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Grand Re-opening with New Exhibit
African Americans in Berkeley’s History and Legacy

By Harvey Smith

African Americans in Berkeley’s History and Legacy, the second of a three-exhibit series, opened on 
Sunday, May 16 to a large and enthusiastic crowd that spread out through the Veterans Building observing 
appropriate COVID precautions. The afternoon event opened with a welcome from Berkeley Historical 
Society President George Petty. Co-curator Dr. Stephanie Anne Johnson acknowledged contributions to 
the exhibit by many individuals, organizations, the exhibition team, advisory board members and BHS staff. 
She introduced her co-curator Harvey Smith, who introduced Mayor Jesse Arreguín and acknowledged 
former Mayor Gus Newport (although he was not able to attend). 
Mayor Arreguin emphasized the importance of recognizing 
the Black Lives Matter movement and maintaining the 
dwindling Black population of Berkeley. Former Vice 
Mayor Carole Kennerly gave in-depth remarks on her 
personal involvement in Berkeley politics and the role of 
the Black community during her tenure. Councilmember 
Terry Taplin remarked on the importance of Black role 
models to his understanding of critical political issues. The 
event concluded with recognition of the contributions to the 
exhibit of the curatorial assistants—high school students 
Mimia Ousilas, Raquel Matthews and Luce Collymore 
Abbas and recent college graduate Celise Knott—and 
Mary Jackson, lead researcher, a recent MA from NYU.
Attendees visited the exhibit with staggered entry while 
others remained in the auditorium for discussion. (continued on page 3)
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President’s Message

I will leave you with this portrait 
of Dorothea Lange atop a 
gorgeous 1933 Ford.  Beyond 
doubt her finger was not on 
the operative shutter button;  I 
will state without fear of any 
contradiction that this photo was 
taken by Rondal Partridge.

Photo © 2021 Rondal Partridge 
Archive

The Year-plus of Living Remotely appears to be coming to an end.  This 
trial by social distance has proven just how durable is the Berkeley 
Historical Society.  Our annual election was conducted by written ballot 
(results to the left of this column) with four times the required quorum, 
and we gained over 30 new members despite cancellation of recruitment 
opportunities like the Solano Stroll and the Bay Area Book Fair, plus 
closure of the museum from March 2020 until April this year.  

Additions to our archives included the David Mundstock papers about 
Berkeley politics in the 1970s and 80s, plus many small contributions 
that all increased the health of our archives.  Further, continued improve-
ment to the Society’s CatalogIt Hub enhanced public access to those ar-
chives.  Eight BHS online presentations attracted an average of 58 peo-
ple per event, raising over $4,000 in donations and tickets.  The exhibit 
Berkeley’s Fascination with Food opened online in November 2020, at-
tracting over 3,000 visitors before closing at the end of April 2021.  And 
at last the museum is open, with the new exhibit African Americans in 
Berkeley’s History and Legacy (Part 2 of 3) celebrating the resumption of 
full operations in the History Center.

Perhaps the most lasting legacy of the pandemic’s disruption of the 
Society may be that expansion of our online presence, in particular 
our Berkeley History Facebook Group. Under the diligent care of Ann 
Harlow, the group grew from 450 members at the end of April 2020 to 
over 1,000 by mid-June 2021.   The site invites citizen contributions to 
the Berkeley story in a way neither this newsletter nor our museum can 
match.

As an example, in the last newsletter issue I ventured my opinion that 
a photograph shown as “Springtime in Berkeley, 1952” was the work of 
Rondal Partridge, not Dorothea Lange.  Not a single comment was sent 
to my email address at the bottom of the column, but my photographic 
judgment was exhaustively subjected to evidence submitted via the 
Facebook Group page.  You will have to go there to find that and my 
response (and a whole lot more): 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/berkeleyhistory/

All newsletter content is copyrighted by the 
Berkeley Historical Society and in some
cases by authors and/or photographers. 

Opinions expressed are those of the authors.



