
EXACTLY OPPOSITE

Johnnie’s Creamery, Sacramento Street, 1950sAfrican Americans in Berkeley’s History and Legacy, opening May 15, 2021, is part two of a three-part 
series of exhibits. The inaugural 2019 exhibit featured four Black families of Berkeley with some having 
roots in the city going back to the late 1800s. This rich and deep history called for a second and third year 
of archival research, oral histories and dynamic, graphic presentation. 

This year’s exhibit will focus on businesses and professionals, politics, education, social organizations, 
and religious institutions. The once thriving Black business corridor along Sacramento Street and other 
locations will be made visible again through a map and photographs in the gallery and an interactive 
digital map online.                              (continued on paage 3) 
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four Black families of Berkeley with some having 
roots in the city going back to the late  1800s. This 
rich and deep history called for a second and third 
year of archival research, oral histories and dynamic, 
graphic presentation.

This year’s exhibit will focus on businesses and pro-
fessionals, politics, education, social organizations, 
and religious institutions. The once thriving Black 
business corridor along Sacramento Street and other 
locations will be made visible again through a map 
and photographs in the gallery and an interactive 
digital map online. 

The crucial link between Black church and social 
organizations and the election of Black politicians, 
such as Byron Rumford Sr. and Ron Dellums, will 
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berkeLeyhistoricAL society President’s Message
Welcoming the season with a little 
digging.  I received an “Images 
Order,” dated February 26, 2020, 
confirming my purchase for $25.00 
of a right to use this photograph, 
from the National Gallery of Art, 
Washington D.C., which identified 
the photograph as Dorothea Lange:  
Springtime in Berkeley, California, 
1952.

The Gallery’s disclaimer in the Order declares: “The Gallery makes 
no representations or warranties that the use of the image(s) will not 
violate rights that persons or entities other than the Gallery may have 
under the law of various countries.” That suggested a little further 
digging would be advisable. The repository of Lange’s personal archive 
is the Oakland Museum of California. My query produced a response 
that the photograph “is by Rondal Partridge and is from the Library of 
Congress. This photograph is in the public domain and does not require 
any permission to use it.”  So here it is.

Actually, this photograph doesn’t look like one of Lange’s; she was 
a serious photographer portraying serious matters, like Depression 
hardships, Japanese internment during WWII, etc.  However a bit of 
further research revealed Partridge actually apprenticed under Lange, 
and with Ansel Adams as well, but unlike these famous mentors 
Partridge had a streak of irony, even perhaps irreverence.  For example, 
Partridge’s photo Pave It and Paint It Green portrays one of Adams’s 
favorite subjects, Yosemite’s Half Dome, with a parking lot full of cars 
in the foreground.  Bringing them home, both Lange and Partridge were 
residents of Berkeley: Dorothea on Euclid Avenue in North Berkeley 
and Rondal on Hillcrest Court in South Berkeley.

This column would not be complete without touting the resources of 
the Berkeley Historical Society.  Given Partridge’s name, Archivist Bill 
Roberts produced a small box from upstairs at the History Center, labeled 
“2013.049  STREET LIGHTING.”  There are no classic photographs in 
the box, but rather a collection of letters, documents and maps recording 
Partridge’s leadership of a neighborhood utility undergrounding effort 
in South Berkeley in the mid-1960s.  That project was unique—to 
prevent abandonment of utilities undergrounded in 1916 with proposed 
replacement telephone poles!  Judging from a visit to the area today, 
the preservation effort failed, but his efforts prove that Partridge could 
transform his sense of irony into action with a serious purpose.  Nothing 
like a little digging to produce historic surprises.

Your suggestions, questions and recollections are always encouraged: 
email to president@berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org.  

 George O. Petty
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(African Americans - continued from page 1)

be explored to reveal the role of Black leadership in Berkeley’s groundbreaking history of community involvement 
in electoral politics and legislation. The story of Black forerunners in educational advancement and public education 
will illustrate the longtime contributions of Black teachers and administrators including Francis Albrier and Ruth 
Acty.

