel de Ville (city hall) in Tours, France, built a few years 
earlier and designed by Victor Laloux, a professor at the École des Beaux Arts.
At the cornerstone-laying ceremony on June 27, 1908, the main speaker was UC president Benjamin Ide Wheeler, 
who commented: “The building which we propose to erect here represents far more than the capitol at Washington, 
the essential foundations of free government. It is through their local governments that the American people must be 
trained to the knowledge of democracy and the exercise of self-government.”
The “thoroughly modern, fireproof” concrete building opened in late August 1909 and served as the seat of Berkeley’s 
government until 1977. Most City offices were located in the building and Council meetings were held upstairs. 
City officials who worked there dealt with every municipal issue from coordinating civil defense during World War 
II to political upheaval in the 1960s. The ground floor initially housed August Vollmer’s famous Berkeley police 
department. In 1977 the city offices moved out and the School District moved in. It was officially renamed the 
Maudelle Shirek Building in 2007.  City Council and commission meetings continued to be held there until 2018, 
when they were moved to the new School District headquarters—back in West Berkeley!
City Hall was designated one of Berkeley’s first City Landmarks in 1975. It is part of Berkeley’s Civic Center Historic 
District and has been listed on the National Register of Historic Places since 1981. 
The tower, or cupola and spire, almost didn’t get built for lack of funds, and the space occupied by a clock in Tours 
never got a clock in Berkeley. The tower was taken down, restored and replaced in 1991. 
The rest of the building urgently needs restoration and seismic retrofitting. For years it has been suffering from 
gradual “demolition by neglect.” A bond issue for renovation in 2002 failed, but economic times have changed and 
the City is once again looking at what might be done to rescue and revitalize the building that not only stands out 
visually as an architectural landmark but is a place where a great deal of history has been made. 
Could it become the future home of the Berkeley Historical Society? Could the Council Chambers once again be 
used by the Council and commissions? Could the History Room of the Berkeley Public Library, now open only by 
appointment, move to this building to facilitate research along with the Historical Society’s library and archives? 
Could Romare Bearden’s mural return to public view, perhaps joined by other artworks? Join the conversation, 
launching in September under the auspices of the City’s Office of Economic Development, about the future of Old 
City Hall, the Veterans Memorial Building, and the Martin Luther King Jr. Civic Center Park.

Sources:
San Francisco Chronicle, Oct. 23 and 26, 1904; Dec. 22, 1905; June 26, 1907; July 4, 1907; Dec. 27, 2012. 
Ferrier, William Warren. Berkeley, California: The Story of the Evolution of a Hamlet into a City of Culture and 
Commerce (Berkeley: Sather Gate Bookstore, 1933), pp. 168-175.
http://berkeleyheritage.com/berkeley_landmarks/city_hall.html

(Town Hall - continued from page 1)
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Baldy of  Nome and Berkeley
By Leonard Schwab

A few years ago, I received a phone call from Alaska. The caller asked if I lived 
at a specific address on Garber Street. He said I might be interested in the history 
of my residence and asked for a photo of my yard to place into his website. (The 
site has subsequently disappeared.) As a result of that call, I came to learn about 
Allan Alexander “Scotty” Allan, Esther Birdsall Darling, the Allan and Darling 
Kennel, Baldy of Nome, and dozens of French World War I war dogs. 

Scotty” Allan 
A City Directory from the mid 1920s confirmed that Allan Allan had occupied 
my house. Before coming to Berkeley, Allan had been a well-known Alaskan 
dog trainer and sled driver, “the most famous musher of his time,”1 “King of the 
Alaskan Dog Mushers.”2 

According to a blog entry by bibliophile Nancy Mattoon:

It is said that Baldy’s exploits during these races inspired Jack London for the main character of Call of the Wild.4

In Nome, Allan formed a partnership with Charles and Esther Birdsall Darling. 

