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African Americans in Berkeley: Four Families
Curated by Dr. Stephanie Anne Johnson and Harvey Smith

Opening October 27, this will be the first in a series of exhibits to explore the extensive 
history of African Americans in Berkeley, beginning with the first early families, through 
the explosion in population during the wartime industry boom before World War II, and into 
the civil rights era and beyond. It will focus on housing issues, including racial covenants, 
redlining, fair housing legislation and the current displacement crisis; religious, social and 
business organizations; arts, entertainment, education, politics and sports; and notable Black 
contributors to the city’s civic life. This first exhibit will focus on four African American 
families: the Reids, the Howards, the Rumfords, and the Griffins. The exhibit will include a 
rich photographic record, personal memorabilia from several families, and special programs 
including film presentations (see page 6).

The People’s Park–Fifty Years 
exhibit has been extended 

through Saturday, October 12. 

Join us on Sunday, 
October 6, at 2 pm for a 
talk about People’s Park 

by Tom Dalzell!
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This will be my last president’s column. After two and a half years, I’m 
turning over the reins to George Petty. George has lived in Berkeley since 
1947, attended Berkeley public schools, and did both his undergraduate 
and law school years at Cal. Now, that’s a Berkeleyan! He’s been our 
board secretary since May 2018 and recently completed the monumental 
job of identifying final approved copies of 40-plus years of board meeting 
minutes and compiling them into bound volumes.

As I “step down,” I’m trading places with George and will be the new 
secretary. I’m hoping this lower level of responsibility will give me 
more time to work on an upcoming exhibit about the history of food in 
Berkeley, as well as various other BHS projects. 

I’ve also let go of the Newsletter Editor position and am pleased to 
welcome Carl Wikander as the new editor starting with this issue.

Since February 2018, I’ve also been serving as president of another 
organization, the Institute for Historical Study. It’s been a wee bit too 
much! But I’ve appreciated all the support at BHS from John Aronovici, 
Jeanine, Tonya, Phyllis, George, and all the other dedicated volunteers 
who keep the organization running. (We always welcome inquiries from 
new prospective volunteers!)

– Ann Harlow

Berkeley Historical society

Incoming President’s Message
A lifetime in Berkeley does not alone qualify 
one to lead its Historical Society, and I will have 
to earn the presidential title.  I can claim credit 
for 15 years of leading the ad hoc Committee 
to Underground the Arlington Utilities, with 
the results visible from 2002 to the present.  
My literal presidential experience, though, 
is limited to that position with the Berkeley 
High School (the other “BHS”) Honor Society 
in the spring of 1957.  In the years since, my 
experiences as a student and then transactional 
lawyer have left me with a profound interest in 
history generally, and as a longtime resident in 
Berkeley’s history specifically. In this current 

George O. Petty
Photo by Rick Gilbert

era of advocacy and advocates, I have been drawn to the more reflective 
purpose of the Berkeley Historical Society as set forth in its Bylaws, 
to “collect, preserve, display, and create an interest in the records and 
memorabilia of Berkeley’s local history.”  It will be my mission to 
promote that goal, including preservation of the Society itself and its 
premises while supporting the worthy volunteers and members that make 
fulfillment of the Society’s mission possible. 

– George O. Petty
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Black Women’s Sororities at UC Berkeley and 
Their Distinguished Leaders

 © Linda P. Rosen

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, charter members of Kappa Chapter. 
First Black Greek sorority west of the Rockies, 1921. Courtesy 
of Vivian Osborne Marsh. BHS photo #2230.

It was all arranged. Ida Louise Jackson had already started the Alpha Pi Club at the University of California with 
seven Black women. Now she was organizing a West Coast chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha (AKA) sorority instead 
of Delta Sigma Theta, the Black sorority created at Howard University in 1913. They had even published the club’s 
photograph in the prominent magazine edited by W.E.B. DuBois, The Crisis. 

