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                Coming Soon: Berkeley Food History Bytes
What has become of the exhibit, “Berkeley’s Fascination with Food,” promised in the Spring 2020 issue of this 
newsletter? We are still working on it! By early November we hope to launch a new website for online exhibits, 
exhibitsbhs.org, beginning with one on the history of food in Berkeley. It’s a big topic, and our volunteers have 
been nibbling away at it for months. Soon, subscribers to our email list and members of our Berkeley History 
Facebook Group will receive juicy weekly tidbits and an invitation to feast their eyes on more as the site menu 
grows. If you are not already on our Mailchimp email list but would like to be added, please send a message to 
email@berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org.

             Remembering the Berkeley Co-op 
The Consumers Cooperative of Berkeley was a remarkable local institution for fifty years that went out of 
existence more than thirty years ago but is not forgotten. Sign up for our October 18th program on Zoom to hear 
multiple perspectives on the Co-op as we celebrate the publication of two new books and the posting of four new 
oral history transcripts on our website. See pages 3 and 10 for more information.

Right: Berkeley Cuisine, © Madeline Rohner 2020. 

Below: Matchbooks in the Berkeley Historical Society 
collection.
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Surely you would be delighted to see some originality in this issue’s 
column with no mention of The Pandemic, but there is no getting away 
from it. As I mentioned in the last issue, 2020 marks the first time in 
our 42-year existence that the Society has conducted its annual election 
of officers and directors by mail-in ballot.  The 88 ballots received 
before the April 19 deadline could not be tallied in compliance with 
state, county, and city guidelines and by a responsible “bubble” of the 
secretary and two witnesses until July 10.  (The bylaws, obviously not 
anticipating COVID-19, do provide that the previous year’s directors 
and officers serve until their successors are elected.)  Results of this 
year’s election are to the left of this column.  

With the cancellation of the Annual Meeting of Members, the president’s 
report to members appeared in the summer issue of Exactly Opposite, 
another “first.”  The last in-person board meeting was held March 9, 
2020 at the History Center, with all monthly meetings since then held 
via Zoom.  Conforming to the somewhat rigid format of communicating 
in a virtual group may have its benefits:  only one of those meetings 
lingered beyond an hour and a half, and a fair amount of business was 
conducted nevertheless.

The History Center may be closed,  but virtual visits remain available 
at our website, https://www.berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org, as always.  
In addition, there are two Facebook groups for participation in an 
interactive (but linear) format.  Anyone can contribute to the Facebook 
platforms, and it’s quite engaging to watch the growing contributions of 
participants.  The two groups are:

• Berkeley History, at https://www.facebook.com/groups/berkeleyhistory/, 
a “safe and fun place to explore, discuss and discover Berkeley’s rich 
history.”  Maintained by Berkeley Historical Society volunteers, this 
group was created in May 2018, and by March 1, 2020, there were 
374 members.  As of today (October 5, 2020)  there are 647 members, 
nearly doubling since imposition of sheltering in place orders.

• Historical Berkeley, https://www.facebook.com/groups/1724953854 
446022, with a declared focus on late 20th century Berkeley and an 
intent to “gather photos of business and community stories that may 
not yet have been gathered by archives.”  This Facebook group was 
founded in June 2016 and is not affiliated with the Berkeley Historical 
Society.  As of this writing Historical Berkeley reports having 1,022 
members.

Despite these great resources for solitary connections to Berkeley’s 
history, we are eagerly looking forward to the return of an open History 
Center, staffed by our docents and crowded—crowded—with visitors!

As always, I welcome your suggestions, questions and recollections: 
email president@berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org.

George O. Petty



     Special Online Events

Sunday, October 18, 3 pm: A Conversation About the Berkeley Co-op
(Register for this Zoom presentation at berkeley-coop.eventbrite.com)

Speakers will include Michael Fullerton and Bob Schildgen, co-editors of the Co-op News in the 1980s; 
Greg Patmore, author of a new book about the Co-op (reviewed on page 10); Therese Pipe, who will provide 
background on the decades-long BHS projects of documenting the Co-op; Charles “Chuck” Wollenberg; and 
moderator Harvey Smith, one-time Co-op member services and marketing coordinator. This event celebrates 
the BHS publication of A Life in Cooperatives, 1938–1992: Robert K. (Bob) March, the Berkeley Co-op and the 
Cooperative Movement and ties in with our upcoming online exhibit on food in Berkeley.