Esther Birdsall Darling 
Esther Birdsall was a member of a prominent Placer County family, went to Mills College, traveled the world. She 
moved to Nome in 1907, after marrying Charles Edward Darling, part owner of a hardware business. Charles also 
had an interest in a dog kennel in which Scotty was employed. Esther, having fallen in love with the dogs, joined 
Scotty in creating a sled dog club and a breeding kennel, the first time that dogs were bred for racing rather than just 
transportation. 

In 1913, she wrote Baldy of Nome: An Immortal of the Trail, relating the story of Baldy and sled dog racing. The book 
was very popular and remained in print for decades. She also wrote a number of other books about Alaska, sled dogs 
and World War I. Hundreds of dogs were sent to France from Alaska during that war. Esther’s For the Honor and 
Glory of France tells their stories. Baldy of Nome is available for free download.5 

In 1910, Allan acquired an unpromising, scraggly mutt named Baldy, buying him for next to nothing 
from a young boy who could no longer afford to care for him. Amazingly, Baldy became lead dog of one 
of the most successful sled teams in Alaska’s history. Baldy would take Scotty Allan across the finish line 
of the All-Alaska Sweepstakes Race in first place three years running, in 1910, 1911, and 1912. In five 
other races, they finished either second or third. The pair became famous across the United States, and 
their exploits were even followed and reported in The New York Times. 

As Allan and Baldy gained fame, Allan partnered with his sponsor, Esther Birdsall Darling, to form the 
Allan and Darling Kennel. The kennel soon became known as one of the best sources for all types of 
working and racing dogs in Alaska. When the United States entered World War I, the government com-
missioned dogs from their kennel to haul supplies over the mountains between France and Germany. 
In Gold, Men, and Dogs, Allan proudly said that he trained over 450 sled dogs for the French military. 
Meanwhile, Esther Birdsall Darling wrote a best-selling children’s book about the kennel’s most famous 
dog, Baldy of Nome. The book was first published in 1913, and demand kept it in print for the next 
forty years. Darling recounted the exploits of Baldy’s descendants, Boris and Navarre, in later volumes 
of what became a popular series of canine tales for kids.3



It was reported in 1917 that Esther Darling had received the French War Cross for the services provided by her 
dogs and that their painted portrait hung in the “Museum of War in France.”6 She returned to her home in Auburn, 
California, where she died in 1965.

In about 1917, Scotty Allan and Baldy moved to Berkeley. From time to time, Scotty returned to Alaska and, in 1919, 
was elected to the Territorial Legislature for a second time. In 1925, he left Alaska for good, ahead of a diphtheria 
epidemic that gave rise to the famed “serum race,” precursor of the Iditarod race. He later became the manager of the 
Scotty Allan Dog Food Department at the Moffat Meat Company in San Francisco. He was married and had three 
children. His autobiography, Gold, Men and Dogs, was published in 1931. 

Berkeley, Cal., April 14. - Baldy of Nome, famed for the races he won in Alaska, his heroic deeds that 
have been put in prose and verse, and for the twenty-eight Malamute sons he gave to France for the 
World War, was buried under the rose-bushes in the garden of “Scotty” Allan, whose life he once 
saved. Baldy was 15 years old. He was two years old when Allan “mushed” him through the first of his 
seven races in the All-Alaska Sweepstakes of 418 miles. With Baldy as the leader, Allan was brought 
in winner six times.2

The March 1923 issue of Boys’ Life, the Boy Scout magazine, included an article about Baldy.7 
Scotty Allan passed away on December 1, 1941. His remains were cremated.2 
Today, there are no rose bushes in my garden on Garber Street. Someday, perhaps, Baldy’s bones may reappear. For 
now, his exact resting place is a mystery. 

In the 1960s, my little house was occupied by a group of Hare Krishnas, who decorated the garage with lotuses and 
Indian motifs for use as a meditation room. That’s a story for another time. 