(Opening - continued from page 1)

Opening remarks by Harvey Smith are summarized below.

We recognize our exhibit is the first to bring together in one place the rich history of African Americans in Berkeley. 
You can follow the political thread that begins in the 1940s and leads to Tarea Hall Pittman, Frances Albrier, 
C.L. Dellums, Maudelle Shirek, Ron Dellums, Gus Newport, Keith Carson, Kamala Harris and so many others. 
The social organizations, churches, and businesses were all part of the institutions that sustained the community. 
However, our exhibit is really just a road map to this deep history. We have not provided a lot of interpretation 
for the many visual representations of this history. That is another project, and I understand that Stephanie Anne 
Johnson, Tina Jones Williams and Carole Kennerly have been talking about writing that history. In the meantime, 
use your digital resources to dig deeper on your own. Like us, you will be rewarded in discovering stories that 
are inspiring and are the legacy that has brought us to this time when hopefully we can finally overcome the 
institutional and systemic barriers to full equity and achieve the triumph of a truly multicultural society.

I thought I would have the interesting opportunity to introduce both former Mayor Gus Newport and current 
Mayor Jesse Arreguín, whose terms spanned the entire era of neoliberal public policy, or stated another way, the 
age of Reaganomics. Gus couldn’t make it today, but I will still give background about him to provide context to 
my introduction of Jesse.

Gus Newport was elected in 1979 on the cusp of Ronald Reagan entering the White House. Who knew then the 
era of national austerity ushered in by Reagan would last for forty years. Think back to that time. Among much 
federal deregulation there was the weakening of public control of the media; eventually news without facts was 
spawned by Fox. Homelessness in California had become the result of Governor Reagan closing the mental health 
institutions, a policy characterized by County Supervisor John George as “passing the buck, without the buck.” 
Meanwhile in Berkeley, a report had been issued a few years before Gus took office; it was titled The Cities’ Wealth: 
Programs for Community Economic Control in Berkeley, which included advocating for affordable housing. “We 
want housing” was also included in the Black Panther Party’s 10-Point Program. However, the African American 
population in Berkeley was still above 20%. It was thought Berkeley could work toward social and economic equity. 
Under Gus Newport, a number of rent control measures were passed. Berkeley was in the forefront of divesting 
from apartheid in South Africa. Gus was active in the peace movement, establishing a Sister City relationship with 
San Antonio, Los Ranchos, El Salvador. Gus served until 1986. Since then he has been working on permanent 
affordable housing projects, and he’s been an active participant in progressive political campaigns. 

Jesse Arreguín became mayor in 2016 at the same time Trump became president. (I remember that night walking 
to the campaign office and passing the big screen at Triple Rock; I sensed something really awful was happening.) 
For many, Trump’s election was the logical and extreme culmination of the era of Reagan’s trickle-down economics. 
Under Trump, real estate profiteers were installed in positions of power in the executive branch, and rampant 
speculative profiteering has become normalized throughout the U.S. Inequality in our nation is as bad now as it 
was during the Gilded Age over a hundred years ago. In the Bay Area, one of the richest areas in the richest country 
in history, we see massive encampments of unhoused people. The Black population of Berkeley has shrunk to 
less than 8%. Mildred Howard, who was featured in our last exhibit, has become the emblem for the impact of 
gentrification and Black displacement. An internationally famed artist, raised in South Berkeley, she is now unable 
to afford to live in Berkeley. We need truly affordable public housing, not more market-rate development. Under 
Jesse’s administration we fought the federal Department of Justice and preserved our local post office. The city has 
sued UC Berkeley over its excessive expansion plans. Jesse has supported protections for the immigrant community, 
has led the city in mobilizing against COVID-19, and has supported the Black Lives Matter movement. Our city is 
not the one we knew in the 1980s, although Berkeley still retains progressive values.

Be sure to check the Berkeley Historical Society website for dates and details on upcoming events related to African 
Americans in Berkeley. In 2022 the third year of the exhibit series will feature arts, entertainment, literature and 
sports.        