The exhibit will be on display at the Berkeley Historical Society History Center May 15 through October 10, and a 
digital version will be made available through the Berkeley Historical Society website. Related events throughout the 
exhibit will include films and two panel presentations—“The Art of Black Research,” including the exhibit research 
team, and “How Berkeley Nurtured the Political and Cultural Development of Kamala Harris,” featuring Berkeley 
residents who played a key role in the Vice President’s early years. 

This exhibit is being created by a dynamic team of community scholars and residents, including:
Stephanie Anne Johnson, Co-curator, is a longtime Berkeley resident who served on the Civic Arts Commission 
for eight years. Dr. Johnson currently serves on the Landmarks Preservation Commission. She is a founding faculty 
member and professor in the Visual and Public Art Department at California State University, Monterey Bay. In 2012 
Dr. Johnson was given the distinction of a “Stephanie Anne Johnson Day” by the City of Berkeley in recognition of 
her contributions in the fields of civic service, education, and the arts. Dr. Johnson is a practicing artist and theatre 
lighting designer whose work has been seen locally, nationally, and internationally. Her research interests include 
African American art, the Harlem Renaissance, and the New Deal.
Harvey Smith, Co-curator, is an historian and author who became a resident of Berkeley over 50 years ago. He is 
president of the National New Deal Preservation Association and an advisor to the Living New Deal at the Univer-
sity of California at Berkeley. Mr. Smith has curated art and history exhibits in Bay Area galleries and museums. He 
has worked as an activist on health and education policy, participated in the struggle to save the historic downtown 
Berkeley Post Office, and is currently involved with preserving People’s Park. Mr. Smith is the author of Berkeley 
and the New Deal. 
David Knott, Advisory Board member, was born and raised in Berkeley and attended 12 years of Berkeley schools.  
He is a graduate of Laney College, Golden Gate University and Saint Mary’s College of California and is a U.S. Air 
Force Vietnam-era veteran. The year 2020 marked 100 years that members of his family have lived in Berkeley. Mr. 
Knott is a Community Outreach Liaison for the Fairfield-Suisun Unified School District and founder of the Suisun 
City Youth Commission, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization for youth and family services. His background in man-
agement, logistics, and counseling informs his mindful and proactive community service approach.
Byron Rumford III, Advisory Board member, was born at Herrick Hospital in Berkeley and is the grandson of 
William Byron Rumford, Sr., an important figure in local and regional politics. He attended Berkeley public schools 
before attending Armstrong College and San Francisco State University. Continuing the family tradition of public 
service, he volunteers at the Dorothy Day House and the Telegraph Baptist Center food pantry. Mr. Rumford was 
involved with the transition of the Rumford Pharmacy into its current profile as a medical center. He supported the 
project that resulted in a bronze figurative sculpture in honor of his grandfather, and he was successful in the place-
ment of a sidewalk pedestal plaque on Sacramento Street adjacent to the sculpture and in front of the building where 
Byron Rumford Sr. had a pharmacy.
Tina Jones Williams, Advisory Board member, is an award-winning author who has written eight books that pay 
homage to the rich traditions in the African American community. Born and raised in the all-Black neighborhood 
on Julia Street in South Berkeley, Ms. Williams attended neighborhood schools until she was bussed to become a 
member of the first desegregated junior high school in Berkeley. After graduation from Berkeley High School, Ms. 
Williams went to the University of Texas at Austin. She is the author of the Julia Street Series of novels. She leads 
neighborhood walks sharing anecdotes, folklore, and history about times, places, and people she feels should not be 
forgotten. Ms. Williams is pictured on a South Berkeley history mural, which also depicts Julia Street, one of ten 
streets considered the “heart of South Berkeley.” She served as a Berkeley History Center docent for several years 
and has done interviews with prominent Black citizens of Berkeley.
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We Are Open! (Sort Of)
The History Center is open to the public on Saturdays only, 1–4 pm, through April, with the Berkeley’s Fascination 
with Food exhibit. Or you can come in by appointment. Beginning May 15 we hope to return to regular Thurs-
day–Saturday hours with the new exhibit. Contact us (510-848-0181, manager@berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org) if you 
would consider being a docent or would like to visit the Center on a weekday.