Unbeknownst to Jackson, the national president of the Deltas, Sadie Moselle, had seen their picture and started 
recruiting. Margaret Murdock, the future UC chimes player, gave their application to Vivian Osborne. So Vivian 
Osborne and Louise Thompson defected and started their own Kappa chapter of the Delta Sigma Theta on February 
21, 1921, the very day that Dean Lucy Stebbins was to sign the AKA application. They had only two members and did 
not meet the minimum of five needed, but the administration didn’t check. This was how Delta Sigma Theta became 
the University of California’s first African American sorority and the first Black Greek-lettered organization west of 
the Rockies. 

Ida Louise Jackson and Virginia Stephens finally chartered UC’s Alpha Kappa Alpha’s Rho chapter at the beginning 
of August. This was the first West Coast and the first undergraduate chapter of the nation’s oldest Black sorority. 
Dean Stebbins first suggested that both groups join together but then permitted them to continue separately. Jackson’s 
organization met in her home at 623 Fifty-eighth Street in Oakland. In the beginning, both sororities were barred from 
the Interfraternity Council, supposedly on the grounds that they did not have a house, but Dean Stebbins intervened. 
Adding to the insult, the Blue and Gold did not publish Alpha Kappa Alpha’s sorority portrait (shown here) after they 
had gone to great expense to have it taken. When they protested, President David P. Barrows explained that they were 
not representative of the student body. 

Alpha Kappa Alpha, early UC Black sorority. 
Ida Jackson, center. Courtesy of the African 
American Museum and Library at Oakland 
(AAMLO).

(continued on page 4)
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Vivian Osborne was born in Houston, Texas in 1887 and migrated to Berkeley, where she graduated from both 
Berkeley High School and the University of California. Before she rose to be national president of the Deltas (1935 
to 1939), she married Leon Marsh, Berkeley’s first Black letter carrier, and organized the first free Black childcare 
in West Berkeley. Vivian Osborne Marsh became a prominent clubwoman and joined many organizations, including 
the Phyllis Wheatley Club of the East Bay, named after America’s first Black slave poet. She  encouraged young girls 
to attend   college and helped 400 Black students complete their college education. She also lobbied for hiring of 
African Americans in schools, hospitals and other workplaces. As head of the California Division of Negro Affairs, she 
networked with the California Federation of Colored Women’s Clubs to encourage more than 2,000 Black youths to 
apply for National Youth Administration jobs between 1935 and 1941. In 1944, she became the only African American 
in the United States to christen a Navy cargo ship.1 

Virginia Stephens was born in California on April 7, 1903. Her father, William Stephens, was the Crocker family 
chauffeur, and they adored his family. At the age of eleven, Virginia won the 1915 Panama Pacific International 
Exposition nickname contest with the name “Jewel City.” The local Black community rallied to have her honored in 
the Alameda Day parade, so she rode in state to the fairgrounds on a float with 75 Black children followed by a float 
with women from the Colored Civic Center Club. William Stephens later opened the successful Stephens Restaurant 
in Oakland and lobbied against racial covenants, which excluded minorities from living in white neighborhoods. In 
time, Annie Virginia Stephens-Coker became the first Black woman admitted to the California Bar and the first Black 
female lawyer in the state. She worked for the California Legislature and eventually took responsibility for compiling 
all the state codes.2

Ida Louise Jackson was born in Vicksburg, Mississippi in 1902. Her father, Pompey Jackson, who had once been a 
slave, and her mother, Nellie, instilled in her a lifelong value of education because it was the one thing a white person 
couldn’t take away. By 1917, Ida Jackson earned a degree and a teaching certificate in the normal department of New 
Orleans University, later Dillard University. Then she moved to California with her family and learned that she was 
not qualified to teach there. The county superintendent suggested that she enroll at UC Berkeley, where she studied 
education and vocational guidance counseling and received her BA in 1922 and a master’s degree the following year. 
This was followed by doctorate work at Teachers College, Columbia University. Finally, in 1926, Ida Louise Jackson 
became the first Black teacher to hold a permanent position in the Oakland Public Schools. 