Notes: 
1. “Scotty Allen – Scotland to Nome,” Feb 17, 2010, https://iditarod.com/zuma/scotty-allen-scotland-to-nome-by-
sanka-w-dog/ 
2. Jensen, Lance, https://siberiandoghistory.com/Allan_Darling_Kennel.html (site no longer available) 
3. Mattoon, Nancy, May 6, 2011, http://www.booktryst.com/2011/05/alaskas-dog-days-on-show-in-historic.html 
4. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scotty_Allan 
5. http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/11758 
6. http://www.placercountyhistoricalsociety.org/index_htm_files/Esther%20Darling.pdf 
7. (Article in Boys’ Life, March 1923) https://books.google.com/books?id=DcwUr7vspdgC&pg=PA17

Other sources: 
https://northernlightmedia.wordpress.com/2014/12/10/baldy/ 
https://northernlightmedia.wordpress.com/tag/scotty-allan/ 
https://primitivedogs.com/origin-and-history-of-huskies/ 
(Scotty Allan, WW I, France) http://www.hettahuskies.com/en/our-farm-dogs/more-about-huskies/history-of-sled-
dogs 
(French Wikipedia) https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allan_Alexander_Allan 
http://www.bayareasiberian.org/
(Esther Birdsall Darling, books) Early Auburn, https://books.google.com/books?id=gvXBCQAAQBAJ&pg=PA50
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mushing 
Many photos of Scotty, Esther and Baldy are available at the Anchorage Museum and Alaska State Archives.
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(Baldy - continued from  page 4)
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Who Is Myrna?
 By Bill Roberts

To Myrna we offer this toast
Of her exploits our City will boast

She got All party hacks
To campaign for a Tax

So United they gave up the ghost.

We received a delightful cartoon showing four individuals taking the “Electoral Leap,” signed S.W. 3/82. On the 
cartoon are signatures of twenty people known to be active in Berkeley politics, including Shirley Dean, Gilda Feller, 
Carol Sibley, and Warren Widener, to name a few. There is also the signature of Stan Washburn, the “S.W.” who drew 
the cartoon. The figures jumping off the cliff wear badges: ABC, BCA, LWV, and BDC, showing their affiliation with 
the All Berkeley Coalition, Berkeley Citizens Action, League of Women Voters and Berkeley Democratic Council.

At first examination no one present could immediately identify what this was about, but a look at our election files 
revealed that in March 1982 Measure A was proposed, an ordinance entitled “Berkeley City Services Act” which 
would impose a city-wide tax to ensure essential public services. The sample ballot in our files contains the usual 
arguments in favor and against the measure. There were three names in the rebuttal to the argument against the 
measure, one of which was Myrna Walton, representing Berkeley United for City Services (BUCS). Myrna must have 
worked hard to bring the divergent groups together to pass this measure!

This bit of Berkeley political history was brought to us by Bob Ng in April of this year. He had found it at a garage sale 
some years ago and bought it because it clearly figured in some part of Berkeley history and also was fun to look at. 
The slim election file for this special election contains only one other item, a  poster saying “Yes on A for Berkeley,” 
prepared by BUCS.
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Discovering the Swingle Collection of  Berkeley History
By Fred Etzel

A reference book in the Library of the Berkeley Historical Society (BHS) at 1931 Center Street is Berkeley: The First 
Seventy-Five Years, 1941.  When I ordered a used copy advertised as once owned by the Benicia Public Library, it 
arrived with an unexpected bonus: a four-page pamphlet published by The Friends of the Berkeley Public Library in 
1978 entitled “Introducing the Swingle Collection of Berkeley History.”  The pamphlet (illustrated on page 9) refers 
to John Swingle and lists eight of the Collection’s items, noting “The collection tantalizes nostalgic Berkeleyans and 
historians” with 300 items documenting the history of Berkeley for the period 1842-1942.

The pamphlet has no image of Swingle and scant biographical information.  Who was John Swingle, how and why 
did he assemble a collection of 300 historical items about Berkeley, and how did they come into the possession of the 
Berkeley Public Library?  Using the Archives and Library of the BHS with assistance from William Roberts, Chief 
Archivist, and consulting James (Jef) Findley, Librarian, Berkeley Public Library, I “discovered” John Swingle and 
the Swingle Collection of Berkeley History. Serendipitously, my research also led to the discovery of his wife and 
business partner, Mary Belle Swingle.