Sunday, November 8, 3 pm: A Talk by L. John Harris
(Register for this Zoom presentation at gourmet-ghetto.eventbrite.com)

“Tales of the Gourmet Ghetto: My 50-Year Obsession with Over-Roasted Coffee, Goaty Cheese, Baby 
Vegetables, Stinky Garlic, Fatty Pastrami and More”

L. John Harris is an artist, food writer, publisher and filmmaker. While attending art school at UC Berkeley he 
enlisted in the California cuisine revolution of the 1970s, clerking at the Cheese Board, waiting tables at Chez 
Panisse, and making bread pudding at the Swallow Cafe in the Berkeley Art Museum. In the 1980s Harris’s Aris 
Books published cookbooks by many of the finest Bay Area cooks and food writers, including the legendary 
M.F.K. Fisher. He is the author of The Book of Garlic (1974), Foodoodles: From the Museum of Culinary History 
(2010), and Café French: A Flâneur’s Guide to the Language, Lore and Food of the Paris Café (2019), and he is 
currently working on a book on Berkeley food history.
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Berkeley Mayor J. Stitt Wilson 
and the 1911 Women’s Suffrage Campaign

By Stephen Barton, Ph.D.

In September of 1911, Berkeley’s socialist mayor, J. Stitt Wilson, turned his attention to the October 10th California 
ballot measure on women’s right to vote. This was a long-standing priority for Wilson. He had been deeply impressed 
by the views of Elizabeth Cady Stanton, who argued that replacing a society based on competition with a society 
based on cooperation was essential to enable women to develop their human potential and that women’s nature 
imbued them with an ethic of care that was essential for the success of a cooperative society. 

California’s previous women’s suffrage measure had failed in 1896, in large part due to overwhelming opposition 
in San Francisco, the largest city in California. Growing the equal suffrage vote there was critical to the campaign. 
San Francisco’s mayor, Patrick McCarthy, and his Union Labor Party (ULP) supported women’s suffrage, a position 
taken in 1908 when the Building Trades Council took control of the ULP after graft prosecutions removed its previous 
leadership. But they were focused on San Francisco’s municipal elections, coming up only two weeks before the 
statewide special election. The ULP contribution to equal suffrage was limited to one joint appearance by Mayor 
McCarthy with Mayor Wilson. 

San Francisco’s Socialist Party was fairly weak, due in part to the success of the Union Labor Party, but it did have 
a significant core of activist women, which the ULP did not. The Socialist Party was, at the time, the only political 
party that allowed women to be members and officers. The socialist women’s organization supported the suffrage 
campaign by organizing public meetings, and the most notable speaker they had available was Wilson. As the mayor 
of Berkeley, then California’s fifth largest city, he was a major public figure as well as the highest-ranking elected 
official in the California Socialist Party. His background as a well-educated former Methodist minister who supported 
unions and women’s suffrage with equal fervor helped him reach across class lines. He could speak to the Oakland 
Council of Churches or a meeting of businessmen in downtown San Francisco and then move on to a meeting in the 
working-class Mission district under the auspices of the Wage Earners Suffrage League or the Women’s Committee 
of the Socialist Party. 

As the statewide election approached, Wilson took on increasingly frequent speaking engagements throughout the 
Bay Area, with the majority in San Francisco but also in Oakland, Berkeley, Alameda, Hayward, Richmond, and San 
Rafael. On October 4th, the Berkeley Independent reported that “Mayor Wilson is an exceedingly busy man these 
days. Taking an active interest in the suffrage campaign and being an eloquent speaker, he is in great demand . . . 
Mayor Wilson spoke three times last evening in different parts of San Francisco. He was hurried from one point to 
another in an automobile, and several thousand people heard his eloquent addresses.” 