Jackson put her love for children into action during her term as the eighth international president of Alpha Kappa 
Alpha from 1933 to 1936. With the support of the sorority, she founded the Summer School for Rural Teachers in 
1934. However, she soon realized that health needs took precedent, so they started the Mississippi Health Project, 
which she directed for eight years. This program inoculated and treated over 4,000 children and several adults in 
mobile clinics. She became dean of women at Alabama’s Tuskegee Institute in 1935. Jackson wrote Development of 
Negro Children in Reference to Education in 1923 and Librarians’ Role in Creating Racial Understanding in 1944. 
Her philosophy was: “I am more than ever convinced that education is the greatest factor in the upward climb of any 
person or people. My theme song has been: learn, study, read — continuously.” She was a member of the American 
Association of University Women, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, and the National 
Council of Negro Women, and she directed the Family Services Bureau. She received the Berkeley Citation from 
the University of California in 1970 and sold her Mendocino ranch in 1979 to create fellowships for Black students 
attending UC. She died in 1996, and the Ida Louise Jackson Graduate House was named in her honor in 2004.3  

Notes
 1 “History of Delta Sigma Theta, Inc.” Retrieved June 27, 2007 at http://www.geocities.com/collegegeocities.com; 
Gretchen Lemke, Afro-Americans in Berkeley: 1859-1987, unpublished monograph (Oakland, California: East Bay Negro 
Historical Society, 1987), pp. 20, 68; Berkeley History Book Committee of the B.H.S., Looking Back at Berkeley, p. 20; 
“Delta Firsts” at http://www.clubs.psu.edu/psudeltas/firsts.htm; Douglas Henry Daniels, Pioneer Urbanites: A Social and 
Cultural History of Black San Francisco (University of California Press, 1991), pp. 164, 174, 180; Quintard Taylor, In Search 
of the Racial Frontier: African Americans in the American West (W. W. Norton & Company, 1998), p. 230. 

(Black Sororities - from page 3)
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 2Delilah L. Beasley, The Negro Trail Blazers of California (New York: G.K. Hall & Co., 1998), pp. 301-303; 
California Bar Journal, February 2008.
  3 “Starting a Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 1921” in Ida Louise Jackson, Overcoming Barriers 
in Education, an oral history conducted in 1984 and 1985 by Gabrielle Morris, Regional Oral History Office, The 
Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley, 1990, pp. vii, 1-3, 5, 16-24, 29; Dick Corten, “A most memorable 
lady,” UC Berkeley News, September 24, 2004 (retrieved September 26, 2007 at http://www.berkeley.edu/news/media/
releases/2004/09/24_jackson.shtml); “Alpha Kappa Alpha Centennial Celebration, 1908-2008” (retrieved September 26, 2007 
at http://www.aka1908.com/centennial/history/index.html); Roberta J. Park, “Ida Louise Jackson, Class of 22” in Ladies Blue 
and Gold (Chronicle of the University of California, v. 1, no. 2, Fall 1998), pp. 95-97.

Suffragist Margaret Angela Haley
November 15, 1861–January 5, 1939

© Phyllis Gale

Margaret Haley believed that women needed the right to vote because teachers could not teach their students how 
to exercise their democratic rights unless they themselves had the right to vote.1 

In 1911, women came from all over the United States to assist the suffragists of California in their Votes for Women 
campaign.  California women had lost several opportunities to gain the vote and were determined to win in 1911!  
This time California women would manage their own campaign and do it their way.  They knew who voted for them 
and who voted against them.

Margaret Haley at Sather Gate, UC Berkeley. Courtesy of Chicago History Museum.

(Black Sororities - from page 4)

(continued on page 6)



Margaret Haley of Chicago, Illinois, got the call and headed toward San Francisco via the Southern Pacific in 1911, 
when the National Education Association sent her to work with Berkeley’s Mary McHenry Keith, who was “Mother” 
of the suffrage movement of Northern California.  

Margaret Haley was ready for the challenge.  She grew up on Illinois farms and in small towns.  She started teaching 
in a one-room schoolhouse at the age of sixteen and eventually became a  Chicago public school teacher in 1889.  She  
left teaching in 1901 to become the first paid woman business representative and the vice-president of the Chicago 
Teachers Federation.  She was plucked from her success in Chicago when she was asked by the National Education 
Association to go to California.  