Online Events in April
Sunday, April 18, 3–4:30 p.m.: Author Talk by Novelist Ron Nyren
On the 115th anniversary of the 1906 earthquake and fire, BHS member Ron Nyren will speak about his novel The 
Book of Lost Light, in which a San Francisco photographer and his family move to Berkeley after the disaster and 
meet members of the Berkeley bohemian community. See details and sign up at ron-nyren-4-18-21.eventbrite.com.

Sunday, April 25, 3–4:30 p.m.: BHS Annual Meeting with Discussion of Civic Center Planning Process
After President Petty’s “State of the Society” report and announcement of election results, Ann Harlow will give an 
illustrated presentation about progress so far toward an eventual move of BHS into the Maudelle Shirek Building 
(Old City Hall) and invite members’ input (see below). RSVP to ann@annharlow.com to receive the Zoom link and 
so we know how many will attend.

Thursday, April 29, 7–8:30 p.m.:  Berkeley Then and Now
Join us for a virtual event looking at how things have changed in Berkeley from the perspectives of walking tour 
guides Tina Jones Williams, the Berkeley native author of the Julia Street Series of novels set in South Berkeley, 
and Bob Johnson and Janet Byron, who arrived (separately) in Berkeley in the late 1980s and became friends and 
co-authors of Berkeley Walks. From the city dump to People’s Park to restaurants and retailers, much has changed in 
Berkeley—often for better and sometimes worse (while plenty has stayed the same). Sign up at berkeley-then-and-
now.eventbrite.com.

(Are you receiving our emails? Later events will be announced by email. If you would like to be added to the list, 
please write to email@berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org. Events will also be listed on our website.)

Civic Center Planning
A citizens’ group has emerged in recent months to try to flesh out a vision for renovation and revitalization of 
Berkeley’s civic center, specifically the Maudelle Shirek Building (Old City Hall), the Veterans Building, and the 

M.L. King Jr. Civic Center Park. The group has adopted the name Community for a Cultural 
Civic Center (CCCC) and created a website, berkeleycccc.org. It is open to all. Ann Harlow is 
co-chairing, with Loni Hancock,  the subgroup exploring possibilities for the Shirek Building, 
which is slated to house the Berkeley Historical Society, Berkeley Community Media, rentable 
meeting and event spaces, and possibly a café and other organizations’ offices. Our current 

home, the Veterans Building, is expected to become a center for arts classes and performances. Art exhibits are 
a possibility in either building or both. A community survey is being developed, and the goal is to present some 
recommendations to the City Council in September.

The whole complex is envisioned as “the heart of Berkeley” in the report produced by Gehl Studio and partners last 
summer. The long-overdue seismic retrofits for both buildings will cost many millions of dollars. We are hoping 
a proposed infrastructure bond measure for November 2022 will include a budget for repair and renovation of the 
two buildings so that, ideally, the Historical Society museum, library and archives will be ready to reopen in 2028, 
Berkeley’s sesquicentennial year. Help us think about what the “Berkeley Center” in Old City Hall might offer that 
will motivate the City Council, the voters, and other funders to say YES!
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Recent Acquisitions
The Berkeley Historical Society has received a fascinating collection of papers of the late longtime Berkeley resident 
David Mundstock, who passed away August 28, 2020. The collection is a gift from Berkeley historian and archivist 
Lincoln Cushing. Mundstock’s extensive archives reveal, in amazing detail, the local political climate as it shifted 
from street activism to electoral strategies in the late 1960s and early 1970s. Chronological files document every elec-
tion in Berkeley from 1970 to 1982. There are many subject files on Berkeley issues such as rent control and housing, 
planning and zoning, and yearly folders on the city’s budget. 

Mundstock’s hand-colored maps of Berkeley voting precincts are remarkable. Most of these are on the “centerfold” of 
the Daily Californian, which produced a complete precinct map of the city for many years. Mundstock’s annotations 
show percentages of votes for people running for office and for various Berkeley measures on the ballot, occasionally 
running up to ten maps for elections with many candidates or issues.  They represent a detailed level of election results 
which we take for granted today, but before digital media were tedious to produce and disseminate.