John Swingle was born on November 10, 1920, in Washington, D. C.  In 1943 he graduated with a B.A. degree from 
Yale University.  Swingle served in the U. S. Army from 1942 to 1946 in the Far East and Burma, where he was com-
missioned Second Lieutenant.  Mary Belle Swingle was born on February 13, 1922.   John and Mary Belle arrived 
in Berkeley in 1956 and in 1960 they established a business selling rare books and sheet music.  John was the West 
Coast representative to the Board of Governors of Antiquarian Booksellers Association of America, a member of 
Berkeley Rotary, the Berkeley Breakfast Club, 21 Club, the Chamber of Commerce, and the Trade Club.  Mary Belle 
was active in civic affairs and wrote articles for the Jane Austen Society of North America.  In 1963, while living at 
1472 University Avenue, they opened the Alta California Bookstore at 3280 Fulton Street.  In 1964 they moved their 
bookstore to 2879 Allston Way. 

John and Mary Belle published catalogues and promotional materials related to the rare 
books and sheet music they offered for sale.  For example, in 1959 they published a series 
of twelve Keepsakes of California Sheet Music Covers for the members of the Book 
Club of California. Circa late 1960s they published ALTA CALIFORNIA: CATALOGUE 1, 
containing 46 pages with illustrations and a yellow wrapper, stapled, 8-1/2 x 11, listing 
307 items and lots.  In 1963 they published 
Catalogue 17, “Women in the West in their 
Own Words,” containing 32 pages, staple 
bound. (Shown at left is Catalogue 32, 
recently offered on eBay.)

In November 1967, John Swingle, a moderate 
Democrat, was appointed to the Berkeley 

City Council to replace Councilmember Joseph Bort, who resigned from 
the Council upon his appointment by Governor Reagan to the Alameda 
County Board of Supervisors.  John and Mary Belle moved to 748 The 
Alameda and in 1969 John won election to a four-year term on the Berkeley 
City Council.  The illustration at right shows him sitting at the Council 
dais in front of a photograph of Berkeley.

In April 1970, John Swingle resigned from the City Council.  In 1971, the 
Swingles moved the Alta California Bookstore to a multi-tenant building 
just over the border in Albany at 1407 Solano Avenue.  In a letter dated 
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April 23, 1974, John Swingle offered the Berkeley Public Library his personal collection of materials on the history 
and life of Berkeley for the period 1842 to 1941, “consisting of books, maps, pamphlets, promotional circulars and 
broadsides, photographs, early newspapers, ephemeral items, manuscript material, etc.”  As stated in his offer letter, 
“The Collection was begun in 1957, so that I as a bookseller could understand the viewpoint of the collector; and it 
was never collected with the idea of selling it.  However, recently, it has been impossible to significantly add to the 
Collection, so that the collecting spur is gone.  I now understand better why some collectors part with their collections, 
as I have decided it is time to part with mine.  Naturally, I should like it to go where it will remain a Collection and 
where people may enjoy it in the future.”   On October 29, 1974, the Berkeley Public Library purchased the Swingle 
Collection for his asking price of $1,950.00.  These materials are catalogued in the Main Library at 2090 Kittredge 
Street and are accessible by appointment with the Collection’s curator, James (Jef) Findley.

In 1979, the Swingles changed the name of their bookstore to The Ross Valley Book Co. New, Used, Rare, but their 
store remained at 1407 Solano Avenue.  In 1997 they moved their store to one of the six stores located at 3360 Adeline 
Street at the corner of 63rd Street, Berkeley.  In 2001, The Ross Valley Book Co. did not appear in the Pacific Bell 
Telephone Directory.  

John and Mary Belle left the Bay Area sometime in the early 2000s and moved to Laguna Beach in Southern California.  
Mary Belle Swingle died on April 15, 2008, while living at their home at 608 Seaview St.  John Swingle died in 2018 
at 98 years of age.  The Swingle Collection is the lasting legacy of Mary Belle and John Swingle to the citizens of 
Berkeley.