Haley lectured throughout the State of California. The photo accompanying this article finds Haley standing in 
Berkeley’s Leola Hall Coggins’ automobile in front of the University’s Sather Gate.  Hall is sitting in the driver’s seat 
and Elinor Major Carlisle, the first woman in Berkeley elected to public office,  is sitting behind.  The bugle blew and 
the literature was passed to the crowd as they stood to listen to Haley.   

Haley was part of the group of suffragists who lectured to supportive populations throughout rural California, where 
the Grange had voted to support suffrage in 1878.  The Truckee Republican reported on August 19, 1911 that  Margaret 
Haley led two speaking events in their town.  Over 200 men gathered at the Hobart Mill in the afternoon to hear her.   
Later in the evening there was another well-attended meeting in the Masonic Hall.  Haley was  accompanied by an 
entourage of suffragists including Mrs. Ella Flagg Young, the Chicago School Superintendent; Miss Alice Ludlum 
from Colorado; and Mrs. Robert Deen of the California Equal Suffrage League. Events like this happened all over 
rural California in support of the campaign for Votes for Women.2

Author’s Note:  Margaret Haley returned immediately to Chicago, where she played a significant role in the 1913 
Illinois campaign giving women the right to vote.  A Chicago Daily News editorial called Haley “the embodiment of 
alert, informed and fearless citizenship in action.”

Notes:
 1“Margaret Haley” by Elizabeth Kinney, League of Women Voters of Evanston, originally published in Celebrating 100 
Years of Illinois Women Voting: 2013 anniversary booklet.  Retrieved on 14 September 2019 from https://suffrage2020illinois.
org/margaret-haley/.
 2“Women Suffrageists [sic] Speak in Vicinity,” Truckee Republican, Volume 42, Number 76, 19 August 1911,  retrieved 
on 5 September 2019 from California Digital Newspaper Collection, University of California, Riverside, http://cdnc.ucr.edu.

(Haley - from page 5)
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Fall Events for the “African Americans in Berkeley” Exhibit

Sunday, October 27, 2–4 pm  Opening reception with brief remarks in the lobby at 2:00.

Sunday, November 17, 2 pm  Film showing, Welcome to the Neighborhood (featuring Mildred Howard) and film 
trailer featuring Betty Reid Soskin.

Sunday, December 1, 2 pm  Film showing, Fair Legislation: The Byron Rumford Story.

The films will be presented in the room at the east end of the Veterans Building lobby. The exhibit, in the museum 
at the west end, will be open for one hour following each film program. No admission charge (donations welcome). 
Wheelchair accessible. Mark your calendar!
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John Bernhardt, Berkeley “Window Trimmer”
By Bill Roberts

Robertson Meadows shoe store before and after remodeling, circa 1930.

At the California Antique Book Fair, held in Oakland at the Marriott Hotel in February of this year, I saw many 
wonderful and amazing things, with dealers from all over the world selling their wares from medieval manuscripts 
to political posters from Romania. I went more out of curiosity and the opportunity of seeing the variety of items for 
sale and the possibility of meeting some friends (which I did), but not necessarily expecting to see anything relating 
to Berkeley history. However, I spied a dealer from Alameda who had a very interesting album of photographs of 
before and after remodeled storefronts in Berkeley, mainly on Shattuck Avenue. The BHS Board of Directors agreed 
to acquire it for our collection.

These remodels were done by John L. Bernhardt, a name I had never heard before. Many of the exterior views show 
very plain windows in the “before” photos, with much enhanced entrances in the “after” photos. Many of the photos 
of interiors show a Mediterranean influence in Bernhardt’s designs. The album also includes some letters of reference 
and even Bernhardt’s contractor’s license. At the end there are some photos of furniture, presumably designed by 
Bernhardt, but there are no captions. Although no photograph is dated (indeed, some are not identified in any way), 
the letters and other documents date from the late 1920s; his contractor’s license is dated 1931.