The collection is somewhat organized and therefore usable for research. A related resource that is still available is the 
“Berkeley in the 70s” website (https://berkeleyinthe70s1.homesteadcloud.com), Mundstock’s extensive analysis of 
the politics of this era. We are planning an exhibit for next fall based on Mundstock’s collection. We would welcome 
similar collections assembled by individuals or groups to augment our holdings on the always interesting course of 
Berkeley politics, not just in the seventies but indeed of all eras. Email Bill Roberts, archivist@berkeleyhistoricalso-
ciety.org, if you have items to contribute.

We have also received a collection of photographs, mainly in the form of contact sheets, of anti-Vietnam War demon-
strations, taken by Campbell Coe, who had a music store at Haste and Telegraph; a small collection relating to Hank 
Rubin and his Pot Luck restaurant (which was on San Pablo Avenue where Ohmega Salvage is now), one of the 
first restaurants to bring fine cuisine to Berkeley, received from his daughter, Marci Rubin; and from Liz Strauss 
the Berkeley Citation for George Strauss and, interestingly,  a single sheet of Swahili vocabulary from Longfellow 
School, probably from 1971 or 1972.

New Video: Former Co-op President Jane Lundin
 
How many of you remember when Dow Chemical’s Reynolds Wrap was subject to boycott due to Dow’s production 
of napalm for the Vietnam War? It was precisely this issue which led Jane Lundin to get involved in Berkeley’s 
Consumer Co-ops in the 1960s. 

Politics in the Berkeley Co-ops is a central issue in a new BHS video interview of Jane Lundin by past Co-op News 
editor Michael Fullerton. 

In the hour-long interview, Jane Lundin (Co-op Board member, 1971–1976; Co-op President, 1975) offers opinions 
on the political differences between the moderate and progressive Co-op factions, the ill-fated expansion of the Co-op 
grocery stores, and the lively personalities that peopled the Co-op at that time.

Michael Fullerton is well positioned as interviewer, sharing memories of many of the issues and personalities during 
Lundin’s tenure. In the end, Fullerton elicits some memorable reflections, including the parallel between the Co-op’s 
factions and today’s political parties, and the distance we’ve come from the limiting gender norms of the 1970s.

Jane Lundin’s videotaped interview will join existing written transcripts of Co-op oral histories already available on 
the BHS website: those of Robert Arnold, Eva Goodwin, Carroll Melbin and Oive Nurmela. As these interviews focus 
on the earlier period of the Berkeley Co-ops, we are now glad to be able to extend our collection to the Co-ops’ later 
period. And remember: For more Co-op history, you can buy our recently published book, A Life in Cooperatives, 
1938–1992: Robert K. (Bob) March, the Berkeley Co-op and the Cooperative Movement.
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Berkeley’s Civil War Legacy: GAR Lookout Mountain Post 88 
and Woman’s Relief  Corps No. 35

By Fred Etzel

Introduction

After the end of the American Civil War (1861-1865) and the completion of the Transcontinental Railroad in 1869, 
thousands of Union Civil War veterans and their families migrated west. As they reintegrated into civilian society, 
veterans and their families faced many issues, including what today is referred to as PTSD (Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder). For mutual support as they addressed these issues, veterans formed small groups known as “Posts” under 
the aegis of the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR), a fraternal organization founded in 1866 in Springfield, Illinois. 
Their wives formed their own support groups under the GAR collectively known as the “Woman’s Relief Corps.” The 
GAR dissolved in 1956 upon the death of its last member, Albert Woolson (1850–1956), in Duluth, Minnesota. The 
Woman’s Relief Corps continues to this day (See https://womansreliefcorps.org/).

Each Post selected a name and a number; for the Relief Corps, it was only a number. On November 14, 1885, 
Berkeley’s Civil War veterans established Lookout Mountain Post 88. (The Battle of Lookout Mountain was fought 
on November 24, 1863 as part of the General Grant’s successful Chattanooga Campaign. An unknown member of 
Post 88 may have fought in that battle.) Contemporaneously, the wives of the members of Post 88 formed Woman’s 
Relief Corps No. 35. Both Lookout Mountain Post 88 and W.R.C. No. 35 met in the Veterans Memorial Building 
located at 1931 Center Street. 

The Veterans Memorial Building was dedicated on November 11, 1928. It had an auditorium, a stage, heating and 
ventilation systems, and a banquet room, as well as two club rooms and two lodge rooms, one each for men and for 
women. At a banquet held in the evening of its dedication, William H. Wharff, a ninety-year-old Civil War veteran 
and member of the Grand Army of the Republic, recited Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address. 