When a critic accused him of neglecting his duties to campaign for women’s suffrage, Wilson responded, “I am in the 
fourth month of my official capacity as mayor of the City of Berkeley. During that time I have never missd a council 
meeting. I have never missed a committee meeting, nor have I ever been late to a single meeting of the council or 
committee. . . . I have never been away from the city hall but one day since the first day of July.” Still, the strain of 
continuous campaigning while serving as mayor is evident in a letter from Wilson to Hester Harland, leader of the 
equal suffrage campaign in Berkeley: “Everybody seems to press me just a little too hard for various kinds of service. 
I find I have four meetings scheduled for next week and three for this week, but I shall endeavor to see you.” 
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“Votes for Women” advertising card (author’s collection). 

Wilson’s speech in Berkeley closing the campaign on the evening of October 9, 1911, made a forceful statement of 
his egalitarian views. “Sex is not a determining quality in human rights or responsibilities. A PERSON has rights. Not 
a male person or a female person.” He argued that women were equal or better than men, morally, intellectually, and 
physically, pointing out that “a larger percentage of men are confined in prisons and the women are the bulwark of 
the churches” and that women did just as well as men in school. As for physical force, “our mothers have rendered a 
greater physical service in bearing children than any man has killing them when they reached maturity . . . The ability 
to carry a gun and shoot the son that some other mother has borne is not the true test of citizenship.” 

On Sunday, October 22, 1911, Wilson opened a packed meeting in San Francisco’s Valencia Theater celebrating 
the victory of the campaign for women’s suffrage in California less than two weeks earlier, asking “how we human 
beings can secure the physical, mental and moral conditions by which every person in the world can attain to the 
highest development of his being.” For Wilson, of course, the answer was through socialism, and he was extremely 
optimistic about the socialist movement in California after his own election and the success of women’s suffrage.

Stephen Barton retired after serving as director of the Housing Department and deputy director of the Rent 
Stabilization Program for the City of Berkeley. He received an Affordable Housing Leadership award from the Non-
Profit Housing Association of Northern California for his work with the city. He has a Ph.D. in City and Regional 
Planning from U.C. Berkeley and is the author of numerous articles on housing policy and economics, one of which 
received a National Planning Award from the American Planning Association. He is on the Board of the Bay Area 
Community Land Trust and was Co-Chair of the November 2016 Berkeley Measure U1 campaign, which passed an 
increase in the business license tax on residential rents to fund affordable housing.
Dr. Barton has been working on a biography of Stitt Wilson for many years. He has published articles about Wilson 
in Exactly Opposite and in The Journal of the Gilded Age and Progressive Era. We are pleased to announce that the 
Berkeley Historical Society plans to publish the comprehensive biography, currently titled Berkeley Mayor J. Stitt 
Wilson:  Lifelong Crusader for Socialism as Applied Christianity, in the coming months. 
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Joseph H. McCourt and Bruno L. Putzker: 
 Berkeleyans Who Fought in the Philippine Insurrection of  1899–1902 

By Fred Etzel

After its defeat in the Spanish-American War of 1898, Spain ceded its colony of the Philippines to the United States. 
On February 4, 1899,  fighting broke out between American forces and Filipino nationalists who sought independence. 
The Philippine-American War is also known as the Philippine Insurrection of 1899–1902. 
 

An undetermined number of Berkeleyans volunteered to serve in both military and supporting capacities in this 
armed conflict.  The inscription on a plaque affixed to the facade of the Veterans Memorial Building reads:

IN MEMORIAM
JOS. H. MCCOURT

1877      1900
CO. F. 8TH CAL. INF. U.S.V. – CO. I 35TH INF. U.S.V.

—
BRUNO L. PUTZKER

1880      1899
BTRY. K. 3RD U. S. ARTY.

BERKELEY MEN KILLED IN ACTION IN PHILIPPINE INSURRECTION
erected by Jos. h. Mccourt cAMp No. 13  dept. of cALiforNiA

U.S.W.V.
1935

                    Company F, 1898                                       Bruno Putzker   
                  
Who were these Berkeleyans who were killed in action at ages 23 and 19?

Joseph H.  McCourt was born in Berkeley in 1877.  He appears above in uniform with five fellow soldiers in a 
photograph provided by John Aronovici, History Center Manager, Berkeley Historical Society. McCourt is third 
from the left.  