Who was Bernhardt? He was born in Butte County in 1891. He lived in San Jose in the early 1900s, and in the 1910 
census his family lived in San Jose; his occupation is given as salesman. In 1920 he is listed as living in Brooklyn 
Township (now part of Oakland) with the occupation of window trimmer. He married one Ruth Ellen Pape of Berkeley 
in 1925, who died just two years later; it seems he never remarried. In the 1940 census he is listed as living in the 
Claremont Hotel with the occupation of cabinet maker. In later telephone books he is listed as having an antique shop 
on Domingo Avenue, just opposite the Claremont. He died in 1981 in Alameda.

Fall Walking Tours
Saturdays, 10 a.m. See orange flyer or website for details.

September 21: South Shattuck Avenue led by Robert Johnson
October 5: Mountain View Cemetery led by Dennis Evanosky
October 12: On the Berkeley Waterfront led by John Underhill

October 19: West Berkeley Artisans and Industries led by Jana Olson
October 26: Berkeley Sites and Memories of War led by Steven Finacom
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Historians and Histories of  Berkeley
By Fred Etzel

Mrs. Ruth H. Waugh

A “general” history recounts and studies broad aspects of events and the persons 
involved during a relatively extended period of time, as distinguished from a 
specialized or single-purpose history pertaining to specific events and persons 
involved during relatively short time periods. The first general history of Berkeley 
was written in 1925 and the most recent in 2018. This article briefly surveys general 
histories of Berkeley and the historians who wrote them.

Mary Ruth Houston. In August 1925, Mary Ruth Houston, a 29-year-old candidate 
for a master’s degree in history at UC Berkeley submitted a typewritten thesis, 
The Early History of Berkeley, California. Her thesis is 99 pages plus a nine-page 
bibliography. In her preface, she states: “No attempt has hitherto been made to write a 
history of Berkeley. Monographs have appeared from time to time extolling the city’s 
beauty, culture, and climate, with slight mention of the coming of the first Americans 
in the early fifties, but no effort has been made to treat the subject from a historical 
viewpoint.” Houston was the first historian to write a general history of Berkeley.

The photo shows Houston, then known as Mrs. Ruth H. Waugh, at age 37 in the 1933 edition of The Wizard, the 
student yearbook of Burbank Junior High School in Berkeley. Mrs. Waugh taught English and social studies and 
served as the faculty representative on the PTA. The Early History of Berkeley, California comprises five chapters 
and is an objective narrative of the early history of Berkeley from prehistoric times until the early 1900s. Houston 
conducted 11 personal interviews, including one with the historian William Warren Ferrier. Ruth Houston Lee (née 
Waugh) died on April 27, 1995 at age 99 at her home at 2355 Carquinez Avenue in El Cerrito.

William Warren Ferrier. In 1933, the Reverend William Warren Ferrier, a minister at the First Congregational 
Church of Berkeley, 2345 Channing Way, wrote and self-published Berkeley, California: The Story of the Evolution 
of a Hamlet into a City of Culture and Commerce. In 1930 Ferrier had written the Origin and Development of 
the University of California. Ferrier was one of the city’s most distinguished citizens and a guest instructor at the 
University of California. As he recounted in the foreword to his history of Berkeley, “The public was informed I stood 
ready to finish and publish the book without remuneration or any expectation of remuneration from its sale provided 
a sufficient number of advanced subscriptions were received to make it evident that I would not meet with any great 
financial loss ... It was evident, after the most optimistic estimate of receipts, that not much more than one half of the 
costs of publication would ever be met by receipts … after a few weeks deliberation I decided nevertheless to carry 
the writing forward to completion ... As that work went on I came to the conclusion that I could never rest satisfied 
without publication. I will publish it as a contribution to the city in which I have lived since 1904, and for which I have 
had and shall forever have an abiding affection.” Ferrier’s book was published in hardcover by West Coast Publishing 
Company in Oakland and bound by Art Book Binders in Berkeley. The book opens with a two-page black and white 
aerial photograph, “Berkeley From An Altitude of 5,500 feet.” It is divided into 19 chapters totaling 406 pages, 
including 38 illustrations. The six-page index contains a one-page Index of First Things shown on the next page.