Sources:
Perry, Mary Ellen, “Liaison Role Expected By New Councilman: Councilman Calls Himself ‘Militant’,” Berkeley 
Daily Gazette, October 26, 1967, pages 1 and 4.
Introducing the Swingle Collection of Berkeley History, Friends of the Berkeley Public Library, 1978.
Berkeley Town/City Council, 1881-2013, Berkeley History Center Archives F869 B505, v. 1. 
James (Jef) Findley, Librarian, Berkeley Public Library.
Pacific Bell Telephone directories, 1957-1973.
Interviews on April 26, 2019 with Tim Lundgren, Board of Directors, Berkeley Historical Society (BHS) and Bill 
Roberts, Chief Archivist, BHS, patrons of the Alta California Bookstore.
Experiment and Change in Berkeley: Essays in City Politics 1950-1975, Institute of Governmental Studies, 1978.
The John Swingle Scrapbook: Berkeley, California City Council election, 1969, The Bancroft Library, University of 
California, Berkeley.
Suzanne Lovejoy, Music Librarian, Yale University, The Mary Belle Swingle Guitar Collection.

Swingle - continued from page  7

Scenes from the Life of Julia Morgan
A Read-Aloud Play by Judith Offer

Saturday, July 27, 10:30 a.m.
 

Judith Offer has been working and reworking her Scenes from the Life of Julia Morgan for almost ten years, 
in an effort to include the most important information yet keep the piece to about an hour. About 20 groups 
have read the play—which is done in small groups in an “attendees read the parts” format—in libraries, 
clubs, and Julia Morgan buildings.  Currently, she would like to hear two new scenes and evaluate the re-
duced older ones. The California and the West group of the Institute for Historical Study invites people with 
a special interest in architect Julia Morgan to this informal reading and feedback session. 

RSVP to president@berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org.
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She Is Yearning to Vote
Miss Theresa M. Jacquemin of Berkeley Longs for Suffrage

© Phyllis M. Housel Gale

Third in a series of articles celebrating the centennial of women’s suffrage

Theresa Marie Jacquemin was born about 1855 in Buffalo, New York, the daughter of French immigrant farmers. 
She moved to Oakland after 1880 with her sister and mother for the more temperate weather. She was Western Union 
Operator-in-Charge in 1882 at the Stewart & Trowbridge Store on Dwight Way in Berkeley.  She continued in 1892 
as the Operator- in-Charge at the Grazer & Pfaeffle’s Drug Store in Berkeley. She lived in a cottage at 2231 Blake 
Street with her sister, Lizzie, and invalid mother, Elizabeth. 

Many women became Western Union operators and joined the telegraph workers’ union. They thought they would 
be getting equal pay for equal work. However, the company broke the union, and many women gravitated toward 
women’s suffrage.  Maybe Miss Jacquemin was one of these women. 

Miss Jacquemin was a suffragist and determined to vote. In October 1894, she was in her office when a G. P. Penfield 
of the County Clerk’s office dropped by to pick up telegrams.  He had been in Berkeley to register men to vote at the 
town hall.  She asked for an application, which she completed and returned to him.  She instructed him that he should 
have it processed so her name would be added to the “Great Register of Voters.”  Mr. Penfield didn’t know what to do 
with the application; he knew it was illegal for women to register to vote.  He eventually tore it up and threw it away.  
Much to Miss Jacquemin’s frustration, she learned that she was not registered in late December of 1894. 

To remedy the situation and eliminate the middleman, Miss Jacquemin went directly to the County Clerk’s Office on 
January 14, 1895.  Deputy Clerk R. C. Vose thought she wanted a marriage license and was quite taken aback when 
she informed him that what she wanted was to register to vote.  The County Clerk nodded his head to go ahead.  While 
she was filling out the form, she lectured on what updates would be needed to the application so it could be used for 
both men and women and the virtues of having women vote.  Once the application had been completed,  she left with 
her last  words asking  them to let her know when she was registered; she would be looking forward to voting at the 
next election.   Instead, the Alameda County District Attorney had the registration  application discarded.