Notes on back of photo: “Spanish American War: 1898 COMPANY F”
“Left to right: Veteran Berkeley Fireman Gerald Kenney, Fred Carter, Joseph McCourt, Sam McKeon, William 
Holden, Ed Vollmer”
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Joseph McCourt was the first Berkeley boy to be killed in that war. The local Spanish American War Veterans’
Camp is named in his honor. Ed Vollmer was August Vollmer’s brother. Both Vollmers survived this war.

On September 5, 1900, the Berkeley Daily Gazette published a story entitled “McCourt Died Fighting: A Letter from 
Luzon Tells of His Heroic Conduct.” The letter–from Chester H. Smythe, Sergeant, Company H, 35th Infantry, U. 
S. V. I.,  dated July 25, 1900–states that McCourt “was killed on the night of May 28, 1900 near the town of San 
Miguel de Mayumo,” a town in the province of Bulacan, Luzon, Philippine Islands, about 40 miles north of  Manila.  
In an article published on September 18, 1900, the Gazette stated: “the United States Government is good enough to 
send his body home to American soil, we, the people of Berkeley, can certainly honor his remains enough to put our 
hands in our pockets and contribute a small amount to give him a soldier’s burial in Mountain View.” It appears this 
sentiment was not realized, as the Internment Books of Mountain View Cemetery do not list McCourt.

Bruno Lane Putzker was born in Berkeley in March 1880 to Professor Albin Putzker and his wife Caroline.  The 
Putzker family lived at 2600 Telegraph Avenue (at Parker Street). When war was declared in 1898, Putzker, 19 years 
old, was a member of the Class of 1900 of Berkeley High School.  He left school to enlist in the United States Army. 
On June 29, 1898, his unit sailed from San Francisco to the Philippine Islands. He was the youngest member of K 
Battery, Third United States Artillery. 

During an assault in Manila on February 12, 1899, Putzker received a wound which caused his death on February 20.  
The Berkeley World-Gazette of February 20, 1899 reported that the flag at the high school was flown at half-mast in 
honor of his death.  The same paper on February 8, 1900, page 7, announced the burial of his remains at Mountain 
View Cemetery in Oakland.  The Mountain View Internment Books list his grave in Plot 43, Lot 11,  Grave 4.  Putzker 
was survived by his siblings, who for many years operated a bicycle sales and repair shop at 2186 Shattuck Avenue.

In early 1899, discharged veterans of the Spanish–American War formed fraternal societies to keep in touch with their 
former comrades. The United Spanish War Veterans was organized into camps and Berkeley camp No. 13 was named 
the Joseph H. McCourt Camp.  The U.S.W.V. existed until 1992, when the last member, Nathan E. Cook, died one 
month before his 107th birthday.  An article in the Oakland Tribune published June 19, 1933 announced: 
 WAR VETERANS TO MEET IN BERKELEY. June 21. Members of Juseph H. McCourt Camp, 
 Spanish War Veterans, will meet for initiation and business tomorrow evening in Veterans
 Memorial Building, 1931 Center Street.

Sources: 
Tama Spencer, Genealogical Research
James (Jef) Findley, Librarian, Berkeley Public Library and curator of the Berkeley History Room.
Berkeley World-Gazette, February 20, 1899, page 1; September 5, 1900, page 3; September 18, 1900, page 3.
Comstock, Lyndon, On Parker Street: The Evolution of a Berkeley Neighborhood 1855-1965, 2013, page 41.
Walsh, John E., The  Philippine Insurrection, 1899-1902: America’s Only Try for an Overseas Empire, 1973.   

The Putzker home at 2600 Telegraph Avenue. Albin and Caroline Putzker at home.
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Berkeley Historical Exhibits in the Time of  COVID-19
Thinking Outside of  the Box – OR – Just Thinking Outside

© Phyllis Housel Gale 

As many of you may know, my Berkeley research passion is the history of the women who are a part of Berkeley’s 
First Feminist Movement, 1870–1964.*  With BHS involved with other exhibits and closed because of COVID-19, I 
found myself wanting to share my research in celebration of the 100th Anniversary of the Ratification of the Federal 
Suffrage Amendment in an exhibit environment with nowhere to go.  So, one Sunday in early September, I decided 
to go it alone and would exhibit in my own front yard.  So how to begin!  Luckily between my husband, Phil Gale, 
and myself, we have curated or co-curated about 13 exhibits for BHS.  So, I had some applicable experience and 
perhaps a volunteer.