WPA Writers Program of Northern California. The Great Depression impacted Berkeley in many ways. Throughout 
Berkeley, the capital improvements built by the Works Projects Administration (WPA) of President Roosevelt’s New 
Deal are physically evident today. They include the Berkeley Marina, the Rose Garden, and many others. Out of sight 
are the literary works of the Writers Program of the WPA of Northern California, which provided jobs for unemployed 
writers, editors, and research workers. On the eve of World War II, an anonymous team of women and men—working, 
in their own words, with “the people of Berkeley”—wrote a history of Berkeley “conceived, compiled, written and 
printed in a little over four months ... It was planned and written as a narrative, with the intention of capturing the 
spirit of Berkeley’s growth rather than of listing every detail of the city’s history … The compilation and writing of 

(continued on page 9)
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(Historians - continued from page 5) this book were carried out chiefly by the Alameda County unit 
of the Northern California Writers’ Project.” It was published in 
hardcover in 1941 by the Gillick Press in Berkeley as Berkeley: 
The First Seventy-Five Years.This 159-page history is divided into 
seven chapters, with black and white photographs, and includes 
a preface, foreword, bibliography and index. The latest date 
referenced in this book at page 147 is June 10, 1941. Five hundred 
first edition copies were printed, each individually numbered by 
hand on the first interior page.

Mary Barbara Johnson. Mary Barbara Johnson was born in 
Santa Barbara on February 27, 1880. In the 1920 Census, she is 
married to Gilbert H. Johnson and they are living at 2714 Adeline 
Street in Oakland. In the 1940 Census, Mary, a college graduate, 
is employed as an editor. In April 1942, she completed The City 
of Berkeley, A History: From the First American Settlers to the 
Present Date. The manuscript is 127 pages plus a two-page table 
of contents and a three-page bibliography. The title page of the 
manuscript states she is living at 803 55th Avenue in Oakland. The 
original manuscript in the Berkeley Public Library contains neither 
an image of Mary Johnson nor any bibliographic information. She 
died on March 21, 1969 and is buried in Golden Gate National 
Cemetery in San Bruno.

George A. Pettitt. George Albert Pettitt was born in Oakland in 
1901 and graduated with a B.A. in English from UC Berkeley 
in 1925. He is unique among Berkeley historians for serving on 
the Berkeley City Council, from 1949 to 1958. In the preface to 
Berkeley: The Town and Gown of It, published in 1973, Pettitt 
states: “The labor of writing this book was undertaken because the 

author, after fifty years of residence and growing concern about the future, developed a conviction that Berkeley was 
in dire need of a brief history which might renew the perspective of old residents and accelerate the integration of the 
new arrivals. The last general history of the city by William Warren Ferrier was written more than forty years ago and 
has been out of print for at least the last there decades.” Pettit’s history is a nostalgic, some would say sentimental, 
look at Berkeley as it entered the post-Vietnam War era. It contains many excellent black and white photographs of 
a bygone Berkeley.

Berkeley Historical Society. In 1984, five named editors from the Berkeley Historical Society wrote and published 
Looking Back at Berkeley—A Pictorial History of a Diverse City. This 72-page pamphlet contains text and black and 
white photographs spanning seven chapters.

Alan J. Cohen.  Alan Jerome Cohen was born on March 26, 1936 in Los Angeles. He earned degrees from UC Berke-
ley and Northwestern and worked in psychology emergency rooms at Highland Hospital in Oakland and Fairmont 
Hospital in San Leandro, as well as having a private practice. In retirement, he lived alone in the bottom unit of a 
house built in the early 1900s as a two-story single-family dwelling, later converted into a duplex, at 1841 Vine Street, 
Berkeley, which he bought in 1976. In an April 2016 email he commented: “I became interested in the original resi-
dents [of the house] and began researching them and the building itself, and from these humble beginnings a history 
of Berkeley grew. In brief, it was an adventure.” In 15 chapters totaling 380 pages, Cohen combines a very detailed 
recounting of Berkeley’s history from its early days until the early 1920s with images he drew from many sources. 
He entitled his book A History of Berkeley, From the Ground Up and published it online in 2007-2008, where it was 
available until his death earlier this year. (Cohen’s book was never commercially published.) 