(additional photos page 12)
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Soroptimist International Leader Violet Richardson Ward
Early Proponent of  Physical Fitness

By Carol Dippel

One of the most influential early proponents of physical fitness for all schoolchildren developed and implemented 
the Physical Education Program here in Berkeley that later found adoption nationwide: Violet Richardson Ward 
(1888-1979). The program required physical education classes for all K-12 students. At this same time, Violet 
established the first physical education courses for girls, as they had previously been available for boys and limited 
to the intermediate school level. 

Violet’s Early Life

Violet seems to have been a natural athlete throughout her life. Her mother was concerned about her sitting long 
days in school when she was young, presumably due to her high energy, and thought she needed to be outdoors. 
For example, as a child she danced and rode horses. In high school she rowed crew and played basketball. As a 
student at U.C., she also rowed crew and taught physical education classes.

In 1905, while Violet was a student at Berkeley High School for one year, she organized and was president and 
stroke of the girls’ crew team. They won their first race by five boat lengths against two other high school teams 
from the Commercial School and Oakland Polytechnic School. The racecourse was ¾ mile in length and was held 
on Lake Merritt in Oakland. 

In 1905, Violet was also team captain and played the forward position on her Berkeley High School basketball 
team as a sophomore. In 1907, she played basketball in her senior year at Girls’ High School in San Francisco.

There are many references to Violet always wearing “Ground Grippers.” These shoes seem to have been the 
predecessor of modern-day athletic shoes. She also played sports in bloomers.

Violet was also artistically talented, having received scholarships from Pratt and Carnegie Institutes to study art 
while a teen. Her family moved extensively throughout the U.S., and she attended five high schools during these 
travels. She planned to study art at U.C. but found her passion was in physical education. While in college she 
often skipped classes to sketch athletes or engage in other physical fitness endeavors, much to the chagrin of her 
professors.

Violet also taught girls’ freshman gym as a paid teacher from her sophomore through senior years. After accepting 
the teaching position, she learned her male counterparts were getting paid more for less work than she was. She 
insisted on equal pay. She got the raise in pay but it was concurrent with a raise in pay for males. Infuriated, Violet 
decided to quit. As her skills were in great demand, she agreed to return on the condition of equal pay and a 
contract with the Board of Regents, taking decision making out of the hands of the Physical Education department. 

Photo by permission of the Soroptimist Archives, Soroptimist International of 
the Americas, Inc., Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA.
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In 1911, while still a senior in college at U.C., Violet founded the independent Berkeley Women’s Gymnasium. 
It was located above a stable on Allston Way near Shattuck Avenue. This was a groundbreaking business where 
she offered physical education classes to adult women. The women paid $1.50 for a 3-month course. She also 
established a women’s hiking club.

In 1913, Violet was hired for a teaching position with the Berkeley Schools. She then set about organizing and 
developing the curriculum for the Physical Education Program in the Berkeley Schools. She taught at Berkeley 
High for 41 years, eventually serving as Director of Physical Education for the entire Berkeley School District.

Founding President of  Soroptimist International

Violet was the Founding President of Soroptimist International (SI), an international women’s service organization, 
established  on October 3, 1921. Violet accepted the position of first president on the condition the organization be 
deemed international from its inception. Today, SI has 72,000 members in 121 countries. The first club was started 
in Oakland (called SI-Alameda County because it had founding members who lived in Alameda, Berkeley, and 
Oakland). A few years later the now defunct SI-Berkeley club was started. She was a member of the Berkeley club 
for 51 years.

Throughout her life, Violet was quite active in SI and in local community life. She travelled extensively throughout 
life and as an adult was well known and active both regionally and internationally.