What are the steps to a successful history exhibit in your front yard?

1.     How to define the exhibit:  I created a title and a guiding  definition for  the exhibit: 

Berkeley’s Women Suffrage and
Early Civic Action Movement

1870 - 1920
Courageous - Persistent - Steadfast

The Yellow House “Picket Fence” Exhibit is a homegrown project, born within the confines of COVID-19, that 
showcases Berkeley women and their interlinking roles in weaving the civic fabric of Berkeley and leading the wom-
en’s suffrage campaign in Northern California for “Votes for Women” from 1870 to 1920.

2.     How to choose an outdoor space that is accessible to the sidewalk so the public can view the exhibit at any 
time:  Phil built our picket fence 23 years ago along the sidewalk in our front yard.  Perfect!  This way the exhibit is 
mounted on our property like holiday decorations.

3.     How to design the exhibit panels:  I decided to honor the National Women’s Party sentinels picketing outside 
of the White House to urge President Wilson to support the 19th Amendment.  And I wanted the panels to be inviting 
and readable by folks on the sidewalk.  I chose 11- by 17-inch foam board to be the display backing.  Phil created 
picket sign posts out of ½ inch plywood with the dimensions of  1¾ inch wide, ½ inch deep and 6 feet tall.  By cen-
tering the exhibit panel on the post and about 1 inch down from the top, the panel is within a comfortable reading area 
that is ADA compliant as implemented by the Smithsonian.  (Yes, there is a governmental document on the Web).

To determine how many exhibit panels can be put in a yard along the sidewalk, measure your  space in inches.  Divide 
by 17 inches (this allows for 6 inches of space in between panels) and you will know how many panels you can create.
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OR, if you have just a few panels that will not take up the space, then you can arrange them either in a group or at 
even spaces along the sidewalk. 

4.    How to create the exhibit panels:  My exhibit is essentially a chronology of the American suffrage movement 
from 1848 to 1920 with California (1849–1911) and Berkeley (1870–1911) events and commentary included to allow 
the reader to learn where Berkeley fit into the movement.  Therefore, the emphasis is on words with illustrations/
graphics for interest.

I created the panel with text, pictures, and other graphics to make the exhibit interesting.  I used the 11x17 (Tabloid) 
size paper, portrait orientation, and a .7 (or .5) inch margin.  I used MS Word Font Calibri because it is easy to read.  
The large/major titles were 60 points.  The subtitles were 36 points (in my case I used this font size for the dates) and 
the text was in 30.  Our family occasionally watches our exhibit viewers from the front windows and found folks are 
actually reading the exhibit.

I had Copy Central at Rose and Vine print colored copies of the exhibit panels (page=panel) on 100 lb. stock. I also 
purchased 11x17 inch archival, weatherproof sleeves online.  We glued the exhibit panel to the foam board.  I prefer 
permanent stick glue dots; others prefer photo mounting spray.  Once panel is on the foam board and glue is dried, 
put it into the sleeve and close the flap on the bottom.

5.    How to assemble and install the exhibit:  Now that you have all the parts, attach the exhibit panel to the stick 
with about an inch of wood showing.  We used carpet tacks at top and bottom.  If you have a picket fence, use water-
proof cord or floral ribbon and tie the picket sign to the picket fence.  It is helpful to space this out in advance so all 
your exhibit will fit.  When I created my exhibit, my “historical activists” found my prickly Oregon Grape not very 
friendly.

6.    YOU ARE INVITED!  It turned out my exhibit would not fit into my front yard.  So, it is in three parts.  The 
first part, which is currently on exhibit, covers women’s suffrage from 1849 to 1911 and will be up until October 22, 
2020.  The second part will be up in my front yard on October 23, 2020 until November 12, 2020.  The second part 
covers early Berkeley women’s forays into state and Berkeley elections, including the Electoral College.  It will also 
include Berkeley’s support of the Federal suffrage movement.  The third part will go up on November 13, 2020 and 
come down around Thanksgiving.  It will cover several of the active Berkeley women from this era.  We are located 
at 2289 Vine Street.  We observe strict COVID-19 protocols.  Hope to see you out front and enjoying the exhibit.