After the defeat of the California Women’s Suffrage  Amendment No. 6 in the November 3, 1896, election, Miss 
Jacquemin announced in mid-August 1897 that along with her sister Lizzie she was  heading for the Klondike to join 
their brother, John, where they were to be stenographers and boarding house landladies.  Their tickets were bought, 
and they were leaving in a few days. 

The next we hear of Miss Jacquemin, the San Francisco Call and then the Berkeley Gazette published that she had 
died in San Francisco in early March, 1898, and was to be buried at St. Mary’s in Oakland.  Brother John returned to 
California and settled for the rest of his life in Napa, California. 

Tragically, the woman who so wanted to vote died thirteen years before California women got the right to vote.

Author’s note: The title and subtitle above come from an article in the San Francisco Examiner, October, 14, 1894. 
When I learned that Miss Jacquemin worked at Western Union, I immediately called the Smithsonian because their 
website shows that they have the Western Union historic company records – all  452 cubic feet of them, including 
869 boxes and 21 oversize folders.  Surely there is a picture of the Berkeley Office of the mid 1890s and/or a pic-
ture of Miss Jacquemin.  After a phone call and several emails, including to living relatives, I am still looking for a 
picture of the Western Union Office in Berkeley and a picture of Miss Jacquemin.
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Time to Join or Renew?
If you received this newsletter by mail, please check your mailing label, and if your membership has expired, 
we hope to hear from you soon! If you are not yet a member or your membership has lapsed, please consider 
joining the Berkeley Historical Society! Membership dues are the primary support for our many activities. 
Members receive the quarterly newsletter and discounts on our walking tours and book purchases. We are 
always looking for new members, so we invite you to share your newsletter with friends who might be interested 
in Berkeley history, or bring a friend to visit the History Center.

            I am interested in volunteering at the Berkeley Historical Society.  Please have someone contact me.   
Type(s) of work I could help with: 

______________________________________________________________________________   

BHS membership dues and financial donations are tax deductible as charitable contributions to the extent allowed by law.

 Payment information:   Total amount $________          Cash                     Check (payable to BHS)                       Credit card 

I agree to the one time only charge of  $ ________  to my credit card payable to the Berkeley Historical Society for membership dues and/or 
other donations. A receipt will be emailed. Credit card information will be destroyed once payment is validated. 
More information on the BHS credit card authorization policy and privacy policy is at www.berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org. 

Signature ________________________________________  Date ________________

 Expiration      Security       Cardholder
     date             code            zipcode

    Mastercard
      Visa
      Discover
      Amex

Name(s) _____________________________________  Mailing address ____________________________________
City _______________  State ___ Zip _______ Phone ________________ Email _____________________________

(We use your email to notify you of special events, confirm event reservations, or send receipt for credit card charge)

                 Name on card                                                           Card number                                        

Berkeley Historical Society Membership
Membership in the Berkeley Historical Society (BHS) helps maintain the quality of all our activities, including 

archives, exhibits, programs, events, walks, newsletter and operations.

MAIL PAYMENT TO: Berkeley Historical Society, P.O. Box 1190, Berkeley, CA 94701

                     Individual  $25    Family  $30   Student/Low Income  $15   
                                 Contributor  $50    Sponsor/Business  $100           Life Member  $500        

     I would like to give a Gift of Membership to __________________________________ (Please include separate form or 
piece of paper with recipient name(s), address, phone number, and email.) 

     I would like to support the BHS through a gift: 
To the General Operating Fund  $______         To the Louis Stein Endowment Fund  $______ 

  I would like to support BHS through Membership:      NEW      RENEWAL



Berkeley Town Hall being moved from University at Sacramento to Grove at Center, 1899. 
BHS Stein Collection photo #1978.001.1939.

Town Hall on fire, October 21, 1904.BHS photo #1978.001.2131 