Family and Friends

Her family finally settled in Berkeley, but only after Violet graduated from high school. They lived on both Virginia 
and Bonita Streets for several years, although the addresses and dates are unknown. The family later moved to 
Kensington, where a large Richardson home was built on Stratford Road in 1919. Multiple other homes were 
built nearby for her siblings and their burgeoning families. Three streets in Kensington close to Stratford Road are 
Richardson Road, Marchant Court, and Marchant Gardens, presumably named for members of this family. 

Violet’s brother, John Mead Stanley Richardson, was also a Berkeley school teacher. Her sister, Charlotte Daisy 
Richardson Marchant, was a botanist who specialized in marine algae.

Her mother, Lucie Shipgood Richardson, was mostly self-taught and very well read and later would hold discussion 
groups in the Richardson home with Violet’s college friends, sometimes without Violet in attendance. While both 
parents seemed to value the importance of letting their children solve their own problems, their home life seemed 
to be very disciplined, lively, opinionated and protective.

Her father, John Mead Richardson, worked as a telegraphist for railroads and as an insurance agent. In later years, 
he worked as a travel bureau writer for Sunset magazine, which was owned by Southern Pacific at the time. He 
travelled extensively for work and frequently brought one or more of his children with him. Violet married Stanley 
Ward in 1926, and together they had one son, John.

Socialist

Violet was a Socialist for a brief time during a period when J. Stitt Wilson, Berkeley’s Socialist mayor, was active 
in local civic life (see page 6 for new Wilson biography). However, a difference of opinion on a slate of leaders led 
to her departure from the party.

Carol Dippel is a member of Soroptimist International of Oakland–The Founder Club, and provided this article in 
conjunction with the upcoming centennial of the organization In October 2021. Three streets in Kensington close 
to Stratford Road are Richardson Road, Marchant Court and Marchant Gardens, presumably named for members 
of the same family.  
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A Few Words from J. Stitt Wilson
My comrades are all peoples, all colors, all creeds—all.1

What if the clothing in this room could tell its history? What a story of tears, 
misery, starvation, low wages, long hours and abject slavery we would hear. 
A hundred years hence such evils will be referred to as hideous; let us begin 
to call them hideous today.2

We were appalled by the sudden death by earthquake of 500 to 1,000 people 
in our sister city… Again, we were thunderstruck to learn that perhaps 
300,000 people were rendered temporarily homeless, hungry and destitute… 
The soul of the nation was touched and the purse responded. But a state 
of comparable homelessness, hunger and destitution affects immeasurably 
more of our citizenship perpetually… We call a natural calamity a terrible 
disaster, but the poverty and want of 10 million people, caused by social 
injustice, we call even such names as prosperity and national well-being. When the announcement was sent out 
the other morning that there was not a hungry man in all San Francisco, few reflected that that was the first time 
in the city’s history that it could be truthfully said.3 

Any kind of day in Berkeley seems sweeter than the best anywhere else. Let the winds blow or the storm fret or the 
rains fall or the fogs come sweeping up like bridal wreaths—it is perfect. The bay of San Francisco, never hidden 
from our window . . . I have watched its moods as if it were a child at play or an old sage in his meditation. And the 
dear, dear hills right out of my back door . . . the city should own them as a natural park.4 

Today I lay down in the tall green grass away up on the hill and as I opened my eyes the most perfectly formed and 
radiant little California poppy looked straight into my heart.5

1 J. Stitt Wilson, “The Free Man,” Social Crusader, December 1, 1899.
2  Daily InterOcean (Chicago, IL) March 30, 1896, p. 8; Chicago Daily Tribune, March 30, 1896.
3 This is a composite based on material from: Riverside Daily Press, May 5, 1906; Riverside Independent Enterprise, May 5, 
1906; Berkeley Daily Gazette, May 8, 1906; Socialist Voice, June 16, 1906. 
4 Berkeley Daily Gazette, April 5, 1911.
5 Wilson,  unpublished autobiography, p. 93.

– Compiled by Stephen E. Barton, author of J. Stitt Wilson: Socialist, Christian, Mayor of Berkeley, published by the Berkeley 
Historical Society.