*I have defined Berkeley’s First Feminist Movement from 1870 (the year the UC Regents passed the resolution 
allowing women to attend the University) to 1964 (the beginning of the Free Speech Movement). I have defined the 
Berkeley Suffrage Movement from 1870 to 1911 (the year California women achieved suffrage).

I want to thank my “historical activists” (Phil Gale and my nieces Autumn and Micaela) for their help in making my 
“picket fence” exhibit a reality.

PHOTOS

BY

GALE

FAMILY
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The Rise and Fall of  the Co-op
By Charles Wollenberg (Co-op #20120)

There was a time when having a low Co-op membership number was a status symbol in Berkeley. It showed that 
you were one of the original owner/members of the Berkeley Consumers Cooperative, dating back to the 1930s and 
early 40s. It probably meant that your kids spent a considerable portion of their childhood playing in Co-op Kiddie 
Korrals while you shopped for groceries. The Co-op was once the largest retail enterprise in Berkeley, as well as one 
of the city’s most important community institutions. Its decline and fall during the 1980s is something that many 
Berkeleyans of a certain age have never fully accepted.

The history of the Berkeley Co-op, from its beginnings in the 1930s to its demise in 1988, is the subject of Australian 
academic Greg Patmore’s new book, Innovative Consumer Co-operatives: The Rise and Fall of Berkeley. Patmore 
interviewed former Co-op activists and staff members and consulted several archives, including that of the Berkeley 
Historical Society. A supporter as well as a scholar of cooperative enterprises, Patmore puts the Berkeley story into a 
broad global and American context. His coverage is detailed, almost to a fault. The book isn’t light reading, but it’s 
packed with relevant information.

Patmore chronicles the Co-op’s extraordinary postwar expansion. By the late 70s, the organization had three Berkeley 
supermarkets, as well as numerous other enterprises, including a pharmacy, hardware store, outdoor shop, auto repair 
facility, and an affiliated bookstore and credit union. It had absorbed the former Sid’s and Mayfair supermarket 
chains and established stores in Walnut Creek, Marin County, El Cerrito, Castro Valley, Oakland, and San Francisco. 
In 1980 the Co-op had 102,000 members. Only about 25 per cent of them lived in Berkeley, but they represented 
nearly a quarter of Berkeley’s total population and about half of the city’s households.

Even at its height, however, the Co-op faced serious underlying problems. The expansion had added unprofitable 
stores and strained both human and financial resources. Most members did not actively participate in the organization’s 
governance, but those who did were often deeply divided into what Patmore describes as Progressive and Moderate 
factions. The opposing forces, which reflected divisions in Berkeley’s broader politics, not only differed about 
operating policies, but also about the extent to which outside political, social, and environmental causes should affect 
those policies.  After the retirement of longtime general manager Eugene Mannila in 1971, constant administrative 
changes reinforced top-down instability. By the 80s, the Co-op faced serious competition from cost-cutting chains 
like Lucky and Safeway. And compared with the Co-op, new retailers like the Berkeley Bowl and Monterey Market 
were better able to attract a new generation of consumers.

The result was a process of contraction that was even more dramatic than the expansion had been. Financial dividends 
for members disappeared. Stores closed, eventually leaving only the three Berkeley supermarkets. The board cut back 
and then all but eliminated the once-extensive education and consumer economic programs. Patmore describes the 
excruciating efforts to save the last three Berkeley stores. But in 1988, bereft of cash and credit, the Co-op board shut 
down operations and declared bankruptcy. Although legal processes continued for another five years, 1988 marked 
the effective end of the Berkeley Co-op. The Telegraph Avenue store eventually became a Whole Foods Market, and 
Andronico’s absorbed the University Avenue and Shattuck Avenue locations.