(continued on page 10)
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(Historians - continued from page 9)

The Berkeley Historical Society has downloaded a hard copy of the text of Cohen’s book, but not its images, and it is 
available in the BHS library at the History Center.

Charles Wollenberg. Charles Wollenberg was the former Chair of Social Sciences and Professor of History at 
Berkeley City College, where for many years he taught a very popular course on the history of Berkeley. He dedicated 
his 2008 book Berkeley: A City in History to “the proposition that Berkeley is ‘a city in history,’ that its past and 
present can be understood only in the context of national, state, and regional historical themes.” The paperback history 
is 173 pages and contains plates that are images from the Berkeley Public Library Collection, a bibliography, and an 
index. Wollenberg’s book is a scholarly work that brings Berkeley to life. It is extremely engaging, fast moving, and 
insightful. Wollenberg lives in Berkeley and is a member of the Board of Directors of the Berkeley Historical Society.

Linda Rosen. For the May 18, 2018 celebration of the 40th anniversary of the Berkeley Historical Society, Linda 
Rosen, author, museum curator and former longtime BHS board member, created the first-ever permanently installed 
Timeline of Berkeley History. The Timeline begins when the Bay Area was the territory of the Chochenyo/Huchiun 
group of the Ohlone People and extends into 2017. Mounted vertically on both sides of an eight-foot-high movable 
display wall, the Timeline is located near the entrance to the BHS exhibition hall in the Veterans Memorial Building, 
1931 Center Street. Linda was assisted in this effort by other BHS members, especially Bill Roberts, Chief Archivist, 
and John Aronovici, Manager of the History Center. All three are shown in the photo below. Linda is preparing a 
book-length version of the Timeline for publication.

The above histories are in the collection of the library of the BHS at the History Center.

Sources
James (Jeff) Findley, Librarian, Berkeley Public Library.
Elizabeth Spencer, Researcher, Berkeley Historical Society.
Randy Quick, Sherman, Texas, family genealogist: information on Ruth H. Lee.
Abbie Cohen, daughter of Alan J. Cohen.
Tom Dalzell, “Quirky Berkeley: Large amounts of quirky things for sale,” Berkeleyside, July 25, 2019.

Bill Roberts, Linda Rosen, John Aronovici and the timeline.
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piece of paper with recipient name(s), address, phone number, and email.) 

     I would like to support the BHS through a gift: 
To the General Operating Fund  $______         To the Louis Stein Endowment Fund  $______ 

                 Name on card                                                           Card number                                        

Membership/Walking Tours/Volunteering
Membership in the Berkeley Historical Society (BHS) helps maintain the quality of all our activities, 

including archives, exhibits, programs, events, walks, newsletter and operations. 

All dues and donations are tax deductible as provided by law. BHS is a 501(c)3 nonprofit, federal tax ID # 94-2619129.

MAIL PAYMENT TO: Berkeley Historical Society, P.O. Box 1190, Berkeley, CA 94701

  I would like to support BHS through Membership:      NEW      RENEWAL

                                                               Berkeley Historical Society Fall  2019  11

     
      I am paying  $  ________ for _____ Walking Tour(s) circled below and/or   $  _________ for BHS Membership
                

 Individual Tickets:  Members $8   Non-Members $10   BHS Member Season Tickets  $35
Special Offer: $50 Season Ticket & BHS membership (new members only)  

    
                          South Shattuck                Mountain View Cemetery                       Waterfront
                        
           West Berkeley Artisans   Berkeley Sites & Memories of War



Above: Ann Harlow and John Aronovici ride in the Solano 
Stroll parade in the restored 1939 Ford pickup owned for 50 
years by incoming BHS President George Petty.

Right: BHS board members George Petty, Bill Roberts, 
Jeanine Castello-Lin, Tom Edwards, Ann Harlow and John 
Aronovici take a tour of the Old City Hall/the Maudelle Shirek 
Building and contemplate its future possibilities for the Society. 

Below: Visitors admire the pickup truck at the Solano Stroll and 
stop at the BHS booth to look at photos, ask history questions 
and buy books and postcards.