Save the Date
Thursday, July 22, 2021 at 7 pm on Zoom

A Talk by Stephen E. Barton on Social Crusader J. Stitt Wilson
Celebrate the long-awaited publication by the Berkeley Historical Society of Barton’s biography of  Stitt 
Wilson, Berkeley’s only Socialist Party mayor, elected in 1911. The author will be present at the History 

Center to sign copies of the book and chat about Stitt Wilson on Saturday afternoon, July 24.
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For many years the Berkeley Fire Department used a very 
traditional logo (at right) on its vehicles. Similar designs were 
used throughout the United States.

Recently a committee of firefighters decided they wanted a logo
befitting the unique City of Berkeley. Their design utilized items 
from the long history of  Berkeley’s Department beginning in the 
1880s with a volunteer fire company.

                  Berkeley Fire Department Adopts New Logo

Description - Text and illustrations by former Chief  David Brannigan

Instead of starting from scratch the group landed on the idea of using symbols and imagery that is already 
meaningful to the members of the organization. They also felt the design should be unique and stand out, to reflect 
the progressive way the organization strives to operate. The images and symbols that were the basis for the new 
design are below.

While many consider our “born on” date to be 1904, Berkeley had organized 
firefighters dating back to 1882. These volunteer groups protected the city for 
decades prior to the first professionals being hired and many of the volunteers 
would staff the first paid positions.

To honor our department’s lineage and the contributions of the volunteer 
departments, the outer shape of the logo was taken from this badge dating 
back to the 1880s.

Originally designed by Irvine and Jachens of San Francisco, exclusively for the 
Berkeley Fire Department, this version of the Maltese Cross has been found 
on the chest of Berkeley firefighters for well over 80 years. Made for us now by 
Ed Jones in Berkeley, the Eagle Top Badge design was maintained and retooled 
in the early 1950s. It felt meaningful to include this imagery, one which our 
members already take pride in, as the focal point of the new logo. The badge 
represents our commitment, professionalism and is a reminder of the oath all 
of us have taken to serve the community. I would encourage everyone to look 
into the meaning of both the Maltese cross and the Eagle in the fire service if 
you’re not already familiar.

The Berkeley Fire Department has been innovative and forward 
thinking since our beginnings. We were the first department west of 
the Mississippi to have a fully mechanized fleet.

When thinking about imagery for the center, we had originally 
considered the steamer in the center of our AO badge and Union 
Logo, but felt it would be more meaningful to have a mechanized 
pumper instead of the horse drawn.

The image found in the new logo is a drawing of an actual BFD rig 
from 1915 (left). If you look closely, the BFD identifier was included 
on the front cowling. (continued on page 8)



What Is This Contraption?
By Bill Roberts

Here is the final logo.The logo will be applied to all apparatus and 
is being re-tooled so it can be made into a shoulder patch for our 
uniforms and for letterhead. This logo will not replace the union 
logo on our station shirts. There will be an adequate transition 
period where both shoulder patches will be permitted.

A brand new fire ladder truck. One of two just arrived in June 
and being outfitted with the new logo, radios and other local 
additions. Cost was over a million dollars each. Berkeley’s 
fire vehicles last only about five years before being replaced. 

(Fire - continued from page 7)

A few weeks ago I received an email from Brittany Wheeler asking whether we wanted a butter cutter from Spenger’s 
Restaurant. I could not imagine what a butter cutter might be, but I took a drive out to Castro Valley to see. And 
here is the butter cutter! Turning the crank at the right pushes a large block of butter from the left through a couple 
of crossed wires at the right end. I imagine something sliced off the butter into pats for the restaurant’s tables. The 
piece is about 26 inches wide and 21 inches high, and pretty heavy. You will see the small plaque attributing it 
to one Frank Sinnott, a temporary employee who became a mainstay, working at Spenger’s for 31 years. Sinnott 
apparently lived from 1902 until 1974, although we do not know the years he worked at Spenger’s. When Wheeler 
was helping to install an elevator in the Spenger’s building, he was told he could help himself to any odd pieces 
of equipment lying around. Lucky for us he chose this, and we now have another bit of history from the much 
lamented Spenger’s.
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Mass Transit to the University of  California in the Late 1930s
By Phil and Phyllis Gale, with assistance from Steve Finacom