Patmore is too much of a cooperatives supporter to declare the Berkeley Co-op’s demise a total defeat. After all, 
the Co-op lasted fifty years, longer than most enterprises, whether capitalist or cooperative in nature. It fought 
for consumer rights and healthy foods, and helped give birth to Berkeley’s foodie culture. It also paved the way 
for contemporary worker co-ops like the Cheese Board. And the Co-op was an important community institution 
that helped define a significant era in Berkeley history. As Patmore observes, even today there are thousands of 
Berkeleyans who will never forget their old Co-op number.
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□ MEMBERSHIP  I would like to support BHS through a one-year membership:  □ NEW   □  RENEWAL

If you received this newsletter by mail, please check your mailing label, and if your membership has expired, 
we hope to hear from you soon! If you are not yet a member or your membership has lapsed, please consider 
joining the Berkeley Historical Society! Membership dues are the primary support for our many activities. 
Members receive the quarterly newsletter and discounts on our walking tours and book purchases. All 
dues and donations are tax deductible as provided by law. BHS is a 501(c)3 nonprofit, federal tax ID # 94-
2619129. We are always looking for new members, so we invite you to share your newsletter with friends 
who might be interested in Berkeley history, or bring a friend to visit the History Center (by appointment).

                    □ Individual $25       □ Family $30      □ Contributor $50   □ Sponsor $100 

                               □ Life Member $500    □ Business $100            □ Student/Low Income  $15           

                               □ I would like to give a Gift of Membership to __________________________________ 
(Please include separate form or piece of paper with recipient name(s), address, phone number, and email.) 

□  DONATION  I would like to support BHS through a gift: 

  □ To the General Operating Fund  $______         □ To the Louis Stein Endowment Fund  $______ 

            □ I have historic materials I may be interested in donating (or lending for scanning); please contact me.      
            Notes:

        __________________________________________________________________________________________         

□  VOLUNTEER  I am interested in volunteering at the Berkeley Historical Society.  Please have someone 
contact me. Notes: 

         __________________________________________________________________________________________      

Name(s)___________________________________ Phone______________Email________________________

PAYMENT INFORMATION:   Total amount $________  □ Cash   □ Check (payable to BHS)  □ Credit card 

I agree to the one time only charge of  $ ________  to my credit card payable to the Berkeley Historical Society for 
membership dues and/or other donations. A receipt will be emailed. Credit card information will be destroyed once 
payment is validated. More information on the BHS credit card authorization policy and privacy policy can be found at 
www.berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org. 

Signature ________________________________________  Date ________________

MAIL PAYMENT TO: Berkeley Historical Society, P.O. Box 1190, Berkeley, CA 94701. Thank you!

Support the Berkeley Historical Society

 Expiration      Security   Cardholder
     date             code        zipcode

    Mastercard
      Visa
      Discover
      Amex                 Name on card                                                           Card number                                        
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Then  &  NowThen, Then and Now
This is the corner of Vine Street and 
Shattuck Avenue, looking southwest, 
in 1917, 1999 and 2020. On the left is 
the Squires Block, built by designer-
builder Edwin Squires in 1895. The 
Victorian at the right, not showing in 
the first photo, is the Capital Market 
Building, built by A.H. Broad in 1891.

The corner of the Squires Block was 
occupied by drugstores for many years 
(originally one run by the Squires 
family). When Garfield Junior High 
School, then located nearby at Walnut 
and Rose, ran out of space, some of its 
classes moved to the second floor of 
the Squires building.

Ken Cardwell took this middle photo 
for a “Berkeley Then and Now” 
exhibit in 1999, managing to include 
an AC Transit bus where the electric 
train had been in 1917.

The last photo, taken recently by John 
Aronovici, includes a fire truck in 
that location and people in COVID 
face masks. In the 1910s there was a 
fire station half a block north at 1446 
Shattuck.

The Capital Market Building has 
always consisted of a market on the 
ground floor and apartments upstairs.  
The corner storefront, most recently 
occupied by the Produce Market, 
is currently being remodeled for 
an expansion of the Cheese Board 
Collective.

The “Gourmet Ghetto” banners are 
gone, but a North Berkeley Farmer’s 
Market banner continues to signal 
this North Shattuck neighborhood, 
once known as Berryman Station, as 
a foodie mecca.