(continued on page 7)

Figure 1.  Lookout Mountain Post 88, circa 1885.
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Lookout Mountain Post 88

The photograph shown in Figure 1, circa 1885, is of 21 members of Berkeley’s Lookout Mountain Post 88. The 
photograph’s discovery is described in a spring 2008 BHS newsletter article by John Aronovici, entitled “United 
States Grand Army of the Republic: 70-Year Old Records Opened.” The framed document in Figure 1 is the Post 88 
charter. The man seated in the front row, fourth from the left, is W. H. Wharff. An inscription on the photograph reads: 
“From Julia Dent Grant Tent No. 32 to Lookout Mountain Post No. 88.” 

Julia Dent Grant was the wife of Union General Ulysses S. Grant, and she could have made this inscription when 
she attended the twentieth National GAR Encampment held in San Francisco on August 4–6, 1886. The Figure 1 
photograph may have been taken in a room in the Odd Fellows Hall, Berkeley (Odd Fellows Lodge 270, 2288 Fulton 
Street, Suite 200), where Lookout Mountain Post 88 initially met prior to moving to 1931 Center Street. 

Figure 2 (below) shows a photograph taken in 1923 of eight remaining members of Post 88. The four standing 
members are, left to right: M. R. Mead, N. M. Miller, C. C. Reed, and Joseph Honer. The four seated members left 
to right are: W. H. Wharff, Erie A. May, George Ober, and Waterman Van Ess. Some of these veterans are briefly 
described below.

Figure 2. Lookout Mountain Post 88, 1923.

Joseph Honer was born on March 30, 1842 in Württemberg, Germany. He arrived in the United States on October 
19, 1854 and died on February 21, 1935 in Alameda County. In the 1870 U.S. Census, Horner was living in  Deer 
Lodge County, Montana Territory. In 1883, Honer married a woman named Frieda, also from Germany. The 1900 
Census shows that Honer and his wife lived at 1520 Shattuck Avenue, where he owned a shoe store. In the 1920 
Census, Honer lived at 1438 Henry Street with Frieda, and his occupation was “shoemaker.” The 1930 Census shows 
the couple still at 1438 Henry Street.

W. H. Wharff arrived in California in 1874 and died in Berkeley on January 1, 1936 at the age of 99. One of the most 
prominent architects in Berkeley’s history, Wharff was at Appomattox to view the defeat of Robert E. Lee and the 
Confederacy. There are two articles about him on the BAHA website, berkeleyheritage.com. 

Erie Alanson May was born on February 11, 1847 in New York, and he died on September 8, 1942 in Berkeley. May 
served as a private in Company U, 194th New York Infantry. The 1910 Census shows May, age 63, living at 2024 
Dwight Way with wife Martha C., age 65. His occupation is listed as “own income.” The 1920 Census shows May, 
age 72, at 2424 Roosevelt Avenue with wife Martha, age 75. The 1930 Census lists Erie A. May, age 83, as a retired 
stock raiser/farmer living at 2424 Roosevelt Street with wife Nancy, age 58. He also appears in the 1940 Census with 
his wife Nancy.

Nathaniel Michael Miller was born circa 1841 in Ohio 
and served in Company H of the 84th Ohio Infantry. In 
1870, Miller lived alone in Rough and Ready, Nevada 
County, California, where he worked as a placer miner. 
In 1908, Miller was living in Berkeley at 1701 Arch 
Street and working as a carpenter. The 1910 Census 
shows Miller lived at 2300 Virginia Street with his 
wife Ella. The Census indicates Miller lived off his 
“own income.” The 1910 Census “Instructions to 
Enumerators” states: “The entry own income should be 
made in the case of all persons who follow no specific 
occupations but have an independent income upon 
which they are living.” This suggests Miller “struck it 
rich” while placer mining. In the 1920 Census, Miller 
and his wife lived at the same address, and the 1930 
Census shows them living at 1717 Arch Street with 
their daughter and granddaughter.