From the 1870s on,  many University of California professors, staff, and students lived outside of  Berkeley in 
Oakland, San Francisco, Albany, and other locations.  To make it to the campus, many took “mass” transportation.  
The late 1930s Shattuck Avenue postcard view above is from just south of today’s Downtown BART Station. It 
sports the catenary – overhead wires – that brought the commuters on the Southern Pacific Red Trains to Berkeley 
from the Oakland Mole or from points north. Even in the late 1930s and early 1940s, it only took 45 minutes to 
get from San Francisco to downtown Berkeley by either train or ferry.  A commuter could then walk east from 
Shattuck up  the hill and onto the University campus.  If they wanted to get closer to their campus destination, they 
could transfer to the Key System #4 Line at Shattuck and Hearst and ride up the hill to enter the campus from the 
north. If they wanted to enter from Bancroft on the south side of the campus, they could take the Key System #5 
or #6 Line. Even 80-plus years ago, Berkeley had a “mass transit” solution for commuting.

Shattuck Avenue lined with catenary for the SP Red Trains (late 1930s). Phil Gale Family Archive (Private)

Save the Date
Sunday, August 8, 2021 at 3 pm on Zoom

A Talk by Phil Gale: The Berkeley Ferries from 1874 to 1937
Phil Gale, a member of the Society since its founding in 1978, has long been recognized as a knowledgeable 

aficionado of early Berkeley transportation. This will be the first in a series of talks on transportation in Berkeley.     

Commuters board a SP Red Train at the Center Street Station on Shattuck. 
Richard Junevein Photograph, July 1941. Phil Gale Family Archive (Private)
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Volunteer News
The Berkelely Historical Society functions with a staff of dedicated volunteers who carry on the many educational 
activities that bring Berkeley’s history to life.

Current Opportunities—Be “In with the In Crowd” at BHS!
Docents needed for the following shifts:
One Saturday a month from 1-4 pm; Friday afternoon 1-4 pm one or more times a month.
Although we use the title “docent,” we don’t expect you to become subject experts and give tours. You would 
simply be opening and closing, greeting visitors, offering a brief introduction to the museum if they are new, 
and occasionally fielding questions or selling books and postcards. Sometimes there are clerical tasks you can 
help with if you like. Please email John Aronovici, manager@berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org, or call 510-848-
0181 if you are interested. Below are a few thoughts from one of our docents.
The Archives department seeks volunteers for both one-time and ongoing projects in our large collection. Email 
Bill Roberts, archivist@berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org or leave a phone messare at 510-848-0181.

Perhaps you have discovered a little-known gem downtown in the old Veterans’ Memorial Building,  which is the 
Berkeley History Center. (If you haven’t discovered it yet, we urge you to come on down!) If you have come into 
the museum, you may have seen the fascinating Berkeley Timeline display, which outlines events and movements in 
Berkeley from prehistoric times right up to the present. Currently there is a temporary exhibit which highlights the many 
contributions of African Americans in Berkeley history. It is great to drop into the museum and enjoy it as a guest, but 
there is ANOTHER WAY to reap a huge benefit from the museum, and to help the Berkeley Historical Society out at 
the same time—and that is, to serve as a docent!  No experience is required, and they will train you in the basics. Then, 
during your three-hour stint, you get to check out all the fascinating books, old photos, maps, postcards, yearbooks, 
vintage phone books and more, while meeting and greeting the interesting folks who drop in to look around. Regardless 
of your career experience in life, it is certain that you will  bring skills and experience which will be quite useful in your 
time volunteering as a docent. In my case, I find that my experience as a teacher and later as an employee at a retail 
establishment serve me well when I am volunteering there. An attention to detail and a sense of humor are invaluable. 
So, I urge you to consider joining our docent team! 