(continued on page 8)



George Ober enlisted in Company M, Pennsylvania 13th Cavalry Regiment, on September 14, 1864. Ober was 
discharged from the Army on July 14, 1865 at Raleigh, North Carolina. As noted on his headstone, Ober died in 
Berkeley on January 16, 1926 where, as a retired widower, he lived at 1236 Fleurange Street. Ober is interred in 
Rosehill Cemetery and Mausoleum, Chicago.

Woman’s Relief Corps No. 35

During the Civil War, the women who later organized as the Woman’s Relief Corps (WRC) provided care to Union 
Army soldiers on battlefields and in hospitals. They voluntarily served as nurses and cooks and raised money to 
provide basic necessities such as shoes, clothing, and bedding. Post-war, the WRC supported the GAR by promoting 
and organizing Memorial Day celebrations throughout the nation. They petitioned the federal government for Civil 
War nurses’ pensions and promoted patriotic education. In support of Berkeley’s Civil War veterans, members of 
WRC Post No. 35 offered social, charitable, and related services to members of Post 88.

Lookout Mountain Post 88 and Woman’s Relief Corps 35 memorialized the Civil War through installations in 
Berkeley and in neighboring communities of physical objects, such as plaques, benches, trees, sculptures, and 
disarmed weapons. In 1881, the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War (SUVCW) was organized, and in 1954 it 
was chartered by Congress as the legal successor to the GAR. The SUVCW undertook to search for and physically 
inspect memorials installed by the GAR. Here is the link to its 29-page website, which includes the seven memorials 
physically located in Berkeley: http://www.suvpac.org/memorials/CWM%20Alameda%20County.pdf. 

Each page presents a table containing detailed information about a memorial. For example, in 1940 the WRC 35 
installed the GAR Bench in the lobby of the old Berkeley City Hall, and on July 25, 1943 it planted a redwood tree 
at Lake Anza. 

Passing of the Civil War Veterans and Opening of the Records

Erie A. May and Thomas H. Gilbert (the latter is not in the Figure 2 photograph) were the last two members of 
Lookout Mountain Post 88. Both died in 1939 at the age of 92. Upon their deaths, the records of Post 88 were put 
into a handmade chest which was placed for safekeeping in the Veterans Memorial Building. As reported in the 
spring 2008 issue of the BHS newsletter, “Recently the Berkeley Historical Society opened the sealed chest. The 
contents included: A note stating: ‘This chest was prepared and disposal of contents placed by Erie A. May, the last 
Commander of the post [88], May 1939’.” The contents of the chest were placed on display at the Main Branch of the 
Berkeley Public Library in March 2008. 

Berkeley’s last direct link to the Civil War was W. H. Wharff, who arrived in California in 1874, and after a successful 
career as a Bay Area architect, passed away on January 1, 1936.  Wharff had been at Appomattox, witnessing the 
defeat of Robert E. Lee and the Confederacy.

Further Research 

The archives of the Berkeley Historical Society contain numerous GAR documents, photographs, artifacts and mate-
rials. To review, please contact archivist William (Bill) Roberts, archivist@berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org.

In 1956, upon the dissolution of the GAR, custody of its badges, flags, official seal and records was assumed by the 
Library of Congress, Washington, D.C., and the Smithsonian Institution. Woman’s Relief Corps No. 35 is inactive, 
but the WRC remains an active national organization; see https://womansreliefcorps.org/. Its National Headquarters 
are located at 629 7th Street, Springfield, Ill, 62703. 

(continued on page 9)

(Berkeley’s Civil War Legacy - continued from page 7)
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Sources

Note: In researching and writing this article, I greatly benefitted from information provided by John Aronovici 
(BHS), Kathy Bower (Woman’s Relief Corps), James (Jef) Findley (Berkeley Public Library), Bill Roberts (BHS), 
and Elizabeth (Tama) Spencer (BHS). Thank you.
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Coming Soon: A Full-Length Biography of  J. Stitt Wilson

(Berkeley’s Civil War Legacy - continued from page 8)

(continued on page 9)

We are in the final stages of producing this book. Come buy it with your 
member discount in May!