– Darleen Dhillon

Saturday Docent  Margot Lind 
helps a visitor locate relatives in 
the city directories while re-
searching his ancestry.

Thursday  docent John Underhill 
helps a visitor understand a chart 
showing the houses in Berkeley 
lost in the 1923 fire.

Archives volunteers Clio Petty and 
Leslie Stone sort posters to be 
used for the next exhibit.
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If you received this newsletter by mail, please check your mailing label, and if your membership has expired, 
we hope to hear from you soon! If you are not yet a member or your membership has lapsed, please consider 
joining the Berkeley Historical Society! Membership dues are the primary support for our many activities. 
Members receive the quarterly newsletter and discounts on our walking tours and book purchases. All dues 
and donations are tax deductible as provided by law. BHS is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, federal tax ID # 94-
2619129. We are always looking for new members, so we invite you to share your newsletter with friends 
who might be interested in Berkeley history, or bring a friend to visit the History Center.
For all questions or comments regarding membership, please contact Phyllis Gale, Membership Secretary, 
at 510-508-4389 or membership@berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org.

Name(s)___________________________________ Phone______________Email_______________________

Mailing Address____________________________________ City______________ State___ ZIP___________            

□ MEMBERSHIP  I would like to support BHS through a one-year membership:  □ NEW   □  RENEWAL

     □ Individual $25       □ Family $30      □ Contributor $50      □ Sponsor $100 

                            □ Life Member $500       □ Business $100      □ Student/Low Income  $15       

□ I would like to give a Gift of Membership to ____________________________________ (Please include 
separate form or piece of paper with recipient name(s), address, phone number, and email.) 

□  DONATION  I would like to support BHS through a gift: 

  □ To the General Operating Fund  $_______         □ To the Louis Stein Endowment Fund  $_______ 

         □ I have historic materials I may be interested in donating (or lending for scanning); please contact me.      
            Notes:

        __________________________________________________________________________________________         

□  VOLUNTEER  I am interested in volunteering at the Berkeley Historical Society.  Please have someone 
contact me. Notes: 

         __________________________________________________________________________________________      

PAYMENT INFORMATION:   Total amount $_______  □ Cash   □ Check (payable to BHS)  □ Credit card    

I agree to the one time only charge of  $ ________  to my credit card payable to the Berkeley Historical Society for 
membership dues and/or other donations. A receipt will be emailed. Credit card information will be destroyed once 
payment is validated. More information on the BHS credit card authorization policy and privacy policy can be found at 
www.berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org. 

Signature ________________________________________  Date ________________

MAIL PAYMENT TO: Berkeley Historical Society, P.O. Box 1190, Berkeley, CA 94701. Thank you!

Support the Berkeley Historical Society
Is it time to renew your membership?

 Expiration      Security   Cardholder
     date             code        zipcode

    Mastercard
      Visa
      Discover
      Amex Name on card                                  Card number



Speakers at May 16, 2021 Exhibit Opening Ceremony
Photos by Raymond Holbert

Harvey Smith
Curator

Jesse Arreguín
Mayor

Stephanie Anne Johnson
Curator

Carole Davis Kennerly
Former Vice Mayor

Traffic boys assemble in Civic Center Park after marching down Shattuck Avenue for their annual review.
All Berkeley public and some private schools participated.

We are pleased to announce the publication of a second 
edition of the 32-page booklet “Quick Index to the 
Origin of Berkeley’s Names: Streets, Creeks, Paths, 
Walks, Parks,” originally compiled by John Aronovici 
in 2004 and painstakingly re-edited by Ann Harlow 
and John Aronovici, with help from others. It includes 
corrections, life dates of people cited, some new photos, 
recently renamed paths, and addresses of the parks. 
Come get your copy of this invaluable reference work 
for just $6.00 ($5.50 for members).