“Stephen Barton’s fascinating biography of Jackson Stitt Wilson resur-
rects the life and times of this remarkable but almost-forgotten public 
figure. Wilson was part of a vibrant Christian socialist movement who 
put its principles into practice after he was elected mayor of Berkeley, 
California in 1911, a period when more than 1,200 Socialists won public 
offices across the country. Many of the then-radical ideas Wilson crusaded 
for—women’s suffrage, a minimum wage, an end to child labor, old age 
insurance, and the right of workers to form unions—are things we now 
take for granted. Barton’s well-written and comprehensive biography re-
minds us that today’s progressives—in California and elsewhere—stand 
on Wilson’s shoulders.”
– Peter Dreier, E.P. Clapp Distinguished Professor of Politics, Occidental 
College, and author of The 100 Greatest Americans of the 20th Century: 
A Social Justice Hall of Fame and We Own the Future: Democratic 
Socialism—American Style.
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I first met George in 1986 when he was a visiting professor in the Department of Industrial 
Relations at the University of Sydney in Australia. He hosted a large number of visiting 
scholars at the Institute of Industrial Relations (now the Institute for Research on Labor 
and Employment) in Berkeley, providing them with a stimulating intellectual environment. 
George and Helene also showed great hospitality to visitors through suggestions for tours 
in the Bay Area and beyond and by taking them to favorite local restaurants.

He was a longtime member of the Consumer’s Co-operative of Berkeley. He advised them 
on employment relations in the 1960s and was on a committee in 1982 that supported 
direct employee representation on the Board of Directors as a way of combating poor 
employee morale and reversing a deteriorating financial position. He remained loyal to 
the Co-op even when UC colleagues resigned in protest against the Co-op’s opposition 
to Governor Reagan’s declaration of an “extreme state of emergency” and his use of the 
California National Guard to suppress student protests in Berkeley in 1969. 

George had an enormous impact on many fields of study, including organizational behavior 
and industrial relations. George’s kindness and generosity with his time also impacted 
many, both within the academy and outside. He encouraged doctoral students and younger 
academics to pursue their research passions and interests. 

It was a great honor to know George. He introduced me to Berkeley when I was a visiting 
scholar at Berkeley in 1987. He took me on trips around the Bay Area including a visit to 
the Shattuck Avenue Co-op, encouraging me later to write a history of the Berkeley Co-
op. He remained my guide to Berkeley’s history and culture in those frequent trips, with 
our last meeting being for lunch at Saul’s Restaurant and Delicatessen, one of his many 
favorite restaurants, in September 2019.  He will be greatly missed by all who knew him. 

WANTED
1999 and 2012 

Olla Podrida Berkeley High Yearbooks

To complete our collection from 1898 - 2020
Contact the Berkeley Historical Society

at 510-848-0181 or info@berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org

Remembering George Strauss, 1923-2020

UC Berkeley Haas School of Business Emeritus Professor George Strauss passed away in November at the age of 
97. He had been a faithful member of the Berkeley Historical Society for many years. Several obituaries were pub-
lished. We reached out to Greg Patmore, the Australian scholar who wrote the recent book Innovative Consumer 
Co-operatives: The Rise and Fall of Berkeley and funded several of our Berkeley Co-op oral history transcripts, for 
his memories of the Professor Strauss. He wrote:

Places to explore: Many photographs and postcards in our collection are now viewable 
at hub.catalogit.app/1438. Also check out the many other online resources listed on the 
BHS website at berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org/online-resources.html.
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The South Berkeley Mural
This is just one section of the mural on Ashby at Ellis. A collaborative effort of muralist Edythe Boone, the 
Friends of Adeline, and numerous community members—including children at Malcolm X Elementary 
School across the street—it was completed in 2018. A final part of the project, in which ceramic tiles at 
the bottom will help identify the subjects, is still in progress. In the meantime, here is a guide to most of 
the people shown above. (Please email info@berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org if you can fill in the blanks.)
Back row, left to right: Ronald Harold Stevenson III, Dayle Bartlett, Margery Jamison, Eric Garner, ______, 
Nia Wilson, Mable Howard, Mildred Howard.
Middle, left to right: Elisa Cooper, Ron Dellums, Tarea Hall Pittman, Maudelle Shirek.
Front: Julia Lazar Franco, Charles Austin, ________, William Byron Rumford Sr., Michael Ricardo 
Melton, Gus Newport. (Photos of the mural by Ann Harlow.)


